
CITY MISSION 

“SERVING AND ENHANCING OUR COMMUNITY WITH CARE, COMMITMENT AND PRIDE.”

TO : City Manager

FROM : Fire Chief

SUBJECT : RESOLUTION AND LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR INCREASED 
FINES FOR VIOLATIONS OF EMISSIONS STANDARDS
(SENATE BILL 1144) 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Senator Bill Dodd has sponsored legislation to increase fines for serious violations of emissions 
standards. This legislative action is known as Senate Bill 1144 (SB 1144). The proposed 
Resolution and attached letter of support memorialize the City of Benicia’s support for this 
effort. 

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the resolution supporting the proposed legislation and authorizing the letter of support 
from Mayor Patterson on behalf of the City Council. 

BUDGET INFORMATION:
The adoption of the resolution does not require City funds.  

BACKGROUND:
Senator Bill Dodd (D-Napa) introduced a new bill to help deter harmful emissions from oil 
refineries. The bill would increase fines for serious violations of emissions standards that sicken 
people or force shelter-in-place orders.

Dodd’s bill, SB 1144, would triple existing fines for violations of emissions standards if the 
violations cause a health problem or impact over 25 people. Existing law doesn’t allow increased 
penalties for violations that injure nearby residents or for refineries with multiple violations. 

Currently, the maximum amount for the most common level of fines is $10,000 and hasn’t been 
adjusted since 1974.

Dodd’s bill would set the new fine at $30,000, and if refineries are found negligent, the amount 
would go up to $75,000 per day. In instances where a refinery fails to correct a known violation 
or intentionally violates standards, the violations would be even greater. For serial offenders with 
multiple serious violations within 36 months, the fines could be as much as $500,000 per day.

AGENDA ITEM
CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE – MARCH 20, 2018

CONSENT CALENDAR



NEXT STEPS:
City staff would monitor the progress of the legislation.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS:
No letter of support would be sent.

General Plan Goal 2.28: Improve and maintain public facilities and services. 

Strategic Plan
Strategic Issue 1:  Protecting Community Health and Safety
Strategy Issue 2:  Protecting and Enhancing the Environment

Strategy 4:  Protect air quality

CEQA 
Analysis 

This action is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) because it is not a “project” under Section 15378(b)(5) of CEQA 
Guidelines. The action involves an organizational or administrative 
activity of government that will not result in the direct or indirect physical 
change in the environment.

ATTACHMENTS:  
1. Proposed Resolution
2. Letter of Support

For more information contact: Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst II
Phone: 707-746-4272
E-mail: geleccion@ci.benicia.ca.us


