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Memo
To: Mayor and Council

Tracey Nicholson, City Administrator

From: Jim Chandler, Director of Community & Economic Development, Assistant City Administrator

CC: Ron Brooks, City Treasurer

Date: April 11, 2018

Re: Urban Investment Partners – SGIF Application Request 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Mayor, Council and City Administrator with summary 
of a request from Urban Investment Partners (UIP) to support an application to the State of Maryland’s 
Strategic Demolition and Smart Growth Impact Fund (SGIF) program.

 Maryland DHCD announced the FY2019 Strategic Demolition Fund application cycle with 
applications due on or before May 16, 2018.

 The Strategic Demolition Fund is administered by the Maryland Department of Housing & 
Community Development to catalyze activities that accelerate economic development and job 
production in existing Maryland communities.

 On April 2, 2018, Urban Investment Partners (UIP) submitted a request to the City of Hyattsville to 
consider sponsoring a $500,000 SGIF application to the State of Maryland.  

 Staff is requesting the Mayor and Council provide with Staff direction as to whether they would like 
to proceed with sponsoring an application and if so, would require the City Council to authorize a 
resolution at its meeting on May 7, 2018.  

Program Details
The Strategic Demolition Fund, established in 2011, is administered by the Maryland Department of 
Housing & Community Development and is intended as project gap financing to catalyze activities that 
accelerate economic development and job production in existing Maryland communities. The Fund aims 
to improve the economic viability of “grey field development,” which often faces more barriers than 
sprawling “green field development.”
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Program Eligibility
In order for a project to be eligible for funding it must be located in a geographic area designated by the 
Governor’s Smart Growth Subcabinet and must support the plan that has been approved by the Smart 
Growth Subcabinet as a Sustainable Community Plan.  Sustainable Communities are areas found within 
Priority Funding Areas and are targeted for revitalization.  

As a State of Maryland designated Sustainable Community, the City is eligible to apply for SGIF grants as 
well as other State funding programs authorized under the Sustainable Communities Act of 2010.  

Lead applicants for Strategic Demolition Fund – Statewide are:
 Local governments working outside of Baltimore City
 Nonprofit Community Development Organizations working outside of Baltimore City
 Private entities are not eligible to apply directly, but may have an application sponsored by an 

eligible entity.

Eligible projects include:
 Demolition of derelict non-contributing structures
 Site acquisition and assembly to create redevelopment-sized parcels for solicitation or 

planned development
 Site development
 Construction-level architectural and engineering designs

UIP Request to the City of Hyattsville
On April 2, 2018, Urban Investment Partners (UIP) submitted a request to the City of Hyattsville to 
consider sponsoring a $500,000 SGIF application to the State of Maryland.  UIP’s letter also states that it 
intends on applying for an additional $500,000 in funding in the FY2020 cycle.  UIP is proposing 
redevelopment of the west side of the 5300 block of Baltimore Avenue, Hyattsville.  The development, 
‘The Armory Apartments’, is tentatively proposed to include 285-residential units and 31,000 sq.ft. of 
ground floor retail and an estimated value of $100 million.  

UIP is requesting the City to serve as the applicant for its application request to the State of Maryland.  
Staff has confirmed with Maryland DHCD staff that they have spoken with UIP representatives and advised 
that UIP make a request to the City of Hyattsville.  The City of Hyattsville as submitted a previous request 
similar to this pending request.  In 2009, the City of Hyattsville, via Resolution 2009-04, approved 
submission of a $1.2 million Community Legacy application to assist with funding streetscape, sidewalks 
and other infrastructure costs directly related to the EYA Arts District Hyattsville project.

In addition to the Statewide SGIF fund, during the 2017 State legislative session, the National Capital 
Strategic Economic Development Fund was established and eceived $1 million in the FY19 budget. This is 
the first time the program has been funded. Maryland DHCD is expected to include information about this 
new source of funding as part of the application round briefing for FY19.
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Next Steps
Last month Maryland DHCD announced the FY2019 funding application cycle with applications due on or 
before May 16, 2018.

In order to meet the due date for this year’s cycle, Staff is requesting the Mayor and Council provide with 
Staff direction as to whether they would like to proceed with sponsoring an application and if so, would 
require the City Council to authorize a resolution at its meeting on May 7, 2018.  Any funding awarded to 
the City would be available July 1, 2018 and would be required to be 50% expended by June 30, 2019 and 
completely expended by June 30, 2020.  


