
Agenda Item No. VI-5

City of Wichita
City Council Meeting

October 18, 2022

TO: Mayor and City Council 

SUBJECT: Ordinance Relating to the Illegal Possession of Catalytic Converters

INITIATED BY: Wichita Police Department

AGENDA: New Business

____________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation:  Place the ordinance on first reading and authorize the necessary signatures. 

Background:  The reported theft of catalytic converters has increased significantly, with 187 reported thefts 
in 2019 to 1,360 reported cases in 2021. The thefts are nearly impossible to solve as, once removed from a 
car, the catalytic converter cannot be traced. The Wichita Police Department (WPD) attempted to solve the 
problem by encouraging consumers to engrave a unique identifier to the catalytic converter on their 
vehicles, but the program has not been successful. Without changes to the ordinance, the WPD has limited 
options in stopping this crime. 

Analysis: The proposed ordinance will allow the WPD to investigate and charge suspicious accumulation 
of catalytic converters. It will allow officers to seize catalytic converters from people who have no 
explanation as to how they came into possession of the part. The ordinance will protect citizens of 
Wichita from theft by providing an enforcement tool, but the ordinance is crafted to allow multiple 
avenues of protection for those who legitimately possess the part. Under the new ordinance, people may 
possess a detached catalytic converter if the person in possession:

 owns the vehicle 
 purchased the vehicle or the part and can provide a bill of sale, receipt or a vehicle title with 

contact information for the previous owner
 can produce an order from a court designating ownership
 can produce a work or service order that requires removal of the part
 can produce a letter of permission from WPD to temporarily possess the part
 is a licensed scrap metal dealer
 is a city official acting within the scope of their employment 

Financial Considerations:  The ordinance will result in some cost to the City of Wichita in that the 
misdemeanors will be prosecuted in Municipal Court and may result in jail fees.

Legal Considerations:  The ordinance has been prepared and approved as to form by the Law Department.   

Recommendations/Actions:  It is recommended that the City Council place the ordinance on first reading
and authorize the necessary signatures.

Attachments:  Clean ordinance.


