
 
To:  Vail Town Council 
 
From:  Environmental Sustainability Department 
 
Date:  October 4, 2022 
 
Subject: Resolution No. 47, Series of 2022, A Resolution of the Vail Town Council   
  Establishing a Special Fund to Accept Donations to the Assist with the Town’s  
  Preservation and Protection of the Booth Heights Property and its Wildlife Habitat  

I. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide background information for Resolution No. 47, 
Series of 2022, establishing a designated fund for private and public contributions for the 
purpose of the conservation and protection of open lands for the Vail Bighorn Sheep herd.     
 

II. Background 
 
The cliffs and south-facing slopes of East Vail are critical severe winter range habitat for Vail’s 
Bighorn Sheep, also known as the S2 herd by Colorado Parks and Wildlife. The herd spends 
some of the summer months in the high alpine environments of the Gore Range, returning to 
East Vail each year for winter forage, spring lambing, and increasingly in recent years, utilizing 
the undeveloped land as habitat throughout the summer months. In order to protect wildlife and 
maintain open space for the public wildlife resource, the Town of Vail is moving forward on 
acquiring the property known as the East Vail Workforce Housing Subdivision, Lot 1 and East 
Vail Workforce Housing Subdivision, Tract A (the "Booth Heights Property”) and has offered to 
purchase the property in the amount of $12 million.  
 
Due to the considerable cost of the property to be determined and in response to community 
members who wish to contribute to the preservation of the bighorn and their habitat, the Town 
will establish a designated fund in order to collect contributions for the following: 
 
• Any costs incurred by the Town in attempting to acquire the Booth Heights Property and 

designating the Booth Heights Property as open space, including without limitation court 
costs, expert witness fees, consultant fees, attorney fees, public relations and marketing 
fees; 

• The total amount of compensation paid by the Town to acquire the Booth Heights 
Property, if acquired; and 

• Any costs incurred by the Town for future maintenance of the Booth Heights Property as 
open space. 

 
III. Staff Recommendation 

 
Staff recommends the Vail Town Council approve Resolution No. 47, Series of 2022. 
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