
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE: Adoption of the 2022 California Building Standards Code

DEPARTMENT: Development Services

PREPARED BY: Brendan Reilly, Chief Building Official

PRESENTED FOR: ☒Action ☐Information only ☐Discussion

RECOMMENDATION:

1. Waive reading, read by Title only and adopt Bill No. 1023-C.S. “An ordinance of 
the City of Eureka amending Eureka Municipal Code Title 15, Chapter 150, 
including Sections 150.002 and 150.015 through 150.026, adopting by reference 
the 2022 editions of the California Building Standards Code and related model 
codes with appendices and amendments all relating to building regulations”; and 

2. Waive reading, read by title only and adopt Bill No. 1022-C.S. “An ordinance of 
the City of Eureka amending Eureka Municipal Code Title 9, Chapter 92, 
including Sections 92.01 through 92.07 adopting by reference the 2022 edition of 
the California Fire Code and related model code with appendices and 
amendments all relating to fire regulations.”

FISCAL IMPACT

☒No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

• Financially Sound City Providing Effective Services
• Municipal Code Update

DISCUSSION

The California Building Standards Commission (BSC) updates and amends the 

California Building Standards Code every three years.  California Health and Safety 
Code Section 18938 mandates that the most recent edition of this code shall apply to all 
occupancies throughout the State and shall become effective 180 days after publication 
in the California Building Standards Code.  For this code cycle, the effective date will be 
January 1, 2023.



If approved, Bill No. 1023-C.S. adopts the 2022 California Building Standards Code by 
reference to include:   

• 2022 California Building Code (Title 24, Part 2) based on the 2021 International 
Building Code;

• 2022 California Residential Code (Title 24, Part 2.5) based on the 2021
International Residential Code;

• 2022 California Electrical Code (Title 24, Part 3) based on the 2020 National 
Electrical Code;

• 2022 California Mechanical Code (Title 24, Part 4) based on the 2021 Uniform 
Mechanical Code;

• 2022 California Plumbing Code (Title 24, Part 5) based on the 2021 Uniform 
Plumbing Code;

• 2022 California Energy Code (Title 24, Part 6);
• 2022 California Historical Building Code (Title 24, Part 8);
• 2022 California Fire Code (Title 24, Part 9) based on the 2021 International Fire 

Code;
• 2022 California Existing Building Code (Title 24, Part 10) based on the 2021

International Existing Building Code;
• 2022 California Green Building Standards Code (Title 24, Part 11);

If approved, Bill No. 1022-C.S. adopts the 2022 California Fire Code by reference to 
update the current fire safety provisions found in Chapter 92 of the EMC.  Several 
amendments to the Fire Code are in included in Bill No. 1022-C.S., all of which are 
consistent with amendments made by Humboldt Bay Fire and the Joint Powers 
Authority within Humboldt County.

The 2022 California Building Standards Code incorporates the above referenced model 
codes, which have been amended by the BSC to increase the safety of the public and 
to reduce the potential for property damage from fire, earthquakes and other natural or 
manmade disasters.  It has been widely demonstrated where the latest construction 
codes were adopted and properly enforced, losses were dramatically reduced.

Building fees do not increase by adopting the 2022 California Building Standards Code.  

Municipal code 150.028 provides that building fees will continue to be adopted by 
resolution.  Building fees are contained in the “Schedule of Fees and Service Charges” 
and considered annually by the City Council.

Local governments may amend the building standards contained in California Code of 
Regulations (CCR), Title 24 for all occupancies, and the regulations of the Department 
of Housing and Community Development applicable to residential structures.  The 
provisions of law that permit these local government amendments contain subtle 
differences.  Building Standards Law requires the following:



• The governing body of the local government must make express findings that 
amendments to the building standard contained in CCR, T-24 are necessary 
because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions.

• The local government amendments must provide a more restrictive building 
standard than that contained in CCR, T-24.

• The amendments are neither effective nor operative until copies of both the 
express findings and the amendments, with the amendments expressly marked 
and identified as to the applicable findings, have been filed with the California 
Building Standards Commission.  

Bill No. 1023-C.S. contains two amendments to the California Building Code (CBC).  
The proposed amendments are found EMC Section 150.016.  The first amends CBC 
Chapter 5 by adding Sections 502.1 and 502.2.  These sections change the minimum 
address number size on buildings from four inches to six inches and add a requirement 
for individual address numbers on multi-tenant buildings.  These changes were made to 
bring the CBC in line with the California Fire Code, which is being amended in a similar 
manner by Humboldt Bay Fire.  The amendments have been in effect in Eureka since 
2014.

The second change to the CBC amends Chapter 18 by adding new Section 1801.1.4
regulating minimum floor elevation and site grading requirements in the City of Eureka.  
This section sets the minimum floor elevation for new structures at twelve and one-half 
feet (12.50’) and includes several exceptions.  The requirement has been in the Eureka 
Municipal Code for many years to accommodate for historic high tides in combination 
with significant rain events.

Bill No. 1023-C.S. also contains an amendment to the California Residential Code 
(CRC).  This amendment changes Chapter 4 by adding new Section R401.2.1.  This 
section replicates the minimum floor elevation requirement added to the Building Code.  

A few changes are noteworthy in the 2022 Building Standards Code.  

The California Electric code now requires a whole house surge protector be installed in 
residential dwelling units.  Additionally, gas HVAC, water heater, and range installations 
must be electric ready and be wired with a future use 240V circuit.  All new residential 
construction must also have one bathroom on the entry level that meets “Aging-in-
place” design features.  This requirement mandates a 32” minimum clear entry door, 
blocking for future grab bars, and receptacle and switch minimum height of 15” and 
maximum height of 48”.

On November 8, 2022, the Board of Appeals received a report from staff regarding the 
adoption of the 2022 Building Standards Code and 2022 Fire Code.  After discussion, 
the Board unanimously recommended that the necessary bills and resolutions be 
forwarded to the City Council for introduction and/or adoption.  



ATTACHMENTS:

• Bill No.1023-C.S. – California Building Standards Code
• Bill No. 1022-C.S. – California Fire Code

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:                             
☐ City Attorney

☐City Clerk/Information Technology 
☐Community Services
☐Development Services

                                    ☐ Finance

☐ Fire

☐Human Resources

☐Police

☐Public Works
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