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Summary 
This work session will consist of a short presentation from Engineering and a Council 
discussion to provide initial direction regarding the process used to determine 
appropriate speed limits within Park City. 
 
Background 
Park City Municipal Corporation (PCMC) adopted Utah Code Title 41-6a as the Uniform 
Vehicle Code for the City.  Regarding vehicle speeds, Utah Code sets the following 
general limitations:  
 

 20 MPH in a reduced-speed school zone; 
 25 MPH in any urban district; and 
 55 MPH in other locations. 

 
Prior to the 2022 legislative session, any modification or deviation from these general 
speed limits required the preparation of a traffic engineering and safety study (traffic 
study) as outlined in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). The 
study required the following information to be collected and analyzed: 
 

 Roadway design speed; 
 85th percentile of vehicle speed; 
 Accident history; 
 Highway, traffic, and roadside conditions; and 
 Other highway safety factors. 

 
Drivers typically drive at a speed that feels appropriate given the context of the street, 
the width of the road, the sharpness of corners, and the presence of parking/bike lanes. 
Conventional engineering studies suggest that the 85th percentile speed of a given 
roadway is dictated by roadway geometry and the nature of roadside features and not 
by the posted speed. Any divergence from the general speed limits requires signage to 
notify drivers of the non-general limits. It is unlikely that speeds will be reduced by 
signage alone, as substantial enforcement resources will be required to achieve the 
desired end-state. 
 
The recent passage of Utah H.B. 235 (2022) allows counties and municipalities to 
establish speed limits on municipal roads without completing traffic studies. We 
recommend several methods to determine the process for speed limit determination 
within Park City.    
 



Analysis 
Recent studies show that reducing speed by 5 MPH in a residential zone can 
significantly reduce the severity of accidents. Drivers are creatures of habit, so it is 
important to provide consistency in traffic signage to manage expectations as residents 
and visitors travel within the City.   
 
We recommend consideration of three alternatives related to the establishment of 
speed limits on our local roads: 
  
OPTION 1: Keep the existing MUTCD-approved methodology 

 PCMC speed limits are set by the general limits established by Utah Code. 
Under this approach, requested changes require the preparation of a traffic study 
before changing the speed along a roadway. In most cases, the results of the 
traffic study do not change the posted speed because the methodology requires 
a statistical calculation of the 85th percentile of speed along a corridor.   

 The 85th percentile is the speed at which 85 percent of all vehicles travel under 
free-flowing conditions.  Design speed and related roadway geometric design 
(lane width, curvature, volume of traffic, etc,) greatly influence the speed at which 
vehicles will travel.  Motorists traveling above the 85th percentile exceed the safe 
and reasonable speed for the roadway design and traffic conditions.     

 
o Pros: Nationally established methodology, does not create speed limits 

that are difficult to enforce, and will not require new signage.  Does not 
require changing existing speed limits signs.   

o Cons: May establish a higher speed limit, limited community 
responsiveness 
 

OPTION 2: Designate each road individually 
 This method requires a geometric review of all roadways within the City to record 

lane and shoulder widths, roadway horizontal curvature, the presence of bike 
lanes or sidewalks, the presence of curbs and roadside hazards, and ADA 
infrastructure.  Speed limits would be set by accepted engineering principles 
related to safe vehicle speeds and the existing conditions. 

 
o Pros: The potential for slower speeds consistent with many community 

requests. 
o Cons: Most time intensive, slowest role out, may limit consistent approach, 

residents may want slower speeds than those determined, difficulty 
enforcing new speeds, new signs required 

 
OPTION 3: Establish a consistent roadway speed based on classification.   

 Speed limits would be based on whether the roadway is classified as an arterial, 
connector, or local road.  For example, all local roads could be set at 20 MPH, 
collectors at 25 MPH, and arterials at 35 MPH.  This is a similar process to the 
Salt Lake Transportation Division, adopted in March 2022.   

 



o Pros: It would provide a middle ground between the two approaches 
above, would provide consistency, the potential for slower 
speeds/community request 

o Cons: Developing roadway speed classification will take a thorough review 
of existing roads; residents may want slower speeds than those 
determined, difficulty enforcing new speeds, and new signs required 
 

Conclusion 
Adopting a new roadway speed process will require policy direction from City Council. 
Staff will return with more detailed information regarding cost, timeline, community 
outreach considerations, and perceived effectiveness after the ensuing Council 
discussion.  
 
 


