
 
 

 

4120 (References Polices 6307, 6317, 4213) 

INNOVATIVE LEARNING COMMONS 

 

Broward County Public Schools recognizes that an effective school library media program 

is an integral part of the educational program and shall seek to serve the needs of that 

individual school by providing materials and services in type, level, and subject matter 

commensurate with the goals of the school and community being served.  

An effective school library media program includes a certified library media specialist that 

facilitates the instructional and operational management of the school library program and 

creates a learning environment that merges the best of the physical and digital worlds. 

This learning hub embraces the concept of an “Innovative Learning Commons” – one 

in which nurtures a participatory learning culture that encourages meaningful exploration, 

creation, and collaboration between students, teachers, and the broader community. 

Increased student engagement, personalized and collaborative learning opportunities, 

and expanded access to a variety of resources within and beyond their schools will lead 

to increased student learning outcomes. 

 

I. Equity and Access to Library Materials (Pursuant to HB 1467) 

A. School media centers must provide equity of access to library media 

materials that eliminate educational barriers based on national origin, race, 

color, religion, disability, age, sexual orientation, or other protected group 

status; and that are free of bias, stereotypes, distortions, and prejudices. 

This includes the ability to obtain information in a variety of formats-

electronic, as well as print, without fear of censorship or reprisal.  

1. All media centers provide a physical and virtual learning library. 

2. All school media centers' resources and services are to be 

accessible to students and teachers throughout each school day that 

students are in attendance and shall provide for large and/or small 

group instruction, as well as independent study. 

3. The media centers' resources and services are to be available also 

for additional blocks of time when use of the center and services 

substantiates the need. 

4. Circulation of materials to students may be terminated two to three 

weeks before the end of the school year, but the media center must 

remain open for use by students and teachers. 

5. Each elementary school must publish on its website, in a searchable 

format prescribed by the department, a list of all materials maintained 



 
 

in the school library media center or required as part of a school or 

grade-level reading list. 
 

II. Collection and Selection of Library Materials (Pursuant to HB 1467) 

A. Broward County Public Schools believes that the collection and selection 

of library media materials is within its jurisdiction pursuant to relevant 

statutory and constitutional laws. As such, each material in a school library 

or assigned school-or grade-level reading list must be selected by a 

certified library media specialist. The library media center, within 

budgetary constraints, shall contain a comprehensive collection of 

materials and equipment, in a variety of media formats.  

1. The school library offers a professionally curated collection of 

resources selected based on their authority, currency, relevance, 

scope, and relationship to other items in the collection. An effective 

school library program is guided by a selection and evaluation plan 

for collection development and the school allocates funding for the 

enhancement of the school library collection. 

2. Collection is systematically developed and organized within the 

library media center with expanded access to resources outside the 

school through collaboration with other libraries and agencies. 

3. Collection provides a wide variety of print, digital and other 

electronic resources that have been carefully created and/or 

selected and vetted according to the district and school collection 

development policy. 

4. The school provides a balanced collection of 15,000 (10,000 at 

elementary schools) useable library volumes, or at least 10 volumes 

per student if school enrollment is less than or equal to 1,500 (1,000 

elementary schools). 

5. No more than 50% of the collection has publication dates older than 

15 years. 

6. School principals are responsible for overseeing compliance with 

school district procedures for selecting school library media center 

materials at the school to which they are assigned. 

7. School principals are responsible for ensuring that operating budget 

and state categorical funds are used to purchase library media 

materials that reinforce instruction and stimulate leisure reading for 

students. Schools are expected to meet the district’s guidelines for 

expenditures from local funds of $9.60 per pupil for elementary and 

middle schools, and $12.80 per pupil for high schools and centers. 

8. The district will post procedures for developing library media center 

collections on each individual school’s website. 

B. The collection and selection of library materials align to the school’s 

educational goals and objectives by providing resources that support the 



 
 

entire school community and reflect the contributions of minorities in all 

areas of the instructional program. (Policy 6307) 

1. Provide a comprehensive collection of instructional materials which 

support the curriculum, and consider the individual's needs, the 

varied interests, abilities, socio-economic backgrounds, and maturity 

levels of the students served. 

2. Provide materials for teachers and students which encourage growth 

in knowledge, and develop literary, cultural, aesthetic appreciation, 

and ethical standards.  

3. Provide materials which reflect the ideas and beliefs of all religious, 

social, political, historical and ethnic groups, and their contribution to 

American and world heritage and culture; thereby, enabling students 

to develop under guidance, the practice of critical analysis of media 

and intellectual integrity in forming judgments. 

4. Provide a venue to explore questions that arise out of personalized 

learning opportunities and individual curiosity and interest, thus 

promoting the development of lifelong reading habits and information 

literacy skills. 

a. Engage learners in safe and effective information literacy skills 

to collaborate, create, and communicate information. 

b. It is critical that all users know how to find and evaluate 

information to ensure its reliability, to think critically, and make 

informed decisions about the information they encounter. 

5. Provide a space and resources to support the well-being of the 

school learning community. 

6. Provide an environment that seeks to educate young people in the 

democratic tradition, to foster a recognition of individual freedom and 

social responsibility, to inspire meaningful awareness of and respect 

for the Constitution and The Bill of Rights, and to instill appreciation 

of the values of individuality in an atmosphere that is free from 

censorship and artificial restraints upon inquiry and learning, and in 

which academic freedom for students is encouraged. (Policy 4213) 

C. While library media material selection is the responsibility of the certified 

media specialist and principal, the formation of a Library Advisory 

Committee will give voice to representative stakeholders. The committee 

shall develop additional written policies regarding selection and use of 

educational media to meet the needs of its school community, review and 

provide input on materials to be purchased or gifted to the collection, and 

to promote the library program. It is recommended that the school’s library 

media advisory board serve in the capacity of the Library Media Collection 

Evaluation Committee comprised of an odd number of voting members, 

not less than five. 



 
 

1. Committee members will be selected by the principal and/or 

administrative designee, in tandem with the school library media 

specialist.  

2. The committee will include the principal and/or administrative 

designee and the library media specialist, who will be responsible for 

chairing the committee. Additional members may include applicable 

content-related coaches, department or grade level chairperson(s), 

instructional staff member(s), student, community partner, and 

parent representative. 

D. Pursuant to s. 1006.29 (6), the Florida Department of Education will 

provide online training annually for school librarians, media specialists, and 

other personnel involved in the selection of school district library materials. 

1. The district will provide ongoing collection development training in 

the selection, deselection, and maintenance of library media and 

collections or materials maintained on a reading list. 

2. Each school must submit a collection development policy. 

III. Selection Policy Criteria 

A. Although the Broward County Public Schools is legally responsible for the 

resources used in a school, it delegates the selection of the library’s 

resources to its certified educational media specialist. The library media 

professional collaborates with others in the school community during the 

selection process. Teachers, students, administrators, and others 

participate by making recommendations. However, the final responsibility 

for the selection decisions rests with the principal and certified library media 

specialist using the board-adopted selection criteria and procedures. 

1. Selection is based upon:  

a. Evaluation by the professional library media center staff.  

b. Use of basic tools that are aligned to state and/or district of 

recommended media and recognized authoritative reviewing 

tools, particularly when the materials cannot be personally 

examined.  

c. A well-balanced coverage of subjects, opinions, and formats, 

and a wide range of materials on various levels of difficulty 

that support the diverse interests, needs, and viewpoints of 

the school community.  

2. In selecting materials, library staff, administrators, and faculty are 

guided by the principles incorporated in the School Library Bill of 

Rights, the Freedom to Read Statement, standards adopted by the 

American Association of School Librarians, and in alignment with the 

Florida Department of Education, Library Media Standards.  

3. Devise an annual plan for the continuous reevaluation of the 

materials to keep the collection current and relevant to the changing 



 
 

needs of the curriculum, emerging technologies, and school 

community.  

B. Funded by the state, district, and school, the media collection will contain 

a wide range of appropriate materials on varying levels of difficulty in a 

variety of existing and emerging formats and will maintain a focus on 

materials which address different learning styles and levels.   

1. Materials should support the School and the District’s educational 

goals and policies, including the advancement of student literacy.   

2. Materials should be selected to support, enrich, and extend state 

academic standards and to encourage informational, educational, 

and recreational reading, viewing, and/or listening.  

3. Consideration should be given to diverse user interests, abilities, 

backgrounds, cultures, languages, and maturity levels.   

4. Materials intended for student use should be appropriate for the 

subject area and for the age, social development, ability levels, 

special needs, and learning styles of students served by the 

collection.   

5. The literary style of a work should be appropriate and effective for 

the subject matter and its intended readers or viewers.   

6. The value of any work must be examined as a whole. The impact of 

an entire work will be considered, transcending individual words, 

phrases, and incidents.  

7. Materials should provide a variety of viewpoints offered on issues 

that support critical thinking and research skills on current and 

trending topics.   

8. Gift materials will be evaluated by the criteria outlined above and 

shall be accepted or rejected in accordance with those criteria. If the 

donation exceeds 30 items, it will be considered a mass distribution 

and the item will be submitted for district review. 

9. To ensure quality selection, the following additional factors will be 

weighed as they apply when evaluating all materials:  

a. PROFESSIONAL REVIEWS. -- Print or non-print media 

including video footage that have been favorably reviewed by 

two or more professional sources such as School Library 

Journal, Horn Book, Booklist, and/or Children’s Catalog.  

b. EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. -- Material is valuable to an 

individual course of study or to the library media collection; the 

degree to which the material would be supplemented and 

explained by mature classroom instruction.  

c. APPROPRIATENESS. -- Material is geared to the age, 

maturity, diverse interests, and learning levels of students for 

whom it is intended. Reading levels and Lexile’s are 



 
 

considered to provide a range of material that challenges the 

student and guides their selection process.  

d. ACCURACY. -- Nonfiction information is correct, current, and 

objective.  

e. LITERARY MERIT. -- Fiction that has a noteworthy plot, 

setting, characterization, style and theme.  

f. SCOPE. -- Content is covered adequately to achieve its 

intended purpose.  

g. AUTHORITY. -- The author, editor, or producer has a superior 

reputation for producing materials of this nature.  

h. SPECIAL FEATURES. -- The item has maps, charts, graphs, 

glossaries, and/or other learning aids that support the content, 

are unique or are valuable.  

i. TRANSLATION INTEGRITY. -- Material translated from one 

language to another maintains the stylistic characteristics of 

the original.  

j. ARRANGEMENT. -- Concepts are presented in a logical 

sequence and in a way that assures learning.  

k. TREATMENT. -- Typeset, visuals, style, and/or medium 

captures and holds the student’s attention.  

l. TECHNICAL QUALITY. -- Sound is clear and audible, visuals 

project clearly.  

m. AESTHETIC QUALITY. -- Material is superior to similar items 

in attractiveness and presentation of content.  

n. POTENTIAL DEMAND. -- item has particular timeliness or 

popular appeal.  

o. DURABILITY. -- Material has the potential for frequent use or 

is of a nature that it will be considered consumable.  

p. OBSCENITY. -- No books or other material containing 

pornography or otherwise prohibited by FL Stat. § 847.02 as 

harmful to minors shall be used.  

q. COPYRIGHT. – Library media materials used in a school shall 

be procured and used in accordance with federal, state and 

District copyright laws, rules, and policies as referenced in 

School Board Instructional and Digital Classroom Materials 

Policy.   

10. Resources will be purchased in a variety of formats with efforts made 

to incorporate emerging technology when they meet the criteria 

outlined above. 

IV. Guidelines and Procedures for Challenged Instructional Materials, 

Library Materials, and Supplemental Classroom Materials, including 

Reading Lists 

A. SchooI Level: Informal Complaint 



 
 

1. Inquiries regarding the appropriateness of particular library and 

supplemental instructional materials are a normal part of the 

process of providing a wide variety of resources for student use. 

Such inquiries should be handled confidently, diplomatically, and 

expeditiously. If a complaint is received, the following guidelines 

should be implemented: 

a. The principal or administrative designee should participate 

in an informal conference with the complainant to explain: 

1. the school’s selection procedures of these materials; 

2. the criteria used for the selection of these materials; 

3. The role that the material in question has in the 

school’s curriculum or library media center or 

classroom collection; and 

4. Whatever addition information is deemed regarding 

the item’s issue 

b. If the complainant is not satisfied with the explanation and 

desires to file a formal complaint, the formal procedures 

below shall be followed. 

B. School Level: Formal Complaint 

1. Persons who are dissatisfied with the response following an 

informal discussion may choose to submit a formal “Request for 

Reconsideration of Instructional or Library Materials” form. The 

form is available at each school site. An objection will not be 

processed until the required form is completed and filed with the 

principal. The objection shall include the following information. 

a. Author, compiler or editor 

b. Publisher 

c. Title 

d. Certification that complainant has read the entire material 

e. Specific allegations as to how the material violates the 

requirements of section 1006.28(2)(a)2.a. or b., Fla. Stat. 

f. Page number of each item challenged; and 

g. Signature, address and telephone number of person making 

complaint 

5. If a completed reconsideration form is not submitted within ten (3) 

business days, the matter is considered closed. 

6. Immediately inform the Director of the Innovative Learning 

Department and library media services curriculum supervisor.  

7. Upon receipt of the completed “Request for Reconsideration of 

Instructional or Library Materials” form, the principal will convene 

the School Reconsideration Committee consisting of a school 

administrator, relevant grade level/department chair, classroom 



 
 

teacher, parent representative and community partner (if 

applicable) to take the following steps. 

a. Acquire adequate copies of the challenged item, so that all 

members of the committee can read, view, or listen to the 

material in its entirety within 15 working days. A member of 

the committee should keep minutes. 

b. Determine the extent to which the material fits the 

instructional materials selection policy and supports the 

curriculum. Judge the material for its strength and value as 

a whole and not in part using the following factors and 

criteria: 

1. educational significance of the material; 

2. appropriateness of age and maturity level; 

3. need and value to the collection/curriculum; 

4. summation of the professional reviews on the media; 

5. literary merit; 

6. validity, accuracy, objectivity, and up-to-date and 

appropriate information; 

7. freedom from stereotypes, bias, prejudice or distortion; 

and 

8. timeliness or permanence 

9. approved by the state 

c. During the initial or subsequent meetings, the committee will 

make its decision determine by the simple majority to retain, 

move the resource to a different level, or remove the 

resource. This will be a secret ballot vote. 

d. Committee’s Recommendation to the Principal: -- The 

committee chairperson will complete the School Materials 

Review Committee Recommendation Form, to be forwarded 

to the school Principal and may be any, or a combination, of 

the following:  

1. allows the challenged material to maintain its current 

status; 

2. leave the challenged material in the classroom or 

library media center, but allow students to use alternate 

materials approved by school personnel who require 

the use of the disputed items; 

3. limit the educational use of the challenged material; 

4. transfer the challenged material to a higher-level 

school (e. g. elementary to a middle school); and/or  

5. remove the challenged material from the school 

environment. 



 
 

8. The principal will inform the complainant and the Director of 

Innovative Learning of the committee’s decision within five (5) 

school-work days. The written communication will state the 

recommendation of the committee, the Principal’s decision, and the 

reasons for the recommendation and decision. Complainant will be 

advised of the next level of appeal under this policy and the time 

deadline (10 days) if the complainant remains dissatisfied.  Such 

communication shall be sent by regular U. S. Mail, and certified 

mail, return receipt requested. 

9. Retain or withdraw the challenged material as recommended by 

the school committee. 

C. District Level: Formal Complaint 

1. The complainant may submit a written appeal within 10 days of 

the school’s decision to the Department of Innovative Learning. 

2. The principal shall send copies of the school’s written report with 

recommendation(s) to the Director of the Innovative Learning 

Department, the Curriculum Supervisor for Library Media 

Services, and the appropriate Regional/Associate 

Superintendent. 

3. Within twenty (20) school-work days of receipt of such request, the 

Department of Innovative Learning will convene the District 

Review Committee to follow the steps outlined in Section C (2) of 

the School Formal Complaint process. 

4. A copy of the written report and recommendation from the District 

Level Reconsideration Committee will be forwarded to the 

appropriate senior level administrators. The Director of the 

Innovative Learning Department will inform the school principal 

and complainant of the district committee decision. 

5. Retain or withdraw the challenged material as mandated by the 

decision of the district committee. 

D.  School Board: Formal Appeal 

1. If the complainant is dissatisfied with the decisions rendered by 

both committees, the complainant may request inclusion on the 

School Board agenda. 

2. An appeal to the decision made by the District-Level 

Reconsideration Committee must be made in writing within 10 

school-work days of the district-level committee decision. 

3. The board decision will be final, and the Superintendent will 

implement the decision. 

4. Decisions on reconsidered materials will stand for five years 

before new requests for reconsideration of those items will be 

entertained. 



 
 

 

E.  Certification of Challenged Instructional (Library) Materials 

1. Schools and/or District will document materials that have been 

formally challenged and recorded via a district database. 

Documentation will reflect the outcome of the challenge and 

whether it required further escalation. 

2. An annual report will be submitted to the Florida Commissioner 

of Education that identifies: 

a. List of materials that the school district received an 

objection for the school year and the specific objections. 

b. List of materials that were removed or discontinued as a 

result of an objection. 

c. The grade level and course for which a removed or 

discontinued material was used. 
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