
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Resolution No. 2022 - 12XX

A Resolution of the Governing Board of the South Florida Water 
Management District authorizing the settlement of a condemnation 
action styled Florida Power & Light Company v. South Florida Water 
Management District, pending in the 15th Judicial Circuit in and for 
Palm Beach County, Florida, under Case No. 50-2022-CA-
010862XXXXMB, with respect to which the South Florida Water 
Management District will (i) grant a perpetual utility easement 
containing 3.44 acres, more or less, over portions of the Loxahatchee 
Slough Project in Palm Beach County, for $7,600, (ii) receive additional 
compensation of $380,900 for construction, restoration and 
miscellaneous costs that will be incurred by the District in connection 
with the Cypress Creek Wetland Restoration Project, and (iii) authorize
partial releases of two existing conservation easements of 3.03 acres, 
more or less, and 2.73 acres, more or less, for $5,996 and $5,504, 
respectively; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Florida Statutes, Sections 361.01 and 361.08, Florida
Power & Light Company (“FPL”) is constructing an electrical transmission line and is 
authorized to utilize eminent domain to acquire real estate interests for that purpose; and

WHEREAS, FPL, as the Plaintiff in the above styled case, brought an eminent 
domain action against the South Florida Water Management District ("District") for the 
acquisition of a perpetual utility easement interest containing 3.44 acres, more or less, 
(the “Easement Interest”), over portions of the Loxahatchee Slough Project in Palm
County; and

WHEREAS, the District has considered the public benefit provided by the District’s 
interest in the subject property and has concluded that FPL’s acquisition of the Easement 
Interest, as generally depicted on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference, in connection with FPL’s electrical transmission line project in this instance is 
not inconsistent with the overall purposes for which the District acquired the real property 
pursuant to Chapter 373, Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, in connection with the Loxahatchee Slough Project in Palm Beach 
County, the District acquired a Perpetual Conservation and Flowage/Inundation 
Easement with respect to 334.63 acres, more or less, identified as Tract No. DA100-020 
(“North Conservation Easement”) and a Deed of Conservation Easement, with respect to 
12,363.42 acres, more or less, identified as Tract No. DA100-021 (“South Conservation 
Easement”); and

WHEREAS, the District and the current landowners of the lands encumbered by 
the North Conservation Easement and the South Conservation Easement desire that (i) 
3.03 acres, more or less, of land interests encumbered by the North Conservation 
Easement, and 2.73 acres, more or less, of land interests encumbered by the South 
Conservation Easement, will be released, as generally depicted on Exhibit “B” attached 



hereto, (ii) the District will be paid compensation by FPL for release of the land interests 
in the amounts of $5,996 with respect to the North Conservation Easement, and $5,504 
with respect to the South Conservation Easement, and (iii) the District will retain 
applicable entry rights; and

WHEREAS, the District is authorized to release easement interests under terms 
and conditions determined by the Governing Board, pursuant to Section 373.096, Florida 
Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the District and FPL have reached a proposed settlement, the terms 
of which will be reflected in a Stipulated Order of Taking and Final Judgment (the “Final 
Judgment”) and submitted to the court for approval and entry; and

WHEREAS, the Final Judgment provides that (i) FPL will acquire the Easement 
Interest for the payment to the District of the amount of $7,600, (ii) in connection with 
FPL’s acquisition of the Easement Interest, the District will be paid additional 
compensation of $380,900 for construction, restoration and miscellaneous costs that will 
be incurred by the District in connection with Cypress Creek Wetland Restoration Project, 
and (iii) the District will be paid compensation for release of the land interests in the 
amounts of $5,996 with respect to the North Conservation Easement, and $5,504 with 
respect to the South Conservation Easement, with the District retaining applicable entry 
rights.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT:

Section 1. The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 
hereby authorizes the settlement of Florida Power & Light Company v. 
South Florida Water Management District, in the 15th Judicial Circuit Court 
in and for Palm Beach County, Florida, Case No. 50-2022-CA-
010862XXXXMB, which consists of (i) the acquisition by Florida Power & 
Light Company from the South Florida Water Management District of a 
perpetual utility easement containing 3.44 acres, more or less, for the 
payment to the District of the amount of $7,600, (ii)  in connection with the 
FPL’s acquisition of the utility easement, payment to the District of additional 
compensation of $380,900 for construction, restoration and miscellaneous 
costs that will be incurred by the District in connection with Cypress Creek 
Wetland Restoration Project, and (iii) the District being paid $5,996 and 
$5,504, respectively, for release of the conservation easement land 
interests of 3.03 acres, more or less, and 2.73 acres, more or less, with the 
District retaining applicable entry rights.

Section 2. The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 
hereby authorizes the Executive Director or the Executive Director’s 
designee to execute all documents needed to effectuate the terms of the 
settlement.

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

PASSED and ADOPTED this 8th day of December, 2022.


