
 

 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION NO.  2023-02 

 

A RESOLUTION concerning: 

 

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT (“ZMA”) 21-02 

ADOPTION OF CRITICAL AREA ZONE LAYER 2022 

 

 

FOR the purpose of amending the Charles County Critical Area Zone Boundary 

by establishing the digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone 

Layer, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference as the “Critical 

Area Map Update Exhibit.” 

 

WHEREAS, Title 4 of the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, 

as amended, empowers the County Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland to enact 

zoning regulations and create zoning districts; and 

 

WHEREAS, as further stated in Attachment A, which is attached hereto and 

incorporated by reference, the County Commissioners of Charles County are required by 

state law to transition from a reliance upon certain State wetlands maps to a Statewide 

Base Map prepared by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR), which 

includes a State-determined shoreline and landward boundary of tidal wetlands and a 

digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Boundary as appropriate for 

integration into a Geographic Information System (GIS); and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with § 297-448 of the Charles County Zoning 

Ordinance, notices were sent via certified mail to each property owner whose land is 

within a two-hundred-foot radius of the digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot 

Critical Area Zone Layer; and  

 

WHEREAS, after due notice was published in accordance with § 297-448, the 

Planning Commission of Charles County, Maryland, conducted a public hearing on 

September 19, 2022, and unanimously voted to recommend that the County 

Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland, amend the Official Zoning Maps by 

deleting the 1,000-foot Critical Area Boundary and replacing it with the digitally 

generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer on the Statewide Base Map 

that was produced in accordance with state law; and 

 

WHEREAS, after due notice was published in accordance with § 297-448, the 

County Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland, conducted a public hearing on 

November 2, 2022; and 

 



WHEREAS, after review and consideration of the findings of fact and conclusion 

of law incorporated herein as Attachment A, the County Commissioners of Charles 

County, Maryland are of the opinion and belief that it is in the best public interest of, and 

in furtherance of the public health, safety and welfare of the current and future residents 

of Charles County, Maryland, and in order to achieve the purposes set out in the Land 

Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland and other applicable state law, to adopt 

and approve this Zoning Map Amendment together with the digitally generated, 

georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer as required by State law. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commissioners of 

Charles County, Maryland, that the Charles County Official Zoning Maps are hereby 

amended by deleting the 1,000-foot Critical Area Boundary and replacing it with the 

digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer on the Statewide 

Base Map that was produced in accordance with House Bill 1253 (2008), a copy of which 

is attached hereto and incorporated by reference as the “Critical Area Map Update 

Exhibit;” and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as a result of the remapping, the designation 

of an unclassified area that was not previously within the Chesapeake and Atlantic 

Coastal Bays Critical Area may not affect any development and/or development activity 

shown on a plan under review by the Department of Planning and Growth Management 

as of September 19, 2022; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if any clause, sentence, section, part or parts 

of this Resolution, including Attachment A, the “Critical Area Map Update Exhibit” and 

the digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer is found to be 

unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this Resolution, Attachment A, or the 

“Critical Area Map Update Exhibit”, and the County Commissioners of Charles County, 

Maryland, hereby declare that they would have adopted the remaining parts of the 

Resolution or any section thereof together with the Attachment A and the “Critical Area 

Map Update Exhibit”, if they had known any such clause, sentence, article, section, part 

or parties of this Resolution would be declared unconstitutional or invalid; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution, which is cross-referenced 

with Bill No. 2022-10 (ZTA 21-169) shall take effect forty-five (45) calendar days after 

it is adopted, or upon approval by the Maryland State Critical Area Commission under 

the authority granted by § 8-1801 et seq. of the Natural Resources Article of the Maryland 

Annotated Code, whichever is later.  If approved, in whole or in part, after the forty-five 

(45) calendar days, the approved provisions of this Resolution shall take effect on the 

date the notice of approval is received by the Department of Planning & Growth 

Management.  If disapproved, in whole or in part, the disapproved portions of this 

Resolution shall be null and void without the necessity of further action by the County 

Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland. 

 

 



Adopted this 24th day of January 2023.  

 
 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF  

CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND 

           

           

      _________________________________

      Reuben B. Collins, II, Esq., President

  

 

_________________________________ 

Gilbert O. Bowling, III 

 

 

__________________________________ 

      Thomasina O. Coates, M.S. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Ralph E. Patterson, II, M.A. 

 

 

__________________________________ 

      Amanda M. Stewart, M.Ed. 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Carol A. DeSoto, CAP, OM, Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ATTACHMENT A 

 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT #21-02 

ADOPTION OF CRITICAL AREA ZONE LAYER 2022 

 

 

After a Public Hearing on the proposed Zoning Map Amendment, held November 

2, 2022, having considered the entire record made at such hearing including all testimony, 

documents, and exhibits offered therein by way of oral, written, or referenced material 

and in light of matters of public record of which official notice has been taken, the County 

Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland hereby make the following Findings of Fact 

and Conclusions of Law applicable to ZMA #21-02, Adoption of Critical Area Zone 

Layer 2022, for the approval of a local map amendment under Article XXVII of the 

Charles County Zoning Ordinance.  

 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The purpose of the Critical Area Zone (Overlay Zone) is to establish regulatory 

protection for land and water resources within 1,000 feet of tidal waters and tidal 

wetlands, including land use development standards to reduce impacts to water 

quality and natural habitats. 

 

2. The Maryland General Assembly passed the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area 

Protection Program in 1984, which amongst other things, established the Critical 

Area Commission which was responsible for creating the criteria for local 

jurisdictions to minimize the adverse effects of human activities on water quality 

and natural habitats. 

 

3. The criteria, promulgated by the Critical Area Commission in 1985 and approved 

by the General Assembly in 1986, included three land classifications based upon 

the predominant land use and intensity of development at the time that the areas 

were first mapped on State wetland maps, which were originally hand-drawn and 

therefore has inherent inaccuracies. 

 

4. Chapter 119 (House Bill 1253) (2008) requires, amongst other things, the 

transition from reliance upon State wetland maps to a Statewide Base Map that 

includes a State-determined shoreline and landward boundary of tidal wetland and 

digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer as 

appropriate for integration into a Geographic Information System. 

 

5. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is required to distribute the portion 

of the Statewide Base Map to each local jurisdiction with an approved Critical 

Area Program. 



6. The Critical Area Commission transmitted the digitally generated, georeferenced 

1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer to Charles County on January 28, 2021, 

which has been and continues to be available for public viewing here: 

 

https://charlesco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=892d02e7

dabb43f080823a531072ba55 

 

7. The proposed Amendment is consistent with the policy and action 

recommendations of the 2016 Charles County Comprehensive Plan to: 

 

a. Maintain a safe and healthy environment by protecting air, water, and land 

resources, and preventing the degradation of those resources from 

pollutants; 

b. Implement and enforce the County’s Critical Area Program, which is 

designed to foster more sensitive development along the shoreline so as to 

minimize damage to water quality and wildlife habitats; 

c. Protect the habits of rare, threatened, and endangered species to maintain 

their long-term survival and biodiversity; 

d. Conserve large tracts of contiguous forestland and forest interior dwelling 

bird habitat (FIDS) determined to be significance due to their value for 

wildlife habitat, water quality and air quality; 

e. Implement and enhance the County’s environmental preservation and 

conservation objectives through administrative mechanisms including 

subdivision regulations, sediment and erosion control, environmental 

review processes, development regulations, and zoning; 

f. Place a high degree of restriction on the use of waterfront land in the form 

of low residential densities, and high levels of protection for forest land 

and agricultural land regulated under the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area 

Program; and 

g. Protect shoreline habitats such as tidal wetlands, shellfish harvesting 

areas, colonial water bird nesting sites, and waterfowl staging and 

concentration areas through the habitat protection policies established in 

the County’s Critical Area Program.  

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The County Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland, in consideration of the above 

Findings of Fact, hereby determine that repealing the Critical Area Zone Maps as 

referenced in Chapter 297 of the Code of Charles County, Maryland, and adopting the 

digitally generated, georeferenced 1,000-foot Critical Area Zone Layer, meets the criteria 

and requirements of House Bill 1253 (2008) as shown on the map attached hereto.  

https://charlesco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=892d02e7dabb43f080823a531072ba55
https://charlesco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=892d02e7dabb43f080823a531072ba55



