
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE:  Dolbeer/W Street Couplet Project – Discussion of Creation of one-way 
traffic on Dolbeer and W Streets between Chester and Hemlock Streets

DEPARTMENT:  Public Works

PREPARED BY:  Scott Ellsmore, Transportation Project Manager

PRESENTED FOR: ⊠Action ☐Information only ☐Discussion

RECOMMENDATION

1. Receive Demonstration Analysis and Discuss the Dolbeer/W Couplet Study
2. Consider or adopt a Resolution of the City Council designating Dolbeer

Street between Chester and Hemlock Streets as a one-way northbound 
street and W Street between Chester and Hemlock Streets as a one-way 
southbound street

FISCAL IMPACT

⊠No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

 Financially stable, effectively run City
 Transportation safety
 Multi-modal access

DISCUSSION
The Dolbeer/W Street Couplet Project proposes to create one-way traffic on Dolbeer 
and W Streets between Chester and Hemlock Streets.  It would close gaps in the 
multimodal transportation network in support of improved access to the Sequoia Park 
and Zoo, Washington Elementary School and surrounding neighborhoods. The project 
will provide previously non-existent bike facilities to the Dolbeer/W Street Couplet and 
improve pedestrian access, also acting as an anchor for the proposed Bay to Zoo Trail, 
which Council has consistently deemed a high priority.

The City has been exploring options for improving multimodal access in this 
neighborhood for a number of years. With the streets being freshly paved this summer, 
in part due to Measure H, the opportunity to provide these improvements arose. In the 



spring of 2022, the City undertook a planning project with transportation planning 
consultant TJKM to explore options for providing increased multimodal options in this 
area. Out of this study arose the concept of creating a one-lane one-way couplet that 
would allow for the excess space to be dedicated to an on-street bicycle facility.

The benefits that arose from the study included not only the addition of a new bike 
facility but also improved pedestrian crossings. One-lane one-way traffic allows 
pedestrians to only cross one-lane of traffic and only have to clear one direction as well.
Additionally, one-way streets tend to have lower collision rates. As with any project 
being implemented in a built-out environment, there can be downsides as well. 
Downsides from this type of project typically include increased travel time and vehicular 
congestion. With this in mind, the next step was to undertake a real-world trial.

In order to better understand how the concept would function in reality, the City 
implemented a temporary demonstration of the one-way couplet between Monday,
August 1st and Monday, August 8th 2022. During this period, traffic control was set up to 
mimic the proposed one-way operations while traffic count data was collected. At the 
same time, public outreach occurred to provide information to the public and to allow an 
avenue for input. The City sent mailers to all residents living adjacent the couplet, press 
releases were sent before and during the event, the City’s website hosted information, 
social media platforms were utilized to provide information, a survey was created and 
distributed through multiple platforms, and message boards were stationed within the 
demonstration zone letting the public know how to get more information and provide 
feedback. 

The data collected during the demonstration supported the planning study, specifically 
the recommendation that one-way operation on Dolbeer and W Streets is a feasible 
option. Changes to traffic patterns were noted during the demonstration, as was 
anticipated from the study, which included traffic diversion along with longer traffic 
delays at some locations. The public outreach was successful in reaching many users 
of the roadway along with those living adjacent these streets. Much feedback was
received from the public on this project, both negative and positive. 

Staff will present information from the planning study, the temporary demonstration, 
public feedback, and visuals of the improvements that could be realized if a one-way 
couplet were implemented.

The process of establishing one-way streets in the City is through the Eureka Municipal 
Code. Currently the City of Eureka Municipal Code, Section 71.13 One-Way Streets and 
Alleys, states that “Whenever any ordinance or resolution of the city designates any 
one-way street or alley, the Traffic Engineer shall place and maintain signs giving notice 
thereof, and no such regulations shall be effective unless such signs are in place...”. 

Due to the project timeline, the Transportation Safety Commission (TSC) was not able 
to weigh in on the project but was informed and invited to the Council meeting.



REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY: ⊠City Attorney
☐City Clerk/Information Technology 
☐Community Services
☐Development Services
☐Finance
☐Fire
☐Human Resources
☐Police
⊠Public Works

ATTACHMENT:

1. Resolution


