
Agenda Item No. VI-10

City of Wichita
City Council Meeting
September 20, 2022

TO: Mayor and City Council 

SUBJECT: Westlink Branch Library Expansion (District V) 

INITIATED BY: Wichita Public Library  

AGENDA: New Business

Recommendation:  Approve the project, adopt the bonding resolution, and authorize the use of ARPA 
funds and approve the necessary signatures.  

Background:  Since 1981, the Westlink Branch of Wichita Public Library has operated from an existing 
building of approximately 10,340 square feet and has annually held the second highest materials 
circulation of the library system. Almost half of the youth programming attendance that occurs at branch 
libraries occurs at Westlink, and the branch saw over 211,000 visitors in 2021. The space is not large 
enough to serve both the growth in population and the growing demand for services from west Wichitans.
The Focused on Community: A Master Plan for the City of Wichita’s Branch Library System, 2019-2023, 
endorsed by the City Council on June 11, 2019, recommends that the Westlink branch is expanded to 
better serve the needs of west Wichita, resulting in a planned expansion of approximately 8,500 square 
feet.

Analysis: In 2020, preliminary schematics were drafted to reflect the service and programming space 
needs identified in the Master Plan. As a result of the pandemic, schematics were updated to integrate 
improvements concerning social distancing and public space needs post-pandemic. On August 23, 2022, 
the City Council approved the Capital Improvement Plan budget for 2023-2033, which includes 
$4,500,000 in funding for this project. An additional $130,000 has been allocated for Public Art as 
identified in the “Percent for Arts” program. The work is expected to be performed in three phases: 1) 
Schematic Design, 2) Construction Documents and 3) Bidding Construction Administration. 

Employees from the City Manager’s Office, Library, Information Technology, and Public Works & 
Utilities departments are coordinating efforts to complete planning for the expansion and have developed 
a proposed budget of $4,500,000 for this project, itemized as follows:

Purpose Budget
Design construction costs $3,850,000
Owner-provided systems (FF&E, IT, etc.) $260,000

Relocation services $1,110,000

Administration services contingency $280,000

TOTAL $4,500,000

Financial Considerations:  The 2023-2032 Adopted Capital Improvement Program (CIP) includes 
$4,500,000 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding for this project, and $130,000 in General 
Obligation bond funding for Art. Staff recommend initiating $4,630,000 at this time.  

Legal Considerations:  The Law Department has approved the bonding resolution as to form.



Recommendation/Action:  It is recommended that the City Council approve the project, adopt the 
bonding resolution, and authorize the use of ARPA funds and approve the necessary signatures.  

Attachment:  Bonding resolution


