
 
To:  Vail Town Council 
 
From:  Department of Public Works 
   
Date:  February 7, 2023 
 
Subject: Gore Creek Promenade Renewal Update  
 

I. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss the design development process for the 
Gore Creek Promenade Renewal project, which is budgeted in the 2022/23 Real Estate 
Transfer Tax Capital Projects Fund.  

II. BACKGROUND 
The Gore Creek Promenade is a popular public park located in the heart of Vail Village.  
Residents and guests alike frequent the busy shops, galleries, and restaurants.  Families 
enjoy the turf area and easy access to Gore Creek.  Weekly whitewater events are held 
each spring, Winterfest ice sculptures during the ski season, the annual GoPro Mountain 
Games and a busy summer season all contribute to making the Promenade one of the 
most regularly visited parks in Vail.   
 
The last major renovation to this space occurred nearly thirty years ago.  Since then, Vail 
has seen increases in visitation, in the local population and in year-round special events.  
The existing features of the Promenade are showing significant wear and tear that has 
become more and more difficult to maintain at a high level of quality.  With that in mind, 
town staff has initiated a public input process and drafted Project Goals and Objectives 
for review by the Town Council. 

III. FEATURES OF THE PROMENADE  
The Promenade is generally comprised of the area located between the International 
Bridge and Up the Creek restaurant along the south bank of Gore Creek.  A heated paver 
sidewalk provides access to four retail shops, two art galleries, a hotel/lodge and two 
restaurants.  Three additional restaurants and several residential units overlook the park, 
with access from Gore Creek Drive or from the Children’s Fountain plaza.   
 
The primary features of the park area include a 3,000 square foot turf area that serves as 
the main gathering space, stone steps that provide access to a small “beach” and Gore 
Creek, a natural gas fire pit that operates during winter, and several large planting areas 
with mature spruce, fir, aspen and native shrubs.  There are benches along the paver 
walkway and a few overlooking the creek.   



 
 

Town of Vail  Page 2 
 

Approximately half of the streambank through the promenade is vegetated with native 
willows/shrubs growing among the boulders.  The rest of the boulder bank provides 
informal access to the creek as well as places for park users to sit and enjoy the space.  
 
The town’s whitewater park, well-used during the GoPro Games and the Vail Recreation 
District Whitewater Series, is situated between the International Bridge and a small 
pedestrian bridge located just upstream.  A terraced viewing area provides natural 
seating and access to the creek. 

IV. CURRENT DEFICIENCIES 
The most significant issue with the Promenade currently is the quality of the main turf 
area located at the east end of the park.  Town maintenance crews have difficulty 
sustaining the grass, and a key component of any work on the Promenade should be to 
resolve that issue.  In addition to the condition of the turfgrass, other issues that should 
be addressed include streambank erosion, limited options for seating and gathering, a 
lack of access for those with limited mobility or a disability, and the width of the paver 
walkway during periods of high use. 

V. INITIAL PUBLIC INPUT 
The Promenade has many user-types.  There are Vail residents and second 
homeowners, business owners and employees, Vail Village residents, Eagle County 
residents, and lots of guests.  Each of these groups may have different opinions as to 
what may be important when it comes to this public park.   
 
Town staff developed two surveys, posted to Engage Vail, to help gauge what is 
important to each group.  A “long” survey, consisting of eleven questions, was advertised 
in the paper, on social media, and provided to Promenade businesses and residents, 
including those who overlook the park.  A “short” four-question survey was developed to 
quickly capture the thoughts of Promenade users, accessed from a QR code posted at 
the park through the holiday season.     
 
The number of survey responses was better than expected.  The long survey received 
over 150 responses and the short survey received 30.  A copy of the survey questions 
and a compilation of responses, including written comments, is attached. 
 
Respondents generally agreed that: 

• The park could use some improvements, including improved visual and physical 
interactions with Gore Creek along with “more and varied” seating opportunities 

• User’s experiences and local businesses benefit from special events, regularly 
scheduled events (Whitewater Series) and art installations such as Winterfest 

• Users prefer the natural feel and materials of the park 
• The fire pit was worth the cost and potential environmental impacts 

 
Respondents were generally neutral regarding: 

• Whether the paver walkway was wide enough 
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Respondents generally disagreed that: 
• There is too much vegetation in the park 

 
Other takeaways: 

• Business owners tended to have more specific comments and suggestions 
perhaps due to being in the area every day.  

• A potentially contrary desire to improve parts of the park AND to protect/restore 
the area as other sections of Gore Creek have been restored/replanted 

• There were a similar number of responses from Vail residents (~56) over Eagle 
County residents (~48), suggesting that down-valley locals have a significant 
interest in this area. 

• There is support for improving/formalizing the connection from the Promenade to 
the Covered Bridge along the creek.  However, that requires access through two 
private property parcels.  At this time, that connection is not supported by those 
property owners.   

 
Generally, survey respondents felt that the Promenade does not need a major overhaul.  
They like the turf, they want to “keep it natural”, and they like the mature trees.  There are 
comments about adding seating, about improving access to the creek, and about 
keeping/adding riparian plantings.  Many recognize the heavy use and associated 
impacts, understanding the need to refresh and improve some elements of the park. 

VI. ESTABLISHING A PROJECT GOAL AND OBJECTIVES 
With that in mind, staff proposes the following Project Goal and Objectives: 
  
Project Goal:  
To preserve the established character of the Gore Creek Promenade while addressing 
design and maintenance deficiencies  
 
Project Objectives: 
1. Establish a turf management program to promote high-quality turf areas.  This may 

include hiring a turf management consultant, improving soil structure and drainage, 
establishing/improving regular maintenance protocols, evaluating seasonal short-term 
closures, and/or the addition of several non-turf gathering spaces. 

2. Protect existing healthy mature trees and established stream bank vegetation.  
Evaluate opportunities to add/enhance useable shade and the vegetated riparian 
buffer in conjunction with other project objectives. 

3. Reduce congestion on the east end by improving gathering spaces, circulation, and 
opportunities to interact with Gore Creek in other areas of the park. 

4. Increase formal and informal seating opportunities within the park and along the paver 
walkway.  Improve “shopper seating”, take advantage of existing shade and consider 
the addition small tables, Adirondack chairs and other new seating options. 

5. Improve park access/egress points and provide better access throughout the park for 
those with a disability or limited mobility. 

6. Consider how special events impact park features.  Evaluate design options, special 
event procedures and types of activities to better accommodate those events with a 
goal of reducing impacts to the park’s features. 
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7. Coordinate with the Art in Public Place Board for opportunities that align with the 
goals of the AIPP Strategic Plan Update, to be adopted in the coming months. 

8. Evaluate the existing fire pit.  Consider changes to location, appliance type, operation 
schedule and overall need. 

9. Look for opportunities to work with private property owners to create a pedestrian 
connection between the Promenade and the Covered Bridge along Gore Creek.  

10. Evaluate the existing boulder streambank to determine where erosion is occurring and 
how it should best be repaired. 

VII. DESIGN PROCESS 
Once the Town Council has endorsed the Project Purpose and Objectives, staff 
landscape architects will begin working on conceptual design options.  These will be 
presented to the Council, the Design Review Board and the public until a final design is 
developed and approved.  Staff intends to utilize the online Engage Vail platform to solicit 
public feedback during the process.  

VIII. BUDGET INFORMATION 
The 2022 budget for this project was $370,000.  Staff requested and Council approved 
an additional $55,000 in 2023, bringing the budget total to $425,000.  It will be required to 
reappropriate the 2022 funds during the first 2023 Budget Supplemental process.   

IX. PROJECT SCHEDULE 
Staff proposes the following project schedule:  

• Design Process/Approvals  thru June 2023 
• Construction Bidding  July 2023 
• Fall Construction - 2023  September 11 – November 3 
• Spring Construction - 2024  April 29 – June 7 

 
The final construction schedule will be developed to minimize disruptions to Promenade 
businesses and special events.  It may be necessary to close new sod areas into late 
June 2024 to ensure proper turf establishment prior to heavy summer traffic.  This may 
have impacts on the 2024 GoPro Mountain Games, to be determined as the design and 
construction schedule is developed. 

X. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Council review and discuss the Project Objectives and proposed 
Project Schedule and provide input to staff regarding any requested modifications. 

XI. ACTION REQUESTED BY COUNCIL 
Staff recommends the Council review and discuss the Project Objectives and proposed 
Project Schedule and provide input to staff regarding any requested modifications. These 
will help guide the design process. 
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Attachments: 
1. Aerial Vicinity Map of Gore Creek Promenade 
2. Photos of the existing Promenade 
3. List of Survey Questions 
4. Compilation of Long Survey Responses 
5. Compilation of Short Survey Responses  
6. Compilation of Written Comments 
 
  



GORE CREEK PROMENADE
VAIL VILLAGE

MAIN TURF
AREA

UP THE CREEK
& EL SABOR

RESTAURANTS

G  O  R  E

C  R  E  E  K

BEACH
ACCESS

PAVER WALKWAY

MOUNTAIN STANDARD
RESTAURANT

SITZMARK
LODGE

FIRE
PITWHITEWATER

PARK

PEDESTRIAN  BRIDG
E



 
 

Town of Vail  Page 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Gore Creek viewed from the pedestrian bridge 
Below: Degraded turf area at the east end of the park 
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Above: Flagstone walkways along Gore Creek 
Below: Informal seating area along walkways 
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Above: Existing fire pit and seating area 
Below: Turf area on a busy summer day 
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Above: The paver walkway of Gore Creek Promenade 
Below: Degraded flagstone walks installed in high traffic areas 
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Above: Seating area above the Vail Whitewater Park 
Below: Social trail between GCP and the Covered Bridge, thru private property 
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Survey Questions 
Both surveys asked respondents to rank how they felt about each statement with 
answers ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 
 
Long Survey Questions 
1. The current configuration and condition of the Gore Creek Promenade Park area is 

satisfactory and enhances guest experience. 
2. The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more opportunities for guests to 

interact with Gore Creek physically and visually. 
3. The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more and varying opportunities for 

seating and out-of-restaurant dining. 
4. Special events staged on the Gore Creek Promenade Park area have a positive 

impact on my business, residence, or my experience in Vail. 
5. The existing gas fire pit is a positive park element and is worth the cost of operation 

and possible environmental impact. 
6. The existing social trail between the Gore Creek Promenade Park area and the 

Covered Bridge Pocket Park on Bridge Street should be formalized and enhanced. 
7. The width of the existing paver walkway along the building façade is sufficient to 

accommodate the pedestrian traffic it receives. 
8. Art installations, such as the Vail Winterfest ice sculptures, have a positive impact on 

my business, residence, or my experience in Vail. 
9. There is currently too much vegetation in the Gore Creek Promenade Park area. 
10. Regularly programmed events, such as the weekly kayak race series, have a positive 

impact on my business, residence or my experience in Vail. 
11. The section of Gore Creek passing through the Gore Creek Promenade Park area 

should be protected and the streambanks restored similarly to what has occurred in 
outlying areas of town. 

 
Short Survey Questions 
1. The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more opportunities for guests to 

interact with Gore Creek physically and visually. 
2. The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more and varying opportunities for 

seating and gathering. 
3. Removing selected trees and shrubs could have a positive impact on the park. 
4. The existing gas fire pit is a positive park element and is worth the cost of operation 

and possible environmental impact. 
  



Gore Creek Promenade 
Long Survey Results

SURVEY RESPONSE REPORT
26 November 2018 - 03 January 2023

PROJECT NAME:
Gore Creek Promenade Renewal
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Optional question (152 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Likert Question

Gore Creek Promenade Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 03 January 2023
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gbarrie
Text Box
The current configuration and condition of the Gore Creek Promenade Park area is satisfactory and enhances guest experience.

gbarrie
Text Box
The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more opportunities for guests to interact with Gore Creek physically and visually.

gbarrie
Text Box
The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more and varying opportunities for seating and out-of-restaurant dining.

gbarrie
Text Box
The section of Gore Creek passing through the Gore Creek Promenade Park area should be protected and the streambanks restored similarly to what has occurred in outlying areas of town.

gbarrie
Text Box
Regularly programmed events, such as the weekly kayak race series, have a positive impact on my business, residence or my experience in Vail.

gbarrie
Text Box
There is currently too much vegetation in the Gore Creek Promenade Park area.

gbarrie
Text Box
Art installations, such as the Vail Winterfest ice sculptures, have a positive impact on my business, residence, or my experience in Vail.

gbarrie
Text Box
The width of the existing paver walkway along the building façade is sufficient to accommodate the pedestrian traffic it receives.

gbarrie
Text Box
The existing social trail between the Gore Creek Promenade Park area and the Covered Bridge Pocket Park on Bridge Street should be formalized and enhanced.

gbarrie
Text Box
The existing gas fire pit is a positive park element and is worth the cost of operation and possible environmental impact.

gbarrie
Text Box
Special events staged on the Gore Creek Promenade Park area have a positive impact on my business, residence, or my experience in Vail.



Q1  I am

118 (77.6%)

118 (77.6%)

19 (12.5%)

19 (12.5%)14 (9.2%)

14 (9.2%) 1 (0.7%)

1 (0.7%)

A resident Affiliated with a business A guest Neither

Question options

Mandatory Question (152 response(s))
Question type: Dropdown Question

Gore Creek Promenade Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 03 January 2023
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Q2  If a resident

10 (8.1%)
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Question type: Dropdown Question

Gore Creek Promenade Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 03 January 2023
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Q3  If affiliated with a business (check all that apply)

Business owner Employee Located on Gore Creek Promenade Located in Vail Village

Located in other areas of Vail Restaurant Shop or gallery
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Gore Creek Promenade Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 03 January 2023
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Gore Creek Promenade 
Short Survey Results 

SURVEY RESPONSE REPORT
26 November 2018 - 29 January 2023

PROJECT NAME:
Gore Creek Promenade Renewal Public Survey



Q4  Please rank each statement below.
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Gore Creek Promenade Public Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 29 January 2023
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gbarrie
Text Box
The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more opportunities for guests to interact with Gore Creek physically and visually.

gbarrie
Text Box
The existing gas fire pit is a positive park element and is worth the cost of operation and possible environmental impact.

gbarrie
Text Box
Removing selected trees and shrubs could have a positive impact on the park

gbarrie
Text Box
The Gore Creek Promenade Park area needs more and varying opportunities for seating and gathering.



Q1  Are you a resident or guest of Vail?
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Gore Creek Promenade Public Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 29 January 2023
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Q2  If a guest, how often do you visit?
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Gore Creek Promenade Public Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 29 January 2023
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Q3  How do you use the Gore Creek Promenade Park? (Check all that apply)

Shopping/dining During special events such as Winterfest or GoPro Mountain Games

Accessing Gore Creek (wading, tubing, rafting/kayaking) Gathering with friends/family Gathering at the fire pit

Quiet relaxation/nice place to hang out/people watching During the winter During the summer
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Gore Creek Promenade Public Survey : Survey Report for 26 November 2018 to 29 January 2023

Page 4 of 10
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Gore Creek Promenade Renewal 
Written Survey Comments by Demographic 
January 2023 

Note: Comments are copied verbatim from the survey.  Grammar and spelling have not been corrected. 

Vail Village Residents 
• Concrete WIDE full parkside stairs that allow easy access / egress to river and seating and flood

control would enhance park side and usage
• This area has been a great multiuser area, including tubing with my kids. Let's also make it non-

smoking!
• It would be great if both sides of the creek were accessible
• The Gore Creek at the end of Meadow Dr. along the path to Lionshead should also be enhanced at the

same time . This section has a lot of foot and bike traffic and needs the same attention as the
Promenade Park.

Vail Village Business Owners 
• Do not remove trees. Improve bank of creek. Get better cover for area than grass do not cut off

access to businesses when you do whatever you do
• It would be nice to formalize the path by Up the Creek. I see kids using this path all the time to go

tubing from the cover bridge down to the international bridge. In the last few years I have seen more
and more people using the grassy area of the GCPP. It seems to have turned into a swimming hole,
kayak zone and tubing area for families to enjoy. The addition of picnic tables would be a nice touch.
The grassy area does has poor drainage and seems to never dry out after a rain. This can tear up the
grass when there is heavy use. Maybe you could grate the area in a way that prevents this or lay down
a turf type of material

• Having watched the rapid decline of the turf this summer, clearly another option is needed. As a
business owner, my first concern is the loss of guest experience and that would be the aesthetic and
view. I would want to make sure that any improvements are just that, enhancements to the current
offering, not detracting from the natural beauty that is offered. A balance of hard surfaces and natural
elements seems ideal. The current vegetation, trees, and layout of the promenade forces a lot of
people into a small area, that is clear. This is an area that is heavily used by families looking to relax
and cool off in the creek. It has also become a popular meeting place for young locals and visitors
alike to gather and be social. It would seem that better seating opportunities would be welcomed by
all. Can there be areas designated for restaurant take-away use? Beer Garden type access, where
guests can be social but in a designated space for alcohol? I am also sensitive to the environmental
impact that all of the "traffic" is having on the creek and watershed. However, the easy access to the
creek has made this a popular destination for water-goers. How do we continue to provide a fun
guest experience while minimizing the environmental piece? Spreading out the access may help,
giving guests more "shoreline" to enjoy and reducing the traffic on the current space? Looking
forward to see what the plans entail and how this can improve a space that is rapidly gaining
popularity.

• We own the Sweet Basil and Mountain Standard restaurants in Vail, so we have a very nice "front
row" view of the park. It is one of the only places in the Village that guests can access the creek easily,
so no surprise that it gets lots of traffic. The natural grass is nice in theory, however it clearly doesn't
have a chance with the significant year round traffic the area receives. Artificial grass would likely hold
up, but aesthetically I cannot see this fitting the area. So I guess this is where the landscape architects
earn their $$. I suppose some configuration of wood and stone, likely remove some vegetation to the
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west of us to include more diverse and comfortable seating/picnic areas. The large pines towards the 
east side of the promenade....beautiful trees for sure, however a pollen storm nightmare in the 
summer, and a lot of real estate occupied. Maybe remove and replace with more aspens? I believe 
the walkway adjacent to the shops is more than ample for the traffic we see. I can honestly say after 
all the years we have been here, a day or two over the Go Pro Games are the only times I've seen the 
walkway maxed out for a few hours. And while of course we want to protect the river, I hope access 
will still be allowed as it is a highlight for the kids throughout the summer for wading/tubing after the 
peak run-off has subsided. Bottom line, some tough choices to make, but I'm glad the TOV is looking 
into it. The park is a true gem in Vail and a favorite of our guests and locals alike. Let's make it as 
terrific as it can be. Thank you, Matt Morgan  

• I am opposed to doing something that would provide a permanent walkway from the area in front of 
the Creekside building so as to provide access to Bridge Street. The whole purpose of the stairway 
into the area past Fuzziwigs and The Raitman Gallery is to provide a flow to and from the village to 
that area. There is no purpose in providing a paved path to Bridge Street. Actually I would propose 
some barrier to prevent entrance or exit traffic from this area along the Creek to Bridge Street if the 
idea is to go behind the Creekside Building and Pepi's. It would have to be some odd ball design 
because it would be much to close to the patio at Up The Creek, too close to the Creek, and pass 
under the decks on the rear of Pepi's. It would be a shame to destroy the trees in this area. I would be 
opposed to additional out of restaurant dining in this area unless it is for the restaurants that 
presently exist in this area. The Town has already made it as difficult as possible for the existing 
restaurants with the new regulations regarding deliveries. Additional competition and access to 
businesses other than those that presently exist in the buildings surrounding this area is inappropriate 
and unfair. I believe that we presently have enough "manufactured areas" (snow melted streets and 
sidewalks, Bellagio type fountain near the Red Lion, fake grass in front of Solaris) and the natural bank 
that presently exists to the Gore Creek is a refreshing change to the "Disney Land" approach to the 
village. The original idea was to make Vail Village similar to the quaint villages in Europe. What was 
wrong with that idea? Peter Switzer  

• We have faith in whatever you decide for the promenade. We love that you are putting so much 
attention on the area and consideration into how to improve the space. We are very blessed to have 
our business in such a beautiful setting by the creek. We would love to add a sculpture to the area 
and one of our clients is ready to donate a piece to the town. The sculpture they envision features a 
group of kids jumping into the water. It would look amazing somewhere in the park by the creek. We 
welcome the opportunity to discuss their vision as they would love to work with the town to facilitate 
the donation and plan for the sculpture. There are several other spaces that the piece would look 
great in around Vail and we figure that given the attention given to the park at the moment this 
would be a wonderful thing to consider. The piece, to be donated entirely by the clients, is $250,000 
so it is a significant donation. We love where we get to operate our business and we appreciate the 
thought that is being put into such a special spot in Vail! I primarily operate our galleries in 
Breckenridge and I am constantly envious of the view my brother has out of our windows and onto 
the creek from his desk! Sincerely, Brian Raitman  

• I love the area as is. People utilize it everyday with their families. The improvements might be 
cleaning up the park. We have enough bike and ski racks. I don't think we need anymore trees or 
flowers. I feel the landscape people are doing a great job. One of my clients want to put a magnificent 
sculpture somewhere in Vail, so maybe a significant sculpture might be good there. Raitman Art 
Galleries  
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Vail Village Employee 
• The winter ice sculptures and summer kayak series, as well as the music are so integral to this zone. 

Whereas by Solaris it’s all hard scaping it loses the charm of being outdoors. There’s a happy medium. 
I think it makes it more like a village with greenery and a walking path. 

• Green spaces that allow people to interact with the environment and facilitate activity are vital. Just 
because it's not making money doesn't mean it's not valuable. 

• I think natural beauty is what draws so many people to this area (both tourists and locals). It is very 
important to keep these green spaces as natural and native as possible to have them stay for longer 
and attract natural wildlife as well. I think having a green space by the gore is wonderful and allows 
myself and my dog to regularly wade in during the summer. It’s a social area and quite beautiful 

• Whatever you do make it environmently sustainable. No out of place vegetation/ plants. Create a way 
do identify water access points and add signs about problems with erosion educate 

• It is one of the prettiest places in the Village and it is right in the heart of the village. I think it should 
be more of a focal point and should be maintained as such. 

• Please leave Gore Creek as natural as possible! The work that's been done to restore it is fantastic. 
Increasing traffic along the creek will only ruin those efforts. 

 
Vail Resident 
• I hope that the creek areas that are accessible to people can be made more durable and that 

protected areas to protect the health of the creek are made more off limits so that the creeksides are 
not degraded. 

• Vail should formalize and improve the trail along the river east of the promenade area. There should 
be creek access to the kayak arena on the south side creek I think the fireplace could be 
removed/improved, more and better access to the river perhaps add some shade structures or trees 
to the east corner 

• I hope that the creek areas that are accessible to people can be made more durable and that 
protected areas to protect the health of the creek are made more off limits so that the creeksides are 
not degraded. 

• This survey seems to infer that I either need to live in the village or own or work at a business in the 
village which I do not. I feel that all residents of Vail have a valid opinion on this topic. While this area 
obviously needs more and better thought out seating I am not in favor of expanding the restaurant 
seating into this area which I believe should be preserved as green space and I want to be clear about 
that. It's a terrific space to utilize for Art in Public Spaces and would like to see more guest 
interactions surrounding that year round. 

• Please retain as much grassy area as possible. Too much concrete and/or stone detracts from the 
village 

• Please do not “improve” this area with pavers and remove the grass. It should be restored to a natural 
state. Not developed with wasted $$! Spend money of grass seed and native stream bank plantings. 

• Use boulders and natural features to eliminate turf and grass issues 
• I am concerned about water quality for Gore Creek. 
• More seating areas would be great and also shade. It’s so sunny and hot in vail in the summer, when I 

have friends/family visit and we’re wondering town we are constantly seeking shade. 
• More riparian buffer for ecosystem health! 
• I like the current configuration, it just needs refreshing 
• VR should pay for any enhancements since they killed every fish in that stretch of the creek 
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• Better area for picnics (often the grass is to muddy to sit on), more river access and some sort of 
shaded structure. Better path from there to the covered bridge. Natural play structure would also be 
fun for families 

• I personally love setting up a blanket and hanging by the creek in the summer, as well as many of my 
friends. I also participate in the white water series and have for the past 4 years and it’s always a great 
community turn out! I love the park feel and hope that we can preserve the river bank and ensure a 
little slice of nature next to the beauty of our mountain creek. 

• Please protect the existing gorgeous vegetation and existing green space. We are turning out town 
too commercial and are forgetting about outdoor space 

• not really sure what you mean by protected like other areas. If that means wild bushes and vegetation 
obstructing child paddling and other river access or pedestrian access for that stretch i would strongly 
disagree. With boulders as bank it seems pretty natural at moment and a fairly short part of the 
stream. I'd say keep the willows etc if as much as possible if you formalize the social path up to Bridge 
street.  

• The trees in Gore Creek Promenade Park are overgrown and could thinned to allow more sun in the 
park. The park should remain as natural as possible and should not include any additional art, signage, 
tables, benches etc. Let it me a nice picnic area in the warm weather months. The temporary ice 
sculptures are an a asset during snow season. Please clean up the overgrowth and otherwise leave 
the park alone. It does NOT need to be gentrified!  

• definitely more seating, maybe on both sides of the creek  
• Use of the promenade is foundational to the Vail experience, there are already thousands of linear 

feet of stream bank in Vail that are in a natural state, don’t fall for a false environmental agenda and 
ruin the very experience people come here for.  

• In the summer…There should be safe spots for children to enter and float with inner tubes on the 
gore creek. In winter the fire pit should have a larger paved circular area with at least 20 Adirondack 
type chairs to enjoy on sunny Apres ski afternoons where kids and parents can enjoy s’mores station 
offered from a wagon or similar concept. 

Eagle County Resident 
• Use boulders and natural features to eliminate turf and grass issues 
• This project is of a different scale but is a wonderful example of how to blend natural areas with 

pedestrian areas and increase the usability of our beautiful area. 
https://www.traverseticker.com/news/design-unveiled-for-new-downtown-riverwalk-pedestrian-
plaza/ 

• Please keep it as natural as it was couple years ago, keep the vegetation and minimize the use of it for 
events. Guests can enjoy the Gore Creek and his beauty by Ford Park. 

• A riparian area needs to be maintained but that can also be done to enjoy it more 
• It is great to be able to interact with that particular stretch of Gore Creek  

Guest 
• Every effort should be made for a natural landscape that allows human accessability, observation, 

appreciation, education. Art that enhances, embellishes wildlife to be encouraged 
• We are frequent guests in Vail, and I would hate to see this little area become even more over used. I 

would like to see it restored back to a more natural look and feel in keeping with the rest of Gore 
Creek 

• The creek needs more easy access points for recreational uses. The big grassy lawn area could have a 
better beach, with additional levels or an amphitheater type of vibe but still green grass.  

https://www.traverseticker.com/news/design-unveiled-for-new-downtown-riverwalk-pedestrian-plaza/
https://www.traverseticker.com/news/design-unveiled-for-new-downtown-riverwalk-pedestrian-plaza/
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