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Memo
To: Mayor and Council 

CC: Tracey Nicholson, City Administrator 

From: Katie Gerbes, Community Planner
Jim Chandler, Asst. City Administrator & Director of Community & Economic Development 

Date: March 22, 2018

Re: DSP-17054 and SP-170001: Mama’s Care Congregate Living Facility 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the City Council with project details regarding an 
application for the Detailed Site Plan (DSP-17054) and Special Permit (SP-17001) applications for the 
existing Mama’s Care Congregate Living Facility, located at 4111 East West Highway. 

Project Details 

Located in Ward 3, 4111 East West Highway is a former single-family home that has been converted into, 
and currently operating as, an assisted living facility. It is owner operated and currently houses eight (8)
residents at a time. The applicant is seeking a Special Permit to increase the number of residents to a total 
of 14. 

The subject property is zoned R-55 and falls within the Traditional Residential Neighborhood Character 
Area of the Gateway Arts District Development Overlay Zone. There are no modifications required to the 
exterior of the building or the building footprint in order to accommodate the increased number of 
residents. The Prince George’s County Fire Marshall has inspected the facility and determined that in its 
current condition, the facility is equipped to support the increased number of residents. The Special 
Permit and Detailed Site Plan are required for Use & Occupancy purposes only. 

The applicant first approached City Staff regarding this issue in October 2016 seeking guidance on how to 
navigate the County approval process. The applicant was experiencing significant difficulty advancing 
through the permitting process with the Prince George’s County Department of Permitting, Inspection 
and Enforcement (DPIE). At the time, the issues experienced by the applicant appeared to be on the 
administrative end of DPIE, and there was a limited role in action the City Staff could take to expedite the 
process. The applicant met with City Staff in August 2017 with their land-use attorney. City Staff was 
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informed that all of the permitting and construction related issues had been resolved, with the exception 
of the Special Permit and DSP, which M-NCPPC had determined was necessary for the applicant to receive 
an updated Prince George’s County Use & Occupancy permit. 

Next Steps

The applicant will be presenting their application for the Special Permit and Detailed Site Plan at the April 
2, 2018 City Council meeting. The application is scheduled for review by the Planning Committee on April 
17, 2018, before coming back to the City Council in May for discussion and action. 


