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Fair Housing: Needed 50 Years Ago, Needed Now 

Why do we need the Fair Housing Act? Looking back 50 years ... 

"President Johnson, who had considered the 1966 housing bill his most devastating political defeat, did not 
back down. In the summer of 1967, Mondale called a black veteran to testify. Decorated for his service in 
Vietnam, Carlos Campbell had been appointed to a job in the Pentagon. Standing rigid in a crisp white 
uniform, he told the Senate housing and urban affairs subcommittee how he and his wife were unable to 
rent an apartment in the white neighborhoods near his new post in Arlington, Va., even with the help of the 
Defense Department's housing office. 

"Up until the spring of 1965 I was largely convinced that our racial problems were rapidly diminishing, and 
that education, professional credibility, and financial integrity were the necessary vehicles for obtaining full 
rights as a citizen," Campbell said. Once off the military base, he said, he'd been forced to "re-examine my 
philosophy." The man who had, in his own words, been entrusted with "safeguarding the nation's most 
delicate secrets" told senators that he had been turned away from more than 36 apartments because of his 
race.1 

And still, Congress refused to pass the Fair Housing Act, until almost a year later. On April 4, 1968, Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated; 125 cities erupted in riots, with 70,000 military and National 
Guardsmen deployed in 29 states. President Johnson signed the Fair Housing Act a week later. The bill 
was an attempt to address racial segregation and discrimination. 

Recent local stories underscore the necessity of the Fair Housing Act today ... 

It has been 50 years since the passage of the federal Fair Housing Act. While discrimination today is 
usually more covert - often done with a smile and handshake - we continue to receive complaints related 
to race, as well as other forms of discrimination.**2 FHANC recently received a complaint from an African
American renter whose housing provider told her, upon moving in, that her neighbors would be upset 
with her for renting to an African-American tenant. This landlord began harassing the tenant, and 
following a dispute about rent, placed a sign in her window: "Black Section 8 Tenant - Shameless 
[tenant's name]." 

In another case, FHANC conducted a two-part investigation at a property in Marin, using callers with 
racially-identifiable voices. In both instances, the housing provider refused to schedule a private 
appointment with the African-American callers; however, when speaking with Caucasian callers just 
hours later, he agreed to meet without question and offered a lower security deposit. 

These examples provide a glimpse into the kind of work still required - 50 years later - to continue the 
fight for equal housing opportunity. 

1 For the full story: 
https://www.propublica.org/article/living-apaii-how-the-government-betrayed-a-landmark-civil-rights-law 

2 Under the Federal Fair Housing Act, it is illegal to discriminate against people on the basis of their race, color, religion, national 
origin, gender, family status, or disability. There are additional protections under California's fair housing laws. 
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FAIR HOUSING ADVOCATES OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

FAIR HOUSING MONTH -APRIL 2018 

EVENTS CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE PASSAGE OF THE FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING ACT 

FAIR HOUSING CONFERENCE 2018: Wednesday, April 25, 2018 - San Rafael 

2018 is a landmark year for Fair Housing! The Fair Housing Conference will commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the passage of the Fair Housing Act, looking at what the Fair Housing Act has 
achieved and what we must still accomplish, featuring experts in the fair housing field who will 
address pressing fair housing concerns affecting Marin and the Bay Area. The conference will offer 
opportunities to engage in strategies to further fair housing. 

FAIR HOUSING POSTER CONTEST: Awards Ceremony April 2, 2018 - Supervisors' 

Chambers, San Rafael 

The Fair Housing Poster Contest educates children in Marin on the concepts of diversity and fair 

housing and challenges their creativity. The contest is open to students in grades K-8 and 
culminates with an Awards Ceremony attended by school children, teachers, parents, elected 
officials and community representatives. The 2018 Mistress of Ceremonies is Mary Jane Burke, 
Marin County Superintendent of Schools, and Marin County Supervisor Judy Arnold will make a 
special presentation. During the ceremony, 50th Year Anniversary proclamations by Marin County 
jurisdictions will be presented. 

FAIR HOUSING POETRY CONTEST: Awards Ceremony April 2, 2018 - San Rafael 

The Poetry Contest gives children in grades 4-12 the opportunity to express their views and 
creative insights on the concepts of diversity, inclusion, and fair housing. The winning poems will 

be featured at the Fair Housing Awards ceremony on April 2, 2018, described above. 

STORYTELLER PROGRAM: Shows during April 2018 at schools in Marin County 

The program features thought-provoking and entertaining stories promoting diversity and 
respect, told by Master Storytellers. These fun, interactive stories are followed by discussions with 
children in the audience, reinforcing ideas about the importance of how we connect to those 
around us, despite our differences. The free shows are presented on-site to schools or after-school 

programs in Marin County to children in grades K-8. 

PROCLAMATIONS RECOGNIZING APRIL AS FAIR HOUSING MONTH 

We request multiple jurisdictions to issue proclamations declaring April as Fair Housing month in 
recognition of the importance of fair housing laws in eliminating housing discrimination. The 
proclamations are presented at the Fair Housing Poster and Poetry Contest Awards Ceremony, 
described above. 
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FAIR HOUSING CONFERENCE 2018 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary 

of the Passage of the Federal Fair Housing Act 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Embassy Suites Hotel, San Rafael 

The Fair Housing Conference will commemorate this important milestone featuring 
experts in the fair housing field who will address pressing fair housing concerns 
affecting Marin and the Bay Area, and offer opportunities to engage in strategies to 
further fair housing. 

Mark your calendars and check our website for upcoming details on the conference 
program, featured speakers, and registration information. 
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Contact us 
For more information or to get involved, contact: 
Adriana Ames, Education Director 
(415) 457-2390 • adriana@fairhousingnorcal.org
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