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Resolution for a Zoning Ordinance in the City of Bristol to Protect Unborn Life 

 

WHEREAS the Charter of the City of Bristol provides in § 2.06 that “The city shall have the power to 

adopt ordinances not in conflict with the general laws of the Commonwealth for the preservation 

of safety, health, peace, good order, comfort, convenience, morals and welfare of its inhabitants 

including without limitation: 

 5. To regulate use of property and incident thereto: . . . 

 (c) To regulate or prevent slaughter houses or other noisome or offensive businesses within the 

 city. . . . 

  (i) To define, prohibit, abate, suppress and prevent all things detrimental to the health,  

  morals, aesthetics, safety, convenience and welfare of the inhabitants of the city.  

. . . 

 6. To regulate, to the extent not prohibited by the laws of the Commonwealth, public health, . . .  

 18. To do all other things whatsoever necessary or expedient to promote or maintain the general 

 welfare, comfort, education, morals, peace, government, health, trade, commerce or 

industries of  the city or its inhabitants;” and 

 

WHEREAS the Charter of the City of Bristol provides in § 13.04 that, “The city council for the City of 

Bristol, Virginia, shall adopt and maintain a zoning ordinance in keeping with the general law on 

zoning in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the comprehensive city plan adopted, as both shall 

be amended from time to time.”; and 

 

WHEREAS Va. Code § 15.2-2200 declares that the Virginia zoning “chapter is intended to encourage 

localities to improve the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare of their citizens…”; and 

 

WHEREAS Va. Code § 15.2-2280 provides that “Any locality may, by ordinance, classify the territory 

under its jurisdiction…into districts of such number, shape and size as it may deem best suited to 

carry out the purposes of this article, and in each district it may regulate, restrict, …prohibit, and 

determine the … use of land, buildings, structures and other premises for agricultural, business, 

industrial … and other specific uses”; and 

 

WHEREAS Va. Code § 15.2-2283 declares that “Zoning ordinances shall be for the general purpose of 

promoting the health, safety or general welfare of the public and of further accomplishing the 

objectives of § 15.2-2200”, and that “To these ends, such ordinances shall be designed to give 

reasonable consideration to each of the following purposes, where applicable: (i) to provide for 

adequate…safety from…crime and other dangers;… (iii) to facilitate the creation of 

a…harmonious community;…(vi) to protect against one or more of the following: … loss of life, 

health…”; and 

 

WHEREAS Va. Code § 15.2-2284 directs that “Zoning ordinances and districts shall be drawn and 

applied with reasonable consideration for… the protection of life…”; and 
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WHEREAS the U.S. Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health (2022) held that “procuring 

an abortion is not a fundamental constitutional right because such a right has no basis in the 

Constitution’s text or in our Nation’s history. It follows that the States may regulate abortion for 

legitimate reasons, and when such regulations are challenged under the Constitution, courts 

cannot ‘substitute their social and economic beliefs for the judgment of legislative bodies.’”; and 

 

WHEREAS the Court in Dobbs further clarified that such “legitimate interests include respect for and 

preservation of prenatal life at all stages of development…; the protection of maternal health and 

safety; the elimination of particularly gruesome or barbaric medical procedures; the preservation 

of the integrity of the medical profession; [and] the mitigation of fetal pain….”; and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Bristol values, respects, and seeks to protect and preserve the life, health, and 

well-being of every human being within its territory, including prenatal life at all stages of 

development, as well as maternal health and safety; and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Bristol wishes to eliminate the particularly gruesome and barbaric practice of 

killing unborn babies through the “medical” procedure of elective abortions; and  

 

WHEREAS the City of Bristol seeks to preserve the integrity of the medical profession by not having 

medical professionals engage in intentionally killing unborn human life; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council directs the City Planning Commission to consider the following 

amendment to Chapter 50 (Land Use) of the Code of the City of Bristol Virginia, and to hold at 

least one public hearing on the amendment, after providing notice as required by Code of 

Virginia, § 15.2-2204, and upon the completion of its work, to present the proposed amendment 

to the City Council together with its recommendations and appropriate explanatory materials. 

 

AMENDMENT 

No land, building, structure or other premises located within any zoning district of the City of 

Bristol may be used to carry out any practice, process, or procedure that is designed to 

intentionally cause the death or termination of a pre-born human life at any stage of development. 

The already existing use of any buildings or structures for such purposes must conform to this 

regulation whenever they are enlarged, extended, reconstructed, or structurally altered, and any 

nonconforming building or structure may not be moved on the same lot or to any other lot in order 

to carry out the nonconforming use.  

 

 

 

 


