
To:    Vail Town Council

From: Paul Cada, Wildland Program Manager

Date: October 4th, 2022

Subject: Update of Vail Community Wildfire Protection Plan Activity and Next Steps

I. Background
In 2020 Vail adopted its first Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).  This CWPP 
provides the framework and priority for measurably reducing wildfire risk across the 
community and surrounding USFS lands.  Since 2020 Vail Fire and Emergency 
Services (VFES) have been aggressively implementing the plan through strategic
partnerships with the United States Forest Service (USFS), Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife, Eagle County, Vail Resorts, and the Vail Community. Vail has taken 
measurable steps towards reducing risk and tangible results can be observed 
throughout the community. 

II. Current Situation
Vail’s CWPP identifies a wholistic approach to reducing wildfire risk and building 
resiliency in the community. The plan identifies 5 main goals:

 Reduce the risk of a Wildland Urban Disaster within the Town of Vail
 Decrease the probability of landscape scale high severity wildfire events
 Build business community resiliency to wildfire disasters
 Citizen engagement and preparedness
 Support the utilization of forest products. 

These goals are attainable through the implementation of 11 identified specific 
strategies. A full version of Vail’s CWPP can be found at www.vailgov.com/wildfire.

Since 2020 the community has made great strides in implementing these goals. Some 
notable achievements include the completion of a Town-wide curbside wildfire hazard 
evaluation, adoption of codes which require ignition resistant materials use in 
construction, and 68 acres of fuels reduction work. Ongoing work that is laying the 
foundation for additional accomplishments includes the Fire Free Five Community 
Assistance Program (FFFCAP), National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) planning for 
the Booth Creek Fuels project, and a community survey to understand community 
perceptions and needs. 
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To date the most significant achievements from the CWPP have been focused on the 
buildings and fuels nearest town.  To fully achieve the goals of the CWPP the next steps 
that the Town and its partners must take is to implement larger landscape scale fuels 
treatments. The majority of these treatments are on USFS managed land.  In addition to 
the Booth Creek project, the CWPP identifies five areas where landscape scale fuels 
treatments should be completed: 

 Benchmark
 The western boundary of the Vail Ski area from Game Creek to the top of 

Cascade
 The bottom of Vail Ski area where it intersects town
 Davos Trail
 Maintenance treatments of previously treated areas

It is anticipated that between 2000-3000 acres of land would be treated within these 
identified areas.  A map showing all the recommended treatments areas can be found 
at maps.vailgov.com .

Work at this scale will take several years to plan and could take 10-20 years to 
implement.  Achieving these goals is dependent upon other landowners, including the 
USFS, prioritizing these projects and allocating resources for both the environmental 
planning and implementation. While these landowners have acknowledged the need to 
complete these projects, it will be important for the Town of Vail to continue to 
emphasize the importance of these projects so that they remain a top priority for our 
partners. 

III. Action

Listen to presentation, ask questions, and provide feedback. 


