
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE: North Coast Casino Card Room Permit

DEPARTMENT: Development Services - Planning

PREPARED BY: Kristen M. Goetz, Principal Planner

PRESENTED FOR: ⊠Action ☐Information only ☐Discussion

RECOMMENDATION
Hold a public hearing;
Allow operation of a card room outside of the “Card Room District”; and
Approve a card room permit for North Coast Casino.

FISCAL IMPACT

⊠No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

DISCUSSION

North Coast Casino is proposing to operate a card room at 26 5th Street. Eureka 
Municipal Code (EMC) § 113.30 (see Attachment X) defines a “card room” as “Any 
space, room, or enclosure furnished or equipped with a table used, or intended to be 
used, as a card table for the playing of cards and similar games, the use of which is 
available to the public or any portion of the public...” and specifies the regulations under 
which a card room may be operated within the city. 

EMC § 113.31(A)(3) states card rooms are to be located within the “card room district,” 
which is the area bounded by 2nd and 4th Streets and “B” and “I” Streets; the property 
at 26 5th Street is not located within the card room district (see Figure 1). EMC § 
113.31(A)(3) further states card rooms may be permitted by the City Council outside the 
card room district, after a noticed public hearing, provided the card room is located in a 
zone district where card rooms are allowed as a principally permitted use. A card room 
has previously been operated from this location.

The property at 26 5th Street is zoned Downtown West (DW). The use categories 
allowed by the 2019 Zoning Code are more general in nature, and examples provided
are representative, but not all inclusive, of the types of uses allowed in a zone. Uses 
similar in nature to uses provided as examples can be allowed. While “card rooms” are 



not specifically listed as a use in the inland zoning code, there are a number of use 
categories which allow uses similar to a card room: Bars and Nightclubs, General 
Retail, Restaurants, General Services, and Non-commercial Places of Assembly. 

General Service uses provide services to the general public, involve frequent visits by 
customers, and Include uses such as indoor commercial recreation establishments that 
do not sell alcohol (e.g., video arcades, indoor mini-golf, indoor batting cages), and
tattoo/piercing parlors. While a card room would be a commercial use, “Non-commercial 
Place of Public Assembly” are principally permitted in the DW zone and allow spaces for 
public or private meetings or gatherings and include meeting spaces for clubs and other 
membership organizations, social halls, and other similar facilities. Therefore, since 
uses with similar characteristics and impacts to a card room use are allowed in the 
Downtown West zone district, Council can determine a card room use could be allowed.

Figure 1: Card Room District and location of proposed North Coast Casino

The operator of a card room must undergo a background check prior to issuance of a 
Card Room Permit and Business License. As required by EMC § 113.31 (D) 
Investigation of applicant, a copy of the application for the card room permit was
furnished to the Chief of Police who must inspect the premises and investigate the 
moral character and reputation of the applicant. Upon the conclusion of his 
investigation, the Chief must provide the City Manager with a written report of the
inspection and investigation, including his approval or disapproval for the issuance of 
the card room permit and the reasons therefor. The City Manager must then endorse 
the Chief of Police's report and add any information or remarks considered pertinent. 



Interim Police Chief Jarvis conducted the required inspection and investigation and 
provided his written report to the City Manager (Attachment X), recommending approval 
of the card room application. The City Manager accepted the Chief’s report and 
recommendation and had no additional comments. Therefore, based on the Chief’s 
report, and concurrence by the City Manager, the card room permit can be approved by 
Council.

An application for a card room permit may be denied by the Council as set forth in 
Business and Professions Code § 19850 et. seq. and EMC § 113.31 (E) (see 
Attachment X)

Environmental
Action to permit a card room outside the “card room district” is a discretionary action 
subject to environmental review in accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA).  The proposed permit is exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to 
§15061(b)(3), the “Common Sense” exemption, because it can be seen with certainty 
there is no possibility the action to allow a card room at the proposed location, and the 
operation of the card room will have no significant effect on the environment.

Staff is recommending the City Council hold a public hearing; approve the location of 
this card room outside the designated card room district, require the applicant to comply 
with all conditions and requirements in EMC § 113.30 et. seq. and approve the card 
room permit for North Coast Casino at 26 5th Street.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY: ⊠City Attorney
⊠City Clerk/Information Technology 
☐Community Services
☐Development Services
☐Finance
☐Fire
☐Human Resources
⊠Police
☐Public Works


