
 
A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOVERDALE  
DECLARING FEBRUARY 2023 BLACK HISTORY MONTH IN CLOVERDALE 

 
WHEREAS, During Black History Month, we celebrate the many achievements and contributions made by African 
Americans to our economic, cultural, spiritual, and political development; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black History Month grew out of the establishment, in 1926, of Negro History Week by Carter G. 
Woodson and the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, an organization dedicated to 
researching and promoting achievements by Black Americans and other peoples of African descent; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) sponsored a national Negro 
History week in 1926, choosing the second week of February to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass. The event inspired schools and communities nationwide to organize local celebrations, 
establish history clubs and host performances and lectures becoming a month-long celebration in 1976; and 
 
WHEREAS, since 1976, every American president has designated February as Black History Month and endorsed 
a specific theme; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black History Month honors the contributions of African Americans to U.S. history. Among prominent 
figures are Madam C.J. Walker, who was the first U.S. woman to become a self-made millionaire; George 
Washington Carver, who derived nearly 300 products from the peanut; Rosa Parks, who sparked the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott and galvanized the civil rights movement; and Shirley Chisholm, who was the first African American 
woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Black History Month 2023 theme, “Black Resistance“ explores how "African Americans have 
resisted historic and ongoing oppression in all forms; and 
 
WHEREAS, the observance of Black History Month calls our attention to the continued need to battle racism and 
build a society that lives up to its democratic ideals; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Cloverdale continues to work toward becoming an inclusive community in which all 
citizens—past, present, and future—are respected and recognized for their contributions to our community, the 
state, the country, and the world; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Cloverdale is proud to honor the history and contributions of African Americans in our 
community, throughout our state, and nation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the City Council of the City of Cloverdale does hereby declare 
February 2023 as Black History Month in Cloverdale and encourages all citizens to celebrate our diverse heritage 
and culture and continue our efforts to create a world that is more just, peaceful, and prosperous for all. 
 
Dated:  February 8, 2023 
 
SO ORDERED: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Todd Lands, Mayor 


