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The Honorable Scott Wiener 
California State Senate
State Capitol Building, Room 4066
Sacramento, CA 95814
VIA FAX: 916-651-4911

RE: SB 827 (Wiener) Planning and Zoning.
Notice of Opposition (as introduced 1/3/18)

Dear Senator Wiener:

The City of Sausalito opposes SB 827 (Wiener), which would exempt certain housing projects from 
locally developed and adopted height limitations, densities, parking requirements, and design review 
standards.

Specifically, SB 827 would undermine locally adopted General Plans, Housing Elements (which are 
certified by the Department of Housing and Community Development), and Sustainable Community 
Strategies (SCS).  SB 827 allows private for-profit housing developers and transit agencies to determine 
housing densities, parking requirements, and design review standards within one-half mile of a “major 
transit stop,” or along a “high-quality transit corridor” which could be miles away from an actual bus 
stop.  Under existing law, cities are already required to zone for densities at levels necessary to meet their 
entire Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA).  Additionally, SB 827 would provide developers a 
means to generate additional profits without any requirement to build affordable housing.

Exempting large-scale developments from General Plans, Housing Elements, and zoning ordinances goes 
against the principles of local democracy and public engagement. Public hearings allow members of the 
community to inform their representative of their support or concerns when planning documents are 
developed. Public engagement also often leads to better projects. Disregarding such processes will 
increase public distrust in government and could lead to additional ballot measures dealing with growth 
management.

Additionally, public participation contributes to better decisions because decision-makers have more 
complete information - in the form of additional facts, values, and perspectives obtained through public 
input – to bring to bear on the decision process. The citizens of Sausalito are accustomed to a robust 
public participation process wherein projects are improved through public engagement. The Sausalito 
community will react very strongly in a negative manner to being cut out of the important public process 
on these proposals.

For these reasons, the City of Sausalito opposes SB 827.

Sincerely,

Joan Cox
Mayor 
City of Sausalito
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cc: Senator Mike McGuire, 1303 10th Street, Room 5064, Sacramento, CA 95814, 
senator.mcguire@senate.ca.gov
Assembly Member Mark Levine, P.O. Box 942849, Room 5135, Sacramento, CA 94249, 
assemblymember.levine@assembly.ca.gov
Senate Transportation and Housing Committee, FAX: (916) 445-2209
Senate Governance and Finance Committee, FAX: (916) 322-0298
Nancy Hall Bennett, Regional Public Affairs Manager, nbennett@cacities.org
Meg Desmond, League of California Cities, cityletters@cacities.org


