
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE: Coastal Digital Signs

DEPARTMENT: Development Services - Planning

PREPARED BY: Kristen M. Goetz, Principal Planner

PRESENTED FOR: ⊠Action ☐Information only ☐Discussion

RECOMMENDATION
Hold a public hearing; and

Waive reading, read by title only and introduce Bill No. 1019-C.S., to amend the text of 
Eureka Municipal Code Title 10 Chapter 5 Article 17 (Signs) and Article 22 
(Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Signs) to prohibit digital signs in the Coastal Zone.

FISCAL IMPACT

⊠No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

Zoning Code Update

DISCUSSION

In September, 2020, Council adopted an ordinance rescinding and replacing Eureka 
Municipal Code (EMC) Title 10 Chapter 5 Article 17. Signs, with the Coastal Sign 
amendment. The ordinance was heard by the California Coastal Commission on July 
13, 2022, and the Commission recommended the City of Eureka consider prohibiting 
digital signs in the coastal zone.  The Coastal Commission’s recommendation was 
presented to the City Council during a public hearing to adopt the modifications made 
by the Coastal Commission to the Coastal Sign Amendment at their meeting on August 
16, 2022, and Council expressed support for prohibiting new digital signs in the coastal 
zone.

Staff is now bringing the Coastal Digital Signs amendment forward for action by the City 
Council.



ANALYSIS
In order to amend the text in Title 10 Chapter 5 of the EMC, a finding must be made the 
proposed amendment is consistent with the objectives of the zoning regulations as 
prescribed in Sec. 10-5.102 of the EMC. The zoning regulations are adopted to protect 
the public health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare:

Objectives of Chapter 5.
There are eleven objectives specified for Title 10 Chapter 5 Sec 10-5.102 (Objectives) 
of the Eureka Municipal Code: 

(a) To provide a precise guide for the physical development of the city in such 
manner as to achieve progressively the arrangement of land uses depicted in 
the general plan adopted by the Council;

(b) To foster a harmonious, convenient, workable relationship among land uses;
(c) To promote the stability of existing land uses that conform with the general plan 

and to protect them from inharmonious influences and harmful intrusions;
(d) To ensure that public and private lands ultimately are used for the purposes 

which are most appropriate and most beneficial from the standpoint of the city 
as a whole

(e) To prevent excessive population densities and overcrowding of the land with 
structures;

(f) To promote a safe, effective traffic circulation system;
(g) To foster the provision of adequate off-street parking and off-street truck 

loading facilities;
(h) To facilitate the appropriate location of community facilities and institutions;
(i) To promote commercial and industrial activities in order to strengthen the City’s 

tax base;
(j) To protect and enhance real property values; and
(k) To safeguard and enhance the appearance of the city.

The Text Amendment is supported by the objectives above because the proposed 
amendment to prohibit new digital signs in the coastal zone is intended to maintain the 
attractiveness and orderliness of the City appearance and to protect the public safety.

Conformance with Coastal Act.
The City of Eureka’s adopted and certified LCP contains coastal resource, conservation, 
and development policies. 

The proposed Coastal Sign Text and Local Coastal Program amendment will further the 
goals of the LCP by prohibiting the placement of new digital signs in the coastal zone 
thereby allowing the protection and conservation of coastal resources.  Existing digital 
signs which were legally permitted and installed will become legal non-conforming signs 
and be regulated by Article 22 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Signs).  For this 
reason, Staff believes the proposed text amendment to the LCP is in keeping with the 
City’s Local Coastal Program and the objectives of the Zoning ordinance as outlined 
above.



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Pursuant to Section 21080.9 and 21080.5 and Division 20, Chapter 6 of the Public 
Resources Code, the Coastal Commission’s review and development process for LCP 
amendments has been certified by the Secretary of Resources as being the functional 
equivalent of the environmental review required by the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA). Therefore, local governments are not required to undertake environmental 
analysis of proposed LCP amendments and based on the Public Resources Code 
Sections cited above, the City of Eureka has determined the Coastal Digital Sign 
amendment is exempt from CEQA.  

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION
At their September 12, 2022 meeting, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 
hearing during which there was no public testimony. The Planning Commission then 
voted unanimously with one Commissioner absent to recommend Council approve 
amending the coastal zoning code to prohibit new digital signs in the coastal zone.

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION
Hold a public hearing and waive reading, read by title only and introduce Bill No. 1019-
C.S., to amend the text of Eureka Municipal Code Title 10 Chapter 5 Article 17 (Signs) 
and Article 22 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Signs) to prohibit digital signs in 
the Coastal Zone.

SUGGESTED MOTION
“I move the City Council waive reading, read by title only, and introduce Bill No. 
1019-C.S., to amend the text of Eureka Municipal Code Title 10 Chapter 5 Article 17 
(Signs) and Article 22 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Signs) to prohibit 
digital signs in the Coastal Zone.”

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY: ⊠City Attorney
⊠City Clerk/Information Technology 
☐Community Services
⊠Development Services
☐Finance
☐Fire
☐Human Resources
☐Police
☐Public Works


