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 ORDINANCE NO. 2018 -  

AN ORDINANCE OF BAL HARBOUR VILLAGE, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING THE VILLAGE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO 
ADDRESS SIGNAGE BY AMENDING SECTION 2-191 
“SCHEDULE OF CIVIL PENALTIES”  TO CLARIFY 
PENALTIES FOR SIGN CODE VIOLATIONS;  AMENDING 
SECTION 5.5-5 “CRITERIA FOR APPEARANCE” TO 
INCLUDE STYLE AS A SIGN DESIGN CRITERIA; 
AMENDING SECTION 6-35 “BUILDING PERMIT FEES” TO 
REVISE SIGN BUILDING PERMIT FEES; AMENDING 
SECTION 11-1 “POSTING OF ADVERTISING MATERIAL” 
TO AMEND THE SECTION TITLE AND REVISE THE 
PROHIBITION; AMENDING CHAPTER 15 “SIGNS” BY 
DELETING THE CHAPTER AND ADOPTING NEW SIGN 
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE THROUGHOUT THE 
VILLAGE;  AMENDING SECTION 17-3 “WRITING ON, 
DIGGING IN STREET, SIDEWALK; PLACEMENT OF SIGNS, 
BANNERS,” TO DELETE ABILITY TO PLACE SIGNS AND 
BANNERS IN PUBLIC STREETS OR SIDEWALKS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Council of Bal Harbour Village (the “Village”) finds and 1 

determines that the Village’s land development regulations are required to regulate signs 2 

as provided by Section 163.3202(2)(f), Florida Statutes; and 3 

WHEREAS, the Village Council does not wish to censor speech, but rather to provide 4 

for the public welfare by regulating signage in the Village in a manner that enhances the 5 

aesthetics of the community, reduces visual pollution, provides clear information and 6 

minimizes distractions to drivers in the interests of traffic safety; and 7 
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WHEREAS, the Village Council desires to modify and update its regulation of signs 8 

in order to respond to recent caselaw including Reed v. Town of Gilbert,___U.S.___, 135 S. 9 

Ct. 2218, 192 L. Ed. 2d 236 (2015); and 10 

WHEREAS, in order to address changed and changing conditions as the Village 11 

continues to develop, the Village Council further desires to: Update this entire whereas at 12 

the end to address final issues/changes 13 

1. provide for a uniform sign program and signage regulations in the Business 14 
zoning district,  15 

2. provide definitions and regulations addressing the signage needs of properties 16 
within the Village,  17 

3. clarify procedures for approvals, variances and related types of sign approvals, 18 
and 19 

4. require Architectural Review Board review of new signs; and 20 

 21 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the purpose and intent provisions 22 

of its signage regulations should be detailed so as to further describe the beneficial 23 

aesthetic, traffic safety, and other effects of the Village's sign regulations, and to reaffirm 24 

that the sign regulations are concerned with the secondary effects of speech and are not 25 

designed to censor speech or regulate the viewpoint of the speaker; and  26 

WHEREAS, various signs that serve as signage for particular land uses are based 27 

upon content-neutral criteria in recognition of the functions served by those land uses, but 28 

not based upon any intent to favor any particular viewpoint or control the subject matter 29 

of public discourse; and 30 
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WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the sign regulations adopted 31 

hereby allow and leave open adequate alternative means of communications, such as 32 

newspaper advertising, internet advertising and communications, advertising in shoppers 33 

and pamphlets, advertising in telephone books, advertising on cable television, 34 

advertising on UHF and/or VHF television, advertising on AM and/or FM radio, advertising 35 

on satellite radio, advertising on internet radio, advertising via direct mail, and other 36 

avenues of communication available in the Village [see State v. J & J Painting, 167 N.J. 37 

Super. 384, 400 A.2d 1204, 1205 (Super. Ct. App. Div. 1979); Board of Trustees of State 38 

University of New York v. Fox, 492 U.S. 469, 477 (1989); Green v. City of Raleigh, 523 F.3d 39 

293, 305-306 (4th Cir. 2007); Naser Jewelers v. City of Concord, 513 F.3d 27 (1st Cir. 2008); 40 

Sullivan v. City of Augusta, 511 F.3d 16, 43-44 (1st Cir. 2007); La Tour v. City of Fayetteville, 41 

442 F.3d 1094, 1097 (8th Cir. 2006); Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 587 F.3d 866, 980-981 (9th 42 

Cir. 2009)]; and 43 

WHEREAS, in Reed v. Town of Gilbert, Ariz., -U.S.-, 135 S. Ct. 2218, 2221, 192 L. Ed. 44 

2d 236 (2015), the United States Supreme Court, in an opinion authored by Justice 45 

Thomas, and joined in by Chief Justices Roberts, Scalia, Alito, Kennedy and Sotomayer, 46 

addressed the constitutionality of a local sign ordinance that had different criteria for 47 

different types of temporary noncommercial signs; and 48 

WHEREAS, in Reed, Justice Alito in a concurring opinion joined in by Justices 49 

Kennedy and Sotomayer pointed out that municipalities still have the power to enact and 50 

enforce reasonable sign regulations; and 51 
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WHEREAS, Justice Alito further noted that in addition to regulating signs put up by 52 

private actors, government entities may also erect their own signs consistent with the 53 

principles that allow governmental speech [see Pleasant Grove City v. Summum, 555 U.S. 54 

460, 467-469 (2009)], and that government entities may put up all manner of signs to 55 

promote safety, as well as directional signs and signs pointing out historic sites and scenic 56 

spots; and 57 

WHEREAS, Justice Alito noted that the Reed decision, properly understood, will not 58 

prevent cities from regulating signs in a way that fully protects public safety and serves 59 

legitimate aesthetic objectives, including rules that distinguish between on-premises and 60 

off-premises signs; and 61 

WHEREAS, under established Supreme Court precedent and Eleventh Circuit 62 

precedent, commercial speech may be subject to greater restrictions than noncommercial 63 

speech and that doctrine is true for both temporary signs as well as for permanent signs; 64 

and 65 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that a traffic control device, as defined 66 

herein, should be exempt from regulation under the Village’s regulations for signage; and 67 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the regulation of signs within the 68 

Village strongly contributes to the development and maintenance of a pleasing, visually 69 

attractive environment, and that these sign regulations are prepared with the intent of 70 

enhancing the environment and promoting the continued well-being of the Village; and 71 
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WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the regulation of signage for 72 

purposes of aesthetics has long been recognized as advancing the public welfare; and 73 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that, as far back as 1954, the United 74 

States Supreme Court recognized that "the concept of the public welfare is broad and 75 

inclusive," that the values it represents are "spiritual as well as physical, aesthetic as well as 76 

monetary," and that it is within the power of the legislature "to determine that the 77 

community should be beautiful as well as healthy, spacious as well as clean, well balanced 78 

as well as carefully patrolled" [in Berman v. Parker, 348 U.S. 26, 33 (1954)]; and 79 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that aesthetics is a valid basis for 80 

zoning, and that the regulation of the size and appearance of signs and the prohibition of 81 

certain types of signs can be based upon aesthetic grounds alone as promoting the 82 

general welfare [see Merritt v. Peters, 65 So. 2d 861 (Fla. 1953); Dade County v. Gould, 99 83 

So. 2d 236 (Fla. 1957); E.B. Elliott Advertising Co. v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 84 

1141 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. dismissed, 400 U.S. 878 (1970)]; and 85 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that these sign regulations further the 86 

character and ambiance of the Village, and reflect its commitment to maintaining and 87 

improving an attractive environment; and 88 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the beauty of the Village’s natural 89 

and built environment has provided the foundation for the economic base of the Village’s 90 

development, and that the Village’s sign regulations help create an attractive residential 91 

community for its residents; and 92 
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WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the goals, objectives and policies 93 

of its plans over the years demonstrate a strong, long-term commitment to maintaining 94 

and improving the Village’s attractive and visual environment; and 95 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that, from a planning perspective, one 96 

of the most important community goals is to define and protect aesthetic resources and 97 

community character; and 98 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the purpose of the regulation of 99 

signs as set forth in this Ordinance is to promote the public health, safety and general 100 

welfare through a comprehensive system of reasonable, consistent and nondiscriminatory 101 

sign standards and requirements; and 102 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the sign regulations in this 103 

Ordinance are intended to lessen hazardous situations, confusion and visual clutter caused 104 

by proliferation, improper placement, illumination, animation and excessive height, area 105 

and bulk of signs which compete for the attention of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; and 106 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that these sign regulations are 107 

intended to protect the public from the dangers of unsafe signs; and 108 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that these sign regulations are 109 

intended to permit signs that are compatible with their surroundings and aid orientation, 110 

and to preclude placement of signs in a manner that conceals or obstructs adjacent land 111 

uses or signs; and 112 
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WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that these sign regulations are 113 

intended to regulate signs in a manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct vision of or 114 

distract motorists, bicyclists or pedestrians; and 115 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that these sign regulations are 116 

intended to require signs to be constructed, installed and maintained in a safe and 117 

satisfactory manner; and 118 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that in meeting the purposes and goals 119 

established in these findings, it is appropriate to prohibit or to continue to prohibit certain 120 

sign types; and 121 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the prohibition of the construction 122 

of billboards and certain other sign types, as well as the establishment and continuation of 123 

height, size and other standards for on-premise signs, is consistent with the policy set forth 124 

in the Florida Constitution that it shall be the policy of the state to conserve and protect its 125 

scenic beauty; and 126 

WHEREAS, the Village finds that local governments may separately classify off-site 127 

and on-site advertising signs in taking steps to minimize visual pollution [see City of Lake 128 

Wales v. Lamar Advertising Association of Lakeland Florida, 414 So. 2d 1030, 1032 (Fla. 129 

1982)]; and 130 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that a prohibition on the erection of 131 

off-site outdoor advertising signs will reduce the number of driver distractions and the 132 

number of aesthetic eyesores along the roadways of the Village [see, e.g., E. B. Elliott Adv. 133 
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Co. v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 1141, 1154 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. denied, 400 134 

U.S. 878 (1970)]; and 135 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that in order to preserve, protect and 136 

promote the safety and general welfare of the residents of the Village, it is necessary to 137 

regulate off-site advertising signs, so as to prohibit the construction of off-site signs and 138 

billboards in all zoning districts, and to provide that the foregoing provisions shall be 139 

severable; and 140 

WHEREAS, the Village hereby finds and determines that anything beside the road 141 

which tends to distract the driver of a motor vehicle directly affects traffic safety, and that 142 

signs, which divert the attention of the driver and occupants of motor vehicles from the 143 

highway to objects away from it, may reasonably be found to increase the danger of 144 

accidents, and agrees with the courts that have reached the same determination [see In re 145 

Opinion of the Justices, 103 N.H. 268, 169 A.2d 762 (1961); Newman Signs, Inc. v. Hjelle, 146 

268 N.W.2d 741 (N.D.1978)]; and 147 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the Village has allowed 148 

noncommercial speech to appear wherever commercial speech appears; and the Village 149 

desires to continue that practice through the specific inclusion of a substitution clause that 150 

expressly allows non-commercial messages to be substituted for commercial messages; 151 

and 152 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that, by confirming in this Ordinance 153 

that noncommercial messages are allowed wherever commercial messages are permitted, 154 
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the Village will continue to overcome any constitutional objection that its ordinance 155 

impermissibly favors commercial speech over noncommercial speech [see Outdoor 156 

Systems, Inc. v. City of Lenexa, 67 F. Supp. 2d 1231, 1236-1237 (D. Kan. 1999)]; and 157 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that under Florida law, whenever a 158 

portion of a statute or ordinance is declared unconstitutional, the remainder of the act will 159 

be permitted to stand provided (1) the unconstitutional provisions can be separated from 160 

the remaining valid provisions, (2) the legislative purpose expressed in the valid provisions 161 

can be accomplished independently of those which are void, (3) the good and the bad 162 

features are not so inseparable in substance that it can be said that the legislative body 163 

would have passed the one without the other, and (4) an act complete in itself remains after 164 

the valid provisions are stricken [see, e.g., Waldrup v. Dugger, 562 So. 2d 687 (Fla. 1990)]; 165 

and 166 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that there have been several judicial 167 

decisions where courts have not given full effect to severability clauses that applied to sign 168 

regulations and where the courts have expressed uncertainty over whether the legislative 169 

body intended that severability would apply to certain factual situations despite the 170 

presumption that would ordinarily flow from the presence of a severability clause; and 171 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the Village has consistently 172 

adopted and enacted severability provisions in connection with its ordinance provisions, 173 

and that the Village wishes to ensure that severability provisions apply to its regulations, 174 

including its sign regulations; and 175 
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WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that the Code's severability clauses 176 

were adopted with the intent of upholding and sustaining as much of the Village’s 177 

regulations, including its sign regulations, as possible in the event that any portion thereof 178 

(including any section, sentence, clause or phrase) be held invalid or unconstitutional by 179 

any court of competent jurisdiction; and 180 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that there must be an ample record of 181 

its intention that the presence of a severability clause in connection with the Village’s sign 182 

regulations be applied to the maximum extent possible, even if less speech would result 183 

from a determination that any provision is invalid or unconstitutional for any reason 184 

whatsoever; and 185 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that there must be an ample record 186 

that it intends that the height and size limitations on free-standing and other signs continue 187 

in effect regardless of the invalidity or unconstitutionality of any, or even all other, 188 

provisions of the Village’s sign regulations, other ordinance code provisions, or other laws, 189 

for any reason (s) whatsoever; and 190 

WHEREAS, the Village finds and determines that there must be an ample record 191 

that it intends that each prohibited sign-type continue in effect regardless of the invalidity 192 

or unconstitutionality of any, or even all, other provisions of the Village’s sign regulations, 193 

other ordinance code provisions, or other laws, for any reason(s) whatsoever; and 194 

WHEREAS, the Village Council makes the detailed findings set forth in Section 15-195 

1 of Section 6 of this Ordinance as to the purpose, scope and intent of the Village’s sign 196 
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regulations, and the substantial and compelling governmental interests that are advanced 197 

by these regulations. 198 

WHEREAS, the Village Council finds and determines that this Ordinance is consistent 199 

with all applicable policies of the Village’s adopted Comprehensive Plan; and 200 

WHEREAS, the Village Council reiterates its desire that there be an ample and 201 

unequivocal record of its intention that the severability clauses it has adopted related to its 202 

sign regulations shall be applied to the maximum extent possible, even if less speech would 203 

result from a determination that any exceptions, limitations, variances, or other sign 204 

provisions are invalid or unconstitutional for any reason whatsoever; and 205 

WHEREAS, the Village Council, sitting as the Local Planning Agency, has reviewed 206 

this Ordinance at a duly noticed hearing on ______________, 2018, and recommended 207 

_____________________; and  208 

WHEREAS, the Village Council conducted a first and second reading of this 209 

Ordinance at duly noticed public hearings, as required by law, and after having received 210 

input from and participation by interested members of the public and staff, the Village 211 

Council has determined that this Ordinance is consistent with the Village’s Comprehensive 212 

Plan and in the best interest of the of the public health, safety and welfare. 213 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF BAL 214 

HARBOUR VILLAGE, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS1: 215 

                                                           
1 Additions to existing Village Code text are shown by underline; deletions from existing 
Village Code text are shown by strikethrough.    
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 Section 1. Recitals Adopted.  That each of the above recitals is hereby adopted 216 

and confirmed. 217 

 Section 2. Village Code Amended.  That Chapter 2 “Administration,” Article V 218 

“Code Enforcement,” Section 2-191 “Schedule of civil penalties,” is hereby amended to 219 

read as follows: 220 

Sec. 2-191. - Schedule of civil penalties.  221 

(a) The following table shows the sections of this Code, as they may be amended from 222 
time to time, and the dollar amount of civil penalty for the violation of these sections 223 
as they may be amended. Each "Description of Violations" below is for informational 224 
purposes only and is not meant to limit or define the nature of the violations or the 225 
subject matter of the listed Code sections. To determine the exact nature of the activity 226 
proscribed or required by this Code, the relevant Code section must be examined.  227 

(b) The following is the schedule of civil penalties: 228 

 
 Code 
section 

Description 
of violation 

Civil 
penalty 

 *  *  * *  *  *  

(30) 
Chapter 15 15-1 through 15-

4, 15-6 through 15-10 and 
15-36 and 15-37  

Erection or maintenance of prohibited 
signs in violation of the requirements of 

Chapter 15 

 
100.00 

 *  *  * *  *  *  

(39) 17-3, 17-4  
Writing or digging on, placing signs on, 
obstructing, or throwing trash on, public 

Streets or Sidewalks  
  25.00 

 *  *  * *  *  *  

* * * 229 



 
 

  Page 13 

Section 3. Village Code Amended.  That Chapter 5.5 “Appearance Code,” 230 

Article II “Appearance Plan,” Section 5.5-5 “Criteria for Appearance,” is hereby amended 231 

to read as follows: 232 

Sec. 5.5-2. - Definitions. 233 

* * * 234 

(b) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter shall have 235 
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 236 
different meaning: 237 

* * * 238 

Architectural Character. The composite or aggregate of the characteristics of 239 
structure, form, materials, and function of a building, group of buildings, or other 240 
architectural composition. 241 

* * * 242 

Proportion shall mean relationship of parts of a building, landscape, structures or 243 
buildings to each other and to the whole; balance. 244 

Scale shall mean harmonious relationships of the size of parts to one another and 245 
to the human figure. 246 

* * * 247 

Sec. 5.5-5. - Criteria for Appearance.2  248 

The purpose of the following criteria which constitutes the Appearance Plan, are to 249 
establish a checklist of those items which affect the physical aspects of the Village 250 
environment. Pertinent to appearance is the design of the site, building and structures, 251 
planting, signs, Street Hardware and miscellaneous other objects.  252 

These criteria are not intended to restrict imagination, innovation or variety, but rather 253 
to assist in focusing on design principles which can result in creative solutions that will 254 
enable the Village to develop and maintain a satisfactory visual appearance.  255 

*  *  * 256 

(3) Signs.  257 

a. All signs shall be part of the Architectural Character. Size, color, lettering style, 258 
location and arrangement shall be harmonious with the building design, and 259 

                                                           
2 Not applicable to the Business zoning district of the Village. 
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shall be compatible with signs on adjoining buildings. Signs shall have good 260 
proportion.  261 

b. Each sign shall have good scale in its design and in its visual relationship to 262 
buildings and surroundings.  263 

c. Colors shall be used harmoniously and with restraint. Excessive brightness 264 
and brilliant colors shall be avoided. Lighting shall be harmonious with design. 265 
If external spot or ground lighting is used, it shall be arranged so that the light 266 
source is shielded from direct view.  267 

*  *  * 268 

Section 4. Village Code Amended.  That Chapter 6 “Buildings and Building 269 

Regulations,” Article II “Permits and Inspections,” Section 6-35 “Building permit fees,” is 270 

hereby amended to read as follows: 271 

Sec. 6-35. - Building permit fees.  272 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, all building permit fees shall be as 273 
follows:  274 

(1) The minimum permit fee shall be $150.00. 275 

(2) Permit fees, including all systems, shall be charged at a rate of 2.0 percent for the 276 
first $1,000,000.00 in construction value and 1.0 percent for every dollar over 277 
$1,000,000.00 in construction value. 278 

(b) Permit fees to be calculated in the manner provided in subsection (a) of this section 279 
shall include, but not be limited to, fees for the following types of construction:  280 

*  *  * 281 

 (17) Signs, including the following: 282 

a. New signGround signs. 283 

b. Projecting signs. 284 

c. Flat signs. 285 

d. Painted wall signs. 286 

e. Change or alteration of approved existing sign (a change of copy which does 287 
not require structural or electrical changes does not require a permit and need 288 
not pay a permit fee). 289 

*  *  * 290 
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Section 5. Village Code Amended.  That Chapter 11 “Nuisances,” Article I “In 291 

General,” Section 11-1 “Posting of advertising material,” is hereby renamed and amended 292 

as follows: 293 

Sec. 11-1. - Posting of advertising Depositing of material.   294 

No Person within the Village shall deposit, erect, fasten or attach in any way any 295 
sign, showcard, poster or other advertising device item, object, or matter upon any public 296 
or private Property within the Village, unless legally authorized to do so by the Village or 297 
by the Owner of such Property.  298 

*  *  * 299 

Section 6. Village Code Amended.  That Chapter 15 “Signs,” is hereby deleted 300 

and replaced in its entirety as follows: 301 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 302 

Sec. 15-1. – Scope, purpose, and intent. 303 

A. Scope.   304 

(1)  The provisions of this chapter shall govern the number, size, location, and 305 
character of all signs which may be permitted either as a main or accessory use 306 
under the terms of this chapter. No signs shall be permitted on a plot or parcel 307 
either as a main or accessory use except in accordance with the provisions of this 308 
chapter.  309 

(2)  This chapter does not regulate the following: 310 

(a) Government signs on government property, including but not limited to 311 
Village signs on easements or property, including public or private 312 
easements, owned or controlled by the Village, the County or the State of 313 
Florida.  314 

(b) Wayfinding, directional, hazard, life safety, traffic control device and similar 315 
signs required or installed by a government agency on private property; 316 

(c) Notices required to be posted by law or ordinance on private property. 317 



 
 

  Page 16 

(3)  In the event of any conflict between this chapter and any declaration of covenants, 318 
bylaws, or other restrictions applying to any property within the Village, the 319 
language affording the more restrictive interpretation shall apply. 320 

(4)  The Village specifically finds that these sign regulations are narrowly tailored to 321 
achieve the compelling and substantial governmental interests of traffic safety and 322 
aesthetics, and that there is no other way for the Village to further these interests. 323 

 324 

B. Purpose and intent.   325 

(1)  Florida Constitution.  Article II, Section 7 of the Florida Constitution provides that 326 
“[i]t shall be the policy of the state to conserve and protect its natural resources 327 
and scenic beauty. . . .”  A beautiful environment preserves and enhances the 328 
desirability of the Village as a place to live and to do business. Implementing the 329 
Florida Constitution is a compelling governmental interest.   330 

(2)  Florida Statutes. Florida law requires local governments to adopt comprehensive 331 
plans and implement them through land development regulations (also known as 332 
zoning regulations) and approval of development orders that are consistent with 333 
the comprehensive plan. See Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes. Florida law 334 
specifically requires that the Village adopt sign regulations.  See Section 335 
163.3202(2)(f), Florida Statutes.  Complying with state law is a compelling 336 
governmental interest.  337 

(3)  Village Comprehensive Plan.  The Village’s Comprehensive Plan requires the 338 
Village to ensure the aesthetic character of the Village and to ensure traffic safety 339 
on roads within the Village through the regulation of signs, as set forth in detail 340 
below. Implementing the Village Comprehensive Plan is a compelling 341 
governmental interest. 342 

(a) Future Land Use Element 343 

GOAL: Maintain the high quality built environment of Bal Harbour by 344 
ensuring that all physical development activities adhere to the Village’s Land 345 
Development Regulations. 346 

Objective:  There shall be no land uses that are inconsistent with community’s 347 
character and with future land uses: 348 

Policy: Review construction and development plans for consistency with the 349 
goal set herein, and for conformity with the community’s standards. 350 
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(b) Transportation Element 351 

Objective IV-1: Provide for a safe and efficient motorized and non-motorized 352 
transportation system. 353 

(4)  Caselaw. In accordance with the U.S. Supreme Court’s cases on sign regulation, 354 
the regulations in this chapter are not intended to regulate or censor speech 355 
based on its content or viewpoint, but rather to regulate the secondary effects of 356 
speech that may adversely affect the Village’s substantial and compelling 357 
governmental interests in preserving scenic beauty and community aesthetics, 358 
and in vehicular and pedestrian safety in conformance with the First Amendment. 359 
These cases and their holdings include, but are not limited to: 360 

(a) Reed v. Town of Gilbert, ___U.S.___, 135 S. Ct. 2218, 192 L. Ed. 2d 236 (2015) 361 
on the topic on noncommercial temporary signs; 362 

(b) Metromedia, Inc. v. City of San Diego, 453 U.S. 490 (1981) on the topic of 363 
commercial signs and offpremise signs; 364 

(c) City of Ladue v. Gilleo, 512 U.S. 43 (1994) on the topic of political protest 365 
signs in residential areas; 366 

(d) Linmark Assocs., Inc. v. Township of Willingboro, 431 U.S. 85 (1977) on the 367 
topic of real estate signs in residential areas; 368 

(e) Burson v. Freeman, 504 U.S. 191 (1992) on the topic of election signs near 369 
polling places; 370 

(f) Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp. v. Public Service Commission, 447 U.S. 371 
557 (1980) on the topic of regulation of commercial speech; and 372 

(g) City Council v. Taxpayers for Vincent, 466 U.S. 789 (1984) on the topic of 373 
signs on public property. 374 

(5)  Impact of sign clutter.  Excessive signage and sign clutter impairs the legibility of 375 
the environment, and undermines the effectiveness of governmental signs, traffic 376 
control devices and other required signs (such as identification signs) that are 377 
essential to identifying locations for the delivery of emergency services and other 378 
compelling governmental purposes. The intent of these sign regulations is to 379 
enhance the visual environment of the Village, ensure that Village residents and 380 
visitors can safely navigate through the Village to their intended destinations, and 381 
promote the continued well-being of the Village. It is therefore the purpose of this 382 
chapter to promote aesthetics and the public health, safety and general welfare, 383 
and assure the adequate provision of light and air within the Village through 384 
reasonable, consistent and nondiscriminatory standards for the posting, 385 
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displaying, erection, use, and maintenance of signs that are no more restrictive 386 
than necessary to achieve these governmental interests.  387 

(6)  Specific legislative intent.  More specifically, the sign regulations in this chapter 388 
are intended to:  389 

(a) Encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the 390 
Village; 391 

(b) Maintain and enhance the scenic beauty of the aesthetic environment and 392 
the Village's ability to preserve sources of economic development;  393 

(c) Ensure pedestrian and traffic safety; 394 

(d) Minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private 395 
property; 396 

(e) Foster the integration of signage with architectural and landscape designs; 397 

(f) Lessen the visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the proliferation, 398 
improper placement, illumination, animation, excessive height, and 399 
excessive area of signs which compete for the attention of pedestrian and 400 
vehicular traffic and are not necessary to aid in wayfinding;  401 

(g) Allow signs that are compatible with their surroundings and aid orientation, 402 
while precluding the placement of signs that contribute to sign clutter or that 403 
conceal or obstruct adjacent land uses or signs;  404 

(h) Encourage and allow signs that are appropriate to the zoning district in 405 
which they are located, consistent with and serving the needs of the land 406 
uses, activities and functions to which they pertain;  407 

(i) Curtail the size and number of signs to the minimum reasonably necessary 408 
to identify a residential or business location, and the nature of such use, and 409 
to allow smooth navigation to these locations;  410 

(j) Establish dimensional limits and placement criteria for signs that are legible 411 
and proportional to the size of the lot and building on which the sign is to be 412 
placed, or to which it pertains;  413 

(k) Regulate signs so that they are effective in performing the function of 414 
identifying and safely directing pedestrian and vehicular traffic to a 415 
destination;  416 

(l) Preclude signs from conflicting with the principal permitted use of the lot and 417 
adjoining lots;  418 
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(m) Regulate signs in a manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct the vision of, 419 
or distract motorists, bicyclists or pedestrians;  420 

(n) Except to the extent expressly preempted by state or federal law, ensure that 421 
signs are constructed, installed and maintained in a safe and satisfactory 422 
manner, and protect the public from unsafe signs;  423 

(o) Preserve, conserve, protect, and enhance the aesthetic quality and scenic 424 
beauty of all zoning districts of the Village;  425 

(p) Allow for traffic control devices without regulation consistent with national 426 
standards, because they promote highway safety and efficiency by providing 427 
for the orderly movement of road users on streets and highways, and by 428 
notifying road users of regulations and providing nationally consistent 429 
warnings and guidance needed for the safe, uniform and efficient operation 430 
of all elements of the traffic stream and modes of travel, while regulating 431 
private signs to ensure that their size, location and other attributes do not 432 
impair the effectiveness of such traffic control devices;  433 

(q) Protect property values by precluding, to the maximum extent possible, 434 
signs that create a nuisance to the occupancy or use of other properties as a 435 
result of their size, height, illumination, brightness, or movement;  436 

(r) Protect property values by ensuring that the size, number and appearance 437 
of signs are in harmony with buildings, neighborhoods, structures, and 438 
conforming signs in the area;  439 

(s) Regulate the appearance and design of signs in a manner that promotes and 440 
enhances the beautification of the Village and that complements the natural 441 
surroundings in recognition of this Village's reliance on its natural 442 
surroundings and beautification efforts as a source of economic advantage 443 
as an attractive place to live, work and visit;  444 

(t) Classify and categorize signs by type; 445 

(u) Not regulate signs more than necessary to accomplish the compelling and 446 
substantial governmental objectives described herein;  447 

(v) Enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations; 448 

(w) Permit, regulate and encourage the use of signs with a scale, graphic 449 
character, and type of lighting compatible with buildings and uses in the 450 
area, so as to support and complement the goals, objectives and policies set 451 
forth in the Village’s Comprehensive Plan; 452 
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(x)  Establish regulations for the design, erection and maintenance of signs for 453 
the purpose of ensuring equitable access to graphic communication, while 454 
maintaining a harmonious and aesthetically pleasing visual environment 455 
within the Village, recognizing that signs form an integral part of architectural 456 
building and site design and require equal attention in their design, 457 
placement and construction; and 458 

(y)  Be considered the maximum standards allowed for signage, and regulate 459 
signs in a permissive manner so that any sign is not allowed unless expressly 460 
permitted and not expressly prohibited. 461 

Sec. 15-2. -Substitution of noncommercial speech for commercial speech.  462 

Notwithstanding any provisions of this chapter to the contrary, to the extent that this 463 
chapter permits a sign containing commercial content, it shall permit a noncommercial 464 
sign to the same extent. The noncommercial message may occupy the entire sign area or 465 
any portion thereof, and may substitute for or be combined with the commercial message. 466 
The sign message may be changed from commercial to noncommercial, or from one 467 
noncommercial message to another, as frequently as desired by the sign’s owner, 468 
provided that the sign is not prohibited and the sign continues to comply with all 469 
requirements of this chapter.  470 

Sec. 15-3. - Severability. 471 

A. Generally.  If any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, 472 
phrase, clause, term, or word of this chapter is declared unconstitutional by the final 473 
and valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, this declaration 474 
of unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any other part, section, subsection, 475 
paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term, or word of this chapter. 476 

B. Severability where less speech results.  This subsection shall not be interpreted to limit 477 
the effect of subsection 15-3(A) above, or any other applicable severability provisions 478 
in the code of ordinances or any adopting ordinance. The Village Council specifically 479 
intends that severability shall be applied to these sign regulations even if the result 480 
would be to allow less speech in the Village, whether by subjecting currently exempt 481 
signs to permitting or by some other means. 482 

C. Severability of provisions pertaining to prohibited signs.  This subsection shall not be 483 
interpreted to limit the effect of subsection 15-3(A) above, or any other applicable 484 
severability provisions in the code of ordinances or any adopting ordinance. The 485 
Village Council specifically intends that severability shall be applied to Section 15-11 486 
“Prohibited Signs,” so that each of the prohibited sign types listed in that section shall 487 
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continue to be prohibited irrespective of whether another sign prohibition is declared 488 
unconstitutional or invalid. 489 

D. Severability of prohibition on off-premises signs.  This subsection shall not be 490 
interpreted to limit the effect of subsection 15-3(A) above, or any other applicable 491 
severability provisions in the code of ordinances or any adopting ordinance. If any or 492 
all of chapter 15 “Signs,” or any other provision of the Village Code is declared 493 
unconstitutional or invalid by the final and valid judgment of any court of competent 494 
jurisdiction, the Village Council specifically intends that the declaration shall not affect 495 
the prohibition on off-premises signs in section 15-11 “Prohibited Signs”. 496 

Sec. 15-4. - Definitions.  497 

Terms defined. For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall 498 
have the meanings herein set forth.  Any term that is used in this chapter and not defined 499 
herein shall have the meaning given to it by section 21-1 of the Code of Ordinances:  500 

Abandoned or discontinued sign or sign structure. A sign or sign structure is 501 
considered abandoned or discontinued when its owner fails to control or maintain a sign 502 
for a period of six months or longer. The following conditions shall be considered as the 503 
failure to control or maintain a sign: (i) a sign displaying advertising for a product or service 504 
that is no longer available, or (ii) a sign that is blank.  505 

Advertise or Advertising means any form of public announcement intended to aid 506 
directly or indirectly, in the sale, use or promotion of a commercial product, commodity, 507 
service, activity or entertainment.  508 

Animated sign means a sign that includes action, motion, or color changes, or the 509 
optical illusion of action, motion, or color changes, including signs set in motion by 510 
movement of the atmosphere, or made up of a series of sections that turn, or emits smells 511 
or noises.  512 

Awning means a roof like cover, often fabric, metal or glass, designed and intended 513 
for protection from the weather or as a decorative embellishment, and which projects from 514 
a wall or roof of a structure over a window, walk, door or the like.  515 

Balloon sign means any type of inflatable sign or sign suspended from a balloon. 516 

Banner means a sign that cannot be considered a flag, having characters, letters or 517 
illustrations, if any, applied to cloth, paper, plastic, or fabric of any kind, with only such 518 
material for backing.  519 

Billboard means a sign mounted on a building, wall, or freestanding structure 520 
advertising a commercial establishment, activity, product, service or entertainment which 521 
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is sold, produced, manufactured, available or furnished at a place other than on the 522 
property on which said sign is located. May also be referred to as Off-premise sign. 523 

Commercial message means any sign wording, logo, or other representation or image 524 
that directly or indirectly names, advertises, or calls attention to a product, service, sale or 525 
sales event or other commercial activity.  526 

Copy means the linguistic or graphic elements of a sign.  527 

Electronic sign means any type of electronic display board, electronic message board, 528 
electronic readerboard, digital, LED, programmable ink or other sign capable of 529 
displaying words, pictures, symbols, video or images including, but not limited to, any 530 
electronic, laser, digital, or projected images display that can be changed electronically or 531 
mechanically by remote or automatic means. 532 

Exterior facing means facing a property that is not owned by the applicant, or is not 533 
located in the same zoning district as the subject property.  A sign on a flat roof which is 534 
not visible from the nearest adjacent property line at approximately five feet above grade 535 
is not an exterior facing sign. 536 

Flashing sign means a sign that contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or 537 
which includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or an 538 
externally mounted intermittent light source. 539 

Footcandle means the unit of measure expressing the quantity of light received on a 540 
surface. One (1) footcandle is the illuminance produced by a candle on a surface one (1) 541 
foot square from a distance of one (1) foot.  542 

Footlambert means the centimeter gram second unit of brightness equal to the 543 
brightness of a perfectly diffused surface that radiates or reflects one (1) lumen per square 544 
centimeter.  545 

Freestanding sign means a self-supported structure attached to the ground, and not 546 
attached or fixed in any way to a building, entrance wall feature, or any other structure.  547 

Identification sign means a sign used to identify a dwelling or its occupants. 548 
Identification signs are not used to advertise services and goods provided.  549 

Illuminated sign means any sign having characters, letters, figures, designs or outlines 550 
illuminated by electric lights or luminous tubes designed for that purpose, whether or not 551 
the lights or tubes are physically attached to the sign. 552 

Marquee sign means a sign attached to or hung from a canopy or covered structure 553 
projecting from, and supported by a building, when such canopy or covered structure 554 
extends beyond the building, building line, or property line.  555 
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Monument sign means a permanent freestanding sign with a supporting structure that 556 
is architecturally and aesthetically integrated into the overall design of the sign.  557 

Noncommercial message means any message that is not a commercial message.  558 

Nonconforming sign means a sign or advertising structure existing within the Village 559 
limits on the date the ordinance from which this chapter derived became effective which 560 
by its height, type, material, square foot area, location, use, or structural support does not 561 
conform to the requirements of this chapter.  562 

Off-premise sign means a sign mounted on a building, wall, or freestanding structure 563 
advertising a commercial establishment, activity, product, service or entertainment which 564 
is sold, produced, manufactured, available or furnished at a place other than on the 565 
property on which said sign is located. May also be referred to as Billboard. 566 

Permanent sign means any sign that, when installed, is intended for permanent use. 567 
Where it is not otherwise specified by this chapter, any sign with an intended use in excess 568 
of ninety (90) days from the date of installation shall be deemed a permanent sign.  569 

Pole sign means a permanent ground sign with a visible support structure consisting 570 
of one or two vertical poles, such that the sign face and support structure do not appear 571 
as one (1) solid monolithic appearance, or otherwise having a support structure that is not 572 
architecturally integrated into the overall design of the sign. Pole sign will not be 573 
interpreted to include a flag on a flagpole.  574 

Portable moving sign means a sign not permanently attached to the ground or other 575 
permanent structure, and designed to be worn or carried for display by a person or 576 
transported by means of wheels. The term "portable moving sign" includes, but is not 577 
limited to: i. A human sign; or ii. A sign mounted on a bike trailer, vehicle trailer or truck 578 
bed. The term does not include: i. Those signs on a vehicle that identify its business, 579 
purpose or principal products; or ii. Such advertising devices as may be attached to or 580 
displayed on and within the normal unaltered lines of the vehicle of a licensed transit 581 
carrier, when and during that period of time such vehicle is regularly and customarily used 582 
to traverse the public highways during the normal course of business. 583 

Projection sign means any beam of light or illumination, whether moving or stationary, 584 
projecting spot or search lights or that projects words or symbols or that, by motion or 585 
change in color or intensity, attracts attention to a building, business or activity.  586 

Real estate sign means a temporary sign erected by the owner, or the owner’s agent, 587 
on real property which is for rent, sale or lease. 588 

Roof sign means a sign erected over or on the roof, extending above the roof line or 589 
parapet, which is dependent upon the roof, parapet or upper walls of any building for 590 
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support and which is visible from the nearest adjacent property line at approximately five 591 
feet above grade. 592 

Sandwich sign means a movable sign not secured or attached to the ground; a self-593 
supporting A-frame sign. 594 

Sign means and includes every device, frame, letter, figure, character, mark, plane, 595 
point, design, picture, logo, stroke, stripe, trademark, or reading matter, that is used or 596 
intended to be used to attract attention or convey information.  The sign may be located 597 
out of doors in view of the general public. It may be located inside a building, if it is within 598 
five (5) feet of a window or door and in view of the general public from an abutting collector 599 
or arterial roadway and used or intended to be used to attract attention or convey 600 
information.  Merchandise, vehicles, equipment or objects, whether permanent or 601 
temporary, used as an attention attracter or advertising device, with or without a printed 602 
message, shall be considered a sign. This term shall not be interpreted to include traffic 603 
control devices.  This term shall only include exterior facing signs.  604 

Sign area means the square foot area enclosed by the perimeter of the sign face 605 
including any background.   606 

Sign face means the part of the sign that is or can be used for communication 607 
purposes.  608 

Snipe sign means a sign that is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, painted, or 609 
otherwise attached to trash receptacles, benches, newsracks, trees, utility poles, stakes or 610 
fences, or to other objects not intended to support signs. 611 

Stationary vehicle or trailer sign means a sign mounted on, or attached to a parked 612 
motor vehicle or trailer, a vehicle that is parked inside a garage, or a vehicle parked behind 613 
a building. Nothing herein shall be interpreted to prohibit the parking of commercial 614 
vehicles while in the process of making deliveries, service calls or loading/unloading. 615 

Temporary sign means any one of the types of signs specifically listed within these 616 
regulations as an allowed temporary sign displayed for a limited, specified amount of time.  617 

Traffic control device means any device located within the right-of-way and used as a 618 
traffic control device and described and identified in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 619 
Devices approved by the Federal Highway Administration as the National Standard and as 620 
may be revised from time to time. A traffic control device includes those signs that are 621 
classified and defined by their function as regulatory signs (that give notice of traffic or 622 
parking laws or regulations), warning signs (that give notice of a situation that might not 623 
readily be apparent or that poses a threat of serious injury (e.g., gas line, high voltage, 624 
condemned building, etc.) or that provides warning of a violation of law (e.g., no 625 
trespassing, no hunting allowed, etc.)), and guide signs (that show route designations, 626 
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directions, distances, services, points of interest, and other geographical, recreational, or 627 
cultural information). These devices are not regulated as signs under this chapter. 628 

Uniform sign plan means a comprehensive set of regulations and restrictions 629 
governing the location, number, type, size, height, color, and style of signs in a commercial 630 
development. 631 

Vehicle sign means a sign that is temporarily or permanently affixed to a vehicle, 632 
whether parked or in transit, that is used primarily for advertising. Such a sign on a vehicle 633 
that is regularly used in the conduct of the business or endeavor advertised on the vehicle, 634 
or for the purpose of providing transportation for owners or employees of the occupancy 635 
advertised on the vehicle, shall not be considered a vehicle sign under this definition. 636 

Village shall mean the Village Manager or designee unless otherwise specified. 637 

Wall sign means a sign attached to, or parallel to a wall, or erected and confined within 638 
the limits of an outside wall of any building or structure, which is supported by such wall or 639 
building, and which displays only one sign face. 640 

Window sign means a sign attached to or placed on storefront windows or glass doors 641 
and that are placed within five feet of the inside of a window and oriented toward the 642 
window. A bulletin board, displayed inside a window, and upon which notices, 643 
advertisements, specials, listings and the like are posted, shall be considered a single 644 
window sign. 645 

Sec. 15-5. - Permit required; application.  646 

No sign shall be erected or maintained unless a permit for the erection of such sign has 647 
been granted by the Village in accordance with this chapter.  648 

A. Application procedure.  Before any permit is issued, a written application, in the form 649 
provided by the Village, shall be filed, together with such drawings and specifications 650 
as may be necessary to fully advise the Village with the location, construction, materials, 651 
manner of illuminating, method of securing or fastening, the number of signs applied 652 
for, the consent of the property owner, and the wording of the sign. Upon the 653 
submission of an application, the Village shall have ten days to determine whether it is 654 
complete. If the Village finds that the application is not complete, the Village shall 655 
provide the applicant with written notice of the deficiencies within the ten-day period. 656 
Upon resubmission of the application, the Village shall have five additional days to 657 
determine whether the applicant’s revisions are sufficient to complete the application. 658 
If they are not, the Village will again inform the applicant of any remaining deficiencies 659 
in writing. This process shall continue until the applicant has submitted a complete 660 
application, or demands that the application be reviewed “as is.” 661 
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(B) Code requirements.  All Signs shall be constructed in accordance with the Florida 662 
Building Code, including obtaining all required permits. No Sign shall be approved for 663 
use unless it has been inspected and found to be in compliance with all the 664 
requirements of this chapter and applicable codes. 665 

(C) Application review.  The Village shall approve or deny the sign permit based on 666 
whether it complies with the requirements of this chapter.  667 

(1) Administrative approval.  Except those applications requiring approval by the 668 
Architectural Review Board as provided below, Village staff shall be responsible for 669 
reviewing all applications and, upon a finding of compliance with this chapter, 670 
issuing a sign permit.  The Village shall approve or deny a sign permit requiring only 671 
administrative approval within 30 days after receipt of a complete application. 672 

(2) Architectural Review Board approval.   673 

a. The following signs shall require final approval by the Architectural Review 674 
Board (ARB).   675 

1. Any sign that includes a logo; and  676 

2. Any sign facing Collins Avenue, which includes: 677 

i. A letter height greater than 12 inches; or 678 

ii. The use of a color other than any shade of black, white, silver or grey. 679 

b. Upon finding a sign permit application complete, the application shall be 680 
scheduled for the next scheduled ARB meeting that is at least 21 days following 681 
the determination of completeness. The ARB will approve or deny the sign 682 
permit at the meeting at which it reviews the application, unless the applicant 683 
requests a deferral of the review of the application. 684 

(3) Denial by administration or ARB.  If a sign permit application is denied by the 685 
administration or the ARB, the Village shall prepare a written notice of its decision, 686 
describing the reason for the denial and the applicant’s appeal rights, and send it 687 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the applicant. The applicant may file 688 
a written notice of appeal to the Village Council within 30 days after the date of 689 
receipt of the Village’s written notice. The Village Council shall hold a public hearing 690 
at the next available Council meeting that is at least 25 days after the date of 691 
receiving the written notice of appeal, at which the Village Council shall determine 692 
whether the application satisfies all Code requirements, unless the applicant 693 
requests a deferral of the appeal hearing.  If the Village Council denies the appeal, 694 
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then the applicant may seek relief in the Circuit Court for Miami Dade County, as 695 
provided by law. 696 

(D) Failure to commence.  Each sign permit issued by the Village shall become null and 697 
void if installation is not commenced within 90 days from the issuance date of such 698 
permit. If no work authorized by such permit takes place for any continuous 90-day 699 
period any time after the work has commenced, a new sign permit shall be required 700 
prior to resuming the work, and the fee will be the full amount required for a new permit 701 
for such work. 702 

Sec. 15-6. – Signs and activities not requiring a sign permit.  703 
 704 
The following signs and activities are exempt from the requirement to obtain a sign permit. 705 
All signs shall comply with the standards of this chapter, as applicable, and with any other 706 
applicable laws. 707 
 708 
A.  Any temporary sign consistent with the requirements of this chapter.  709 

B. Changing the copy of a sign where no structural or electrical changes are made. 710 

C. Cleaning, or other normal maintenance and general repairs of a sign that does not 711 
involve structural or electrical changes. This exemption does not include installing a 712 
new wall sign, which requires a sign permit. 713 

D. To the extent that this subsection allows a sign displaying commercial content to be 714 
exempt from permitting, it shall allow a sign with the same size, length of display, 715 
appearance, location, display area, and other physical characteristics to be exempt 716 
from permitting if it displays noncommercial content. 717 

Sec. 15-7. - Fees.  718 

Fees for any permit or approval pursuant to this chapter shall be established by resolution 719 
of the Village Council. 720 

Sec. 15-8. – Sign variances.  721 

It is recognized that the regulations provided herein cannot address all situations 722 
pertaining to signs. The Village Council is therefore empowered to grant sign variances 723 
permitting the erection of signs not in strict conformity with this chapter as provided below: 724 

(A) Application procedure.  A written application for a sign variance, in the form provided 725 
by the Village, shall be filed, together with a complete sign application and shall include 726 
a detailed description of the variance request and such drawings and specifications as 727 
may be necessary to fully advise the Village of the type and degree of variance from 728 
the code requirements requested. Upon the submission of an application, the Village 729 
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shall have ten days to determine whether it is complete. If the Village finds that the 730 
application is not complete, the Village shall provide the applicant with written notice 731 
of the deficiencies within the ten-day period. Upon resubmission of the application, the 732 
Village shall have five additional days to determine whether the applicant’s revisions 733 
are sufficient to complete the application. If they are not, the Village will again inform 734 
the applicant of any remaining deficiencies in writing. This process shall continue until 735 
the applicant has submitted a complete application, or demands that the application 736 
be reviewed “as is.” 737 

(B) Application review.  The Village Council shall hold a public hearing at the next available 738 
Council meeting that is at least 25 days after the date of receiving the completed 739 
variance application, at which the Village Council shall determine whether the 740 
application satisfies the criteria of this section, unless the applicant requests a deferral 741 
of the hearing.  The hearing shall be noticed pursuant to section 21-51.  If the Village 742 
Council does not approve the variance, the Village shall prepare a written notice of its 743 
decision, describing the applicant’s appeal rights, and send it by certified mail, return 744 
receipt requested, to the applicant.  Upon denial of a sign variance application, the 745 
applicant may seek relief in the Circuit Court for Miami Dade County, as provided by 746 
law. 747 

(C) Approval criteria.  A sign variance may be granted by the Village Council where the 748 
Village Council determines: 749 

(1) the literal enforcement of this chapter would be deemed inequitable, and 750 

(2) the size, location, and style of the proposed sign is compatible with the building or 751 
location where it is to be placed and the surrounding development, and 752 

(3) the variance will result in a sign that advances the purposes and intent of this 753 
chapter. 754 

Sec. 15-9. – General Requirements.  755 

A. Signs and activities subject to Florida Building Code.  Certain signs and activities are 756 
subject to the Florida Building Code. The Village’s Building Official has the authority to 757 
determine which signs and activities are subject to the Florida Building Code. The 758 
construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance of all signs shall conform to the 759 
provisions established by the Florida Building Code. This includes mechanical and 760 
electrical components, as well as structural components subject to wind load 761 
standards.  The Sign Permit is a zoning approval that is separate from, and shall be 762 
obtained prior to any required building permit. 763 
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B. Compliance with chapter and development agreements. No sign of any sort shall be 764 
erected or maintained in the Village unless the provisions of this chapter are met.  Signs 765 
subject to a development agreement shall comply with any applicable development 766 
standards in such development agreement. To the extent a development agreement is 767 
silent, signs shall comply with any provisions of this chapter that are not in conflict with 768 
the development agreement. 769 

C. Permission required.  No person within the Village shall erect, fasten or attach or cause 770 
to be erected, fastened or attached in any way any sign upon any private property 771 
within the Village, unless legally authorized to do so by the owner of such property.  772 

D. Design. 773 

(1) Sign face elements.  A sign face may consist only of letters, numbers, punctuation 774 
symbols, and where specifically allowed by this chapter, a registered trademark 775 
or logo proportionate in size to the lettering but not to exceed 25% of the sign 776 
face.   777 

(2) Design requirements.  All signs which are not approved as part of a Village 778 
approved uniform sign plan or development agreement shall comply with section 779 
5.5-5(3). 780 

(3) Sign Type.  Only those sign types identified as permitted for an individual zoning 781 
district are allowed in that zoning district. 782 

E. Sign maintenance. Every sign, together with its framework, braces, angles, or other 783 
supports shall be maintained in a safe condition, properly secured, supported and 784 
braced to withstand wind pressure as required by the Florida Building Code or any 785 
other applicable regulatory code or ordinance in effect within the Village limits. 786 

F.  Location.  787 

(1) No sign or support shall be placed in such position or manner as to obstruct or 788 
interfere, either physically or visually, with traffic circulation (pedestrian or 789 
vehicular), any fire alarm, police alarm, traffic signal or sign or any devices 790 
maintained by or under public authority.  791 

(2) No sign over a walkway shall have a vertical clearance of less than eight (8) feet in 792 
height as measured from the bottom of the sign to the walkway.  793 

(3) No sign shall be located within a sight visibility triangle. 794 
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(4) No sign shall be erected, constructed or maintained so as to obstruct any fire 795 
escape, required exit, window or door opening used as a means of egress. 796 

(5) No sign shall be attached in any form, shape or manner that will interfere with any 797 
opening required for ventilation. 798 

(6) No sign shall be erected on Village property, in a public right-of-way or in a private 799 
or public easement. 800 

G.  Sign removal. A sign advertising a discontinued or closed business, or a business 801 
without a business tax receipt is prohibited, and shall be removed within 30 days of the 802 
closure of said business or expiration of business tax receipt. 803 

H. Nonconforming signs that are damaged or that are in need of repair.  If any 804 
nonconforming sign is damaged by any cause or is otherwise in need of repair to such 805 
an extent that the cost of repairing the sign is equal to fifty (50) percent or more of the 806 
replacement cost of the sign, then its classification as a "nonconforming" sign under 807 
this chapter shall be automatically revoked and the sign shall either be removed or 808 
repairs shall be made to the sign so that the sign shall meet all the requirements of this 809 
chapter. This subsection shall be applied in a manner consistent with Section 70.20, 810 
Florida Statutes. 811 

Sec. 15-10. - Removal of illegal signs.  812 

A. Generally.  The Village may remove or cause to be removed any and all signs 813 
constructed or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, and may 814 
assess the cost of such removal against the owner of the land upon which any such illegal 815 
sign is located.  816 

B. Signs on public property.  Any sign found posted or otherwise affixed upon any public 817 
property shall be removed by the Village and, if the sign is of more than negligible value, 818 
it will be stored up to thirty (30) days. The sign(s) will be discarded if not timely claimed by 819 
the owner. The person responsible for posting the sign(s) shall be liable for the cost 820 
incurred in the removal and storage thereof, and the Village may seek reimbursement for 821 
that cost.   822 

Sec. 15-11. - Prohibited signs.  823 

The following types of signs are expressly prohibited within the Village:  824 

(a) Abandoned signs; 825 

(b) Animated or flashing signs; 826 
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(c) Any sign not listed elsewhere in these regulations as an exempt, permitted or 827 
temporary sign;  828 

(d) Awning signs; 829 

(e) Balloon signs; 830 

(f) Banner signs (temporary or permanent) including streamers, spinners, wind-831 
driven or feather signs 832 

(g)   Billboards/off-premises signs; 833 

(h) Electronic signs; 834 

 (i) Marquee signs; 835 

(j)  Painted signs and any sign that does not meet the design, material and fabrication 836 
requirements of this chapter; 837 

(k) Pole signs; 838 

(l) Portable moving signs; 839 

(m) Projection signs; 840 

(n) Roof signs; 841 

(o) Signs placed upon Village or public property or right-of-way or any public or 842 
private easement;  843 

(p) Sandwich signs; 844 

(q) Signs placed on any portion of the public beach; 845 

(r) Signs that produce or emit any type of sound or odor; 846 

(s) Signs that could possibly be mistaken as traffic control devices thereby creating a 847 
safety hazard; 848 

(t) Signs with unshielded lighting elements; 849 

(u) Snipe signs; 850 

(v) Stationary vehicle or trailer signs;  851 

(w) Vehicle signs. 852 

Sec. 15-12. – Permanent signs on single-family residential property.  853 

On single-family residential property, unless otherwise authorized by law, no permanent 854 
sign shall be displayed except for the following:  855 
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Single Family and Private Club Districts (R-1, R-2, PC) 

PERMANENT SIGN 

TYPE OR USE 
SIZE NUMBER 

SETBACK 
AND 

SPACING 
ILLUMINATION 

MAXIMUM 
HEIGHT 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

Identification Sign 100 
square 
inches 

1 N/A Not 
permitted 

2 feet N/A 

Statuary/Sculpture/ 
Address Marker 

 2 Set 
back 10 

feet  

Not 
permitted 

5 feet  Must be visible from 
a public right-of-way 
or a private 
easement which is 
used for access to or 
from adjoining 
properties. 

Noncommercial 
Sign 

100 
square 
inches 

N/A N/A Not 
permitted 

42 inches N/A 

 856 

Sec. 15-13. – Permanent signs in multiple family districts.  857 

A. Districts West of Collins Avenue.  The following permanent signs are permitted on 858 
properties located in multi-family districts west of Collins Avenue:  859 

Multiple-Family West of Collins (RM-1, RM-2, RM-3, RM-4, RM-5) 

Permanent 
Sign Type or 

Use 
Size Number Location Illumination 

Maximum 
Height 

Wall Sign 12 
square 

feet 

1 Set back 10 feet Indirect 
floodlighting, 
not exceeding 

200 watts 

2 feet 

Noncommercial 
Sign 

4 
square 

feet 

N/A Set back 10 feet Not permitted 2 feet 

 860 
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B. Districts East of Collins Avenue. The following permanent signs are permitted on 861 
properties located in multi-family districts east of Collins Avenue: 862 

Multiple-Family East of Collins (OF, PD) 

Permanent 
Sign Type 

or Use 
Size Number Location Illumi- 

nation 

Maximum 
Height 

Maximum Letter Size 
(In Inches) 

Wall Sign Governed 
by letter 

size 

1 Wall See 
Section 15-

14.B. 

Shall not 
extend 
above 

roofline or 
parapet 

At or near ground level 12     
At or near first-story level 19     
At or near second-story level 24     
At or near third-story level 30     
At or near sixth-story level 36     
At or near ninth-story level 48     
At or near twelfth-story level 60     
At or near fourteenth-story level 
72 
 
The initial letter of each word in 
the sign may be larger than the 
permitted size for the rest of the 
letters in that word, but may not 
be larger than twice their size. 

Non-
commercia

l Sign 

4 square 
feet 

N/A Set back 
10 feet 

Not 
permitted 

2 feet N/A 

Sec. 15-14. - Business District.  863 

A. The following permanent signs are permitted on properties located in the business 864 
district that are not required to have a uniform sign plan:  865 
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Business District 

Sign Type or 
Use 

Size Number Location Illumi- 
nation 

Maximum 
Height 

Maximum Letter Size 
(In Inches) 

Monument 
Sign, 

including 1 
logo 

55 square 
feet 

1 Set back 
10 feet 

See 
Section 
15-14.B. 

11 feet N/A 

Wall Sign Governed 
by letter 

size 

1 per 
building 
or if the 
building 
contains 

more 
than 1 

store, 1 
per 

store-
unit 

Wall See 
Section 
15-14.B. 

Shall not 
extend 
above 

roofline or 
parapet 

At or near ground level 12     
At or near first-story level 19     
At or near second-story level 24     
At or near third-story level 30     
At or near sixth-story level 36     
At or near ninth-story level 48     
At or near twelfth-story level 60     
At or near fourteenth-story level 
72 
 
The initial letter of each word in 
the sign may be larger than the 
permitted size for the rest of 
the letters in that word, but may 
not be larger than twice their 
size. 

Non-
commercial 

Sign 

4 square 
feet 

N/A Set back 
10 feet 

Not 
permitte

d 

2 feet  

 866 

B. Illumination.  867 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, all illuminated signs or illumination 868 
in show windows, display windows or displays in or upon any building or 869 
structure shall have the source of light concealed from view from the exterior of 870 
the building or structure.  871 

(2) Where channel letters or figures are used for any sign, the illumination thereof 872 
may be visible if recessed within the depth of the channel. 873 
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Sec. 15-15. – Temporary signs. 874 

Temporary Signs 

     Permitted  

Sign Type 
or Use 

Total 
Sign 
Area 

Location Illumi- 
nation 

Maximum 
Height 

SF All 
Other 

Districts 

Special Conditions 

Real Estate 
Sign 

66 
square 
inches 

Set back 
10 feet 

Not 
permitted 

42 inches 1 1 May be placed when the 
property is listed or 
advertised or sale or 

lease.  Shall be removed 
within 7 days of closing, 
leasing or removal of the 
property from the market.  

Permitted in all zoning 
districts. 

Sign during 
construction 

616 
square 
inches 

Set back 
½ the 

distance 
between 

the 
property 
line and 

the 
building 
setback 

line 

Not 
permitted 

Five feet N/A 1 May be placed after the 
issuance of a building 

permit.  Must be removed 
within 7 days of issuance 

of certificate of 
occupancy or expiration 
of building permit.  Not 

allowed in Single Family. 

Non-
commercial 

sign 

616 
square 
inches  

Setback 
10 feet 

Not 
permitted 

Five feet 1 1 Maximum duration – 90 
days.  Permitted in all 

zoning districts. 

 875 

Sec. 15-16.  Uniform sign plan.  876 
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For any integrated multi-tenant commercial development greater than 10 acres in 877 
size and governed by a development agreement approved by the Village Council, a 878 
uniform sign plan shall be established and approved by the Village Council to ensure the 879 
compatibility of sign types, locations, sizes, colors and lettering styles, architectural and 880 
visual compatibility, acceptability, attractiveness, and cohesiveness and to protect and 881 
stabilize the general appearance and compatibility of the Village. All uniform sign 882 
programs require Architectural Review Board (ARB) recommendation and Village Council 883 
approval. Decisions on uniform sign plans shall not be based on the content of the 884 
proposed message.  885 

(A) Uniform sign plan application.  In addition to other information required to be 886 
provided in the sign permit application, the applicant shall submit two copies 887 
of a uniform sign plan for the site which contains the following information: 888 
(1) A plan of the site, drawn to scale, which shows the locations of buildings, 889 

parking lots, driveways, landscaped areas, adjoining streets and avenues, 890 
and the locations of all existing and proposed signs, including but not 891 
limited to signs exempt from permitting requirements; 892 

(2) Plans, elevations and details as needed to demonstrate that signs shall be 893 
integrated into a coherent design throughout the site and compatible with 894 
the architectural design of the development. 895 

(3) The location and type of ground signage relative to other ground signs, 896 
landscape features, pedestrian ways, and sidewalks, shown on the fully 897 
dimensioned site plan, drawn to scale. 898 

(4) Building elevations showing the intended and permitted locations of each 899 
sign type, and depicting the relationship between the various types of 900 
signs. This shall include wall signage for the identification of buildings, the 901 
development, and individual establishments, as applicable, and building 902 
or bay addresses. 903 

(5) Site plan or elevations that demonstrate how the proposed signage and 904 
sightlines will relate to existing and proposed landscaping when mature. 905 

(6) Detailed standards to ensure the compatibility of design elements 906 
including but not limited to lettering styles, sizes and colors, and sign type 907 
and shape, location and placement. 908 

(7) Demonstration of a uniform plan for the signs with respect to the location 909 
and dimensions, materials, method and intensities of illumination and, for 910 
wall signs, the method of attachment. 911 

(B) Application procedure.  Upon the submission of an application, the Village 912 
shall have ten days to determine whether it is complete. If the Village finds 913 
that the application is not complete, the Village shall provide the applicant 914 
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with written notice of the deficiencies within the ten-day period. Upon 915 
resubmission of the application, the Village shall have five additional days to 916 
determine whether the applicant’s revisions are sufficient to complete the 917 
application. If they are not, the Village will again inform the applicant of any 918 
remaining deficiencies in writing. This process shall continue until the 919 
applicant has submitted a complete application, or demands that the 920 
application be reviewed “as is.” 921 

(C) Uniform sign plan review.  922 
(1) Upon finding a sign permit application complete, the application shall be 923 

scheduled for ARB review. The ARB will recommend approval or denial of 924 
the uniform sign plan at the meeting at which it reviews the application, 925 
unless the applicant requests a deferral of the review of the application. 926 

(2) The Village Council shall hold a public hearing on the uniform sign plan 927 
after receiving the recommendation of the ARB, and determine whether 928 
the application satisfies the criteria of this section.  The hearing shall be 929 
noticed pursuant to section 21-51. If the Village Council does not approve 930 
the uniform sign plan, the Village shall prepare a written notice of its 931 
decision, describing the applicant’s appeal rights, and send it by certified 932 
mail, return receipt requested, to the applicant.  Upon denial of a uniform 933 
sign plan application the applicant may seek relief in the Circuit Court for 934 
Miami Dade County, as provided by law. 935 

(D) Uniform sign plan approval.   936 
(1) The proposed uniform sign program may include only the following types 937 

of signs: 938 
a. Monument; 939 
b. Neon, if located inside a glass show window, with a maximum sign 940 

area of ten percent or less of the total glass area of the window, or 941 
600 square inches, whichever is less; 942 

c. Wall; 943 
d. Window. 944 

(2) The Village Council may approve a uniform sign plan application, 945 
provided the uniform sign plan demonstrates: 946 
a. Compliance with this chapter; 947 
b. Compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood; 948 
c. Internal consistency, proportionality and compatibility; and  949 
d. An integrated plan providing a quality, aesthetically appealing 950 

appearance and unity of composition. 951 
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(3) The Village Council, during review and approval of a uniform sign plan, 952 
may, as part of that plan, approve variations from the requirements of this 953 
chapter provided that: 954 
a. Sign types prohibited by this chapter shall not be permitted;  955 
b. No signs which vary from the provisions of this chapter will be visible 956 

from the residential single family or multifamily zoning districts west of 957 
Collins Avenue; and 958 

c. The variations are necessary to create a stimulating, dynamic and 959 
effective sign program which remains sensitive to the community and 960 
aesthetic environment of the Village.  961 

(E) Uniform sign plan implementation.  Once the Village Council approves 962 
a uniform sign plan, all applications for sign permits under the uniform sign 963 
plan shall be reviewed by the Village Manager or his designee and approved 964 
upon a finding that the application is consistent with the approved uniform 965 
sign plan.  Should an application for a particular sign propose any deviation 966 
from the uniform sign plan, the deviation shall be reviewed and approved by 967 
the Village Council before the sign permit may be approved following the 968 
regular sign permit review process. Deviations necessary to accommodate a 969 
federally registered trademark shall not require additional approvals from the 970 
Village, provided that such signs comply with all other requirements of the 971 
approved uniform sign program.   972 

(F) Amendments to an approved uniform sign plan. Amendments to an approved 973 
uniform sign plan shall be processed in the same manner as a new uniform 974 
sign plan. 975 

 976 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  977 

Sec. 15-1. - Compliance with chapter.  978 

No sign of any sort shall be erected or maintained in the Village unless the provisions 979 
of this chapter are first complied with.  980 

The term "sign" as used in this chapter means any structure and all parts composing 981 
the same, together with the frame, background or support therefor, that is used for 982 
identification, advertising, informational or display purposes or any statuary, sculpture 983 
molding, casting or other objects used for identification, informational, advertising or 984 
display purposes in a permanent or temporary nature. Merchandise, vehicles or 985 
equipment used as an attention attracter or advertising device, with or without a printed 986 
message, shall be considered a sign.  987 

Sec. 15-2. - Permit required; application.  988 
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No sign shall be erected or maintained unless a permit for the erection of such sign 989 
has been granted by the Village Council. No permit shall be issued until an application for 990 
the erection of the proposed sign has been made to the Village Manager. The Village 991 
Manager shall prescribe the form of the application, which shall, among other things, 992 
require that the applicant show the size, form, content and proposed location of such sign.  993 

Sec. 15-3. - Fees.  994 

A fee of $2.00 shall be paid for each sign requiring a sign erector; provided, however, 995 
that no fee shall be required for the taking down and rehanging of signs where there has 996 
been no change of any kind in the method of supporting, framework, copy, and the like. A 997 
fee of $1.00 shall be paid for each sign applied by a signwriter.  998 

Sec. 15-4. - Variances.  999 

In special cases where the literal enforcement of this chapter would be deemed 1000 
inequitable, the Village Council may grant variances permitting the erection of signs not in 1001 
strict conformity with this chapter.  1002 

Sec. 15-5. - Removal of nonconforming signs.  1003 

Authority is hereby given to the Village Manager to remove or cause to be removed 1004 
any and all signs constructed or maintained in the Village in violation of any of the 1005 
provisions of this chapter and to assess the cost of such removal against the Owner of the 1006 
land upon which any such nonconforming sign is located.  1007 

Sec. 15-6. - Billboards prohibited.  1008 

The erection or maintenance of billboards is prohibited.  1009 

Sec. 15-7. - Erection of traffic and parking control signs.  1010 

No signs which are designed to control traffic flow or vehicle parking, including the 1011 
painting of curbs or Streets, shall be erected or displayed unless permission is first 1012 
obtained in Writing from the Village Manager.  1013 

Sec. 15-8. - Signs on unimproved Property.  1014 

Signs on unimproved Property shall not be of a greater surface area than 66 square 1015 
inches, and the top of the sign shall not be more than five feet above the ground. Such 1016 
signs shall not be lighted in any manner.  1017 

Sec. 15-9. - Signs on improved single-family residential Property.  1018 

On improved single-family residential Property, unless otherwise authorized by law, 1019 
no sign shall be displayed except for the following:  1020 

(1) A sign indicating that the premises on which the sign is erected is for sale or for 1021 
rent. Such sign shall not exceed a maximum surface area of 66 square inches, shall 1022 
not exceed 42 inches in height from the top of the sign to the ground, shall not be 1023 
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lighted in any manner, and shall not be located more than ten feet from the 1024 
building on the premises.  1025 

(2) An address marker containing street address numbers, name of street and name 1026 
of resident only. The marker shall not exceed 100 square inches in surface area, 1027 
shall not exceed two feet in height from the top of the sign to the ground, and 1028 
must be located entirely within the private Property, outside of any easement area.  1029 

(3) A sign consisting of any statuary, sculpture molding, casting or other objects used 1030 
for identification, informational, advertising or display purposes. Not more than 1031 
two such signs shall be displayed at a point on the Property visible from any public 1032 
right-of-way or visible from any private easement which is used for access to or 1033 
from adjoining properties. The sign shall not exceed a height of five (5) feet from 1034 
the top of the sign to the ground, and must be located entirely within the private 1035 
Property, outside of any easement area, and not closer to any Property line than 1036 
ten (10) feet.  1037 

This shall not prohibit temporary holiday decorations, provided they carry no advertising 1038 
matter, and further provided that they are not in place more than 45 days and are removed 1039 
14 days after the holiday ends.  1040 

Sec. 15-10. - Signs at building projects.  1041 

One sign may be displayed on the premises on which a building is in the process of 1042 
being constructed. On such sign, there may be displayed the name of the architect, 1043 
contractor and other Persons performing labor or supplying materials to the work. Such 1044 
sign shall not be located nearer the Property line than one-half the distance between the 1045 
Property line and the building setback line, and must be removed before a certificate of 1046 
occupancy is issued for the building. A building project sign shall not be more than 32 1047 
square feet in area (4' × 8'). The top of such signs shall not be more than five feet above 1048 
the lot grade. Sign colors shall be in accordance with those architectural guidelines found 1049 
in subsection 5.5-5(3). Notwithstanding the above, no building project sign shall be 1050 
permitted in the Single Family Residential Districts (R-1 and R-2).  1051 

Secs. 15-11—15-35. - Reserved.  1052 

ARTICLE II. - DISTRICT REGULATIONS  1053 

Sec. 15-36. - Multiple Family Districts.  1054 

(a) Districts west of Collins Avenue. In Multiple Family Districts lying west of Collins Avenue 1055 
(Bal Harbour Boulevard) signs may not be attached to a building. Signs in these 1056 
districts shall not exceed an area 12 square feet in size and may not contain written 1057 
matter other than the name of the establishment, except that the words "vacancy" or 1058 
"no vacancy," with suitable provisions for detachment, may be added. Such signs shall 1059 
not be lighted, except indirectly by floodlights with bulbs not exceeding 200 watts.  1060 

(b) Districts east of Collins Avenue.  1061 
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(1) In the Multiple Family District lying east of Collins Avenue (Bal Harbour Boulevard) 1062 
signs must be flat and shall be erected on the outside wall of the building. Such 1063 
signs shall be attached by means of lag screws and shields or through bolts and 1064 
shall be anchored on poured concrete or steel mounting. No wood plugs shall be 1065 
used. Lag screws and bolts shall be galvanized and shall be not less than four 1066 
inches in masonry materials.  1067 

(2) The size of letters in such flat signs shall conform to the following schedule: 1068 

 
Maximum Size  

(inches)    

 1069 

a. At or near ground level .....12     1070 

b. At or near first-story level .....19     1071 

c. At or near second-story level .....24     1072 

d. At or near third-story level .....30     1073 

e. At or near sixth-story level .....36     1074 

f. At or near ninth-story level .....48     1075 

g. At or near twelfth-story level .....60     1076 

h. At or near fourteenth-story level .....72     1077 

The initial letter of each word in the sign may be larger than the rest of the letters 1078 
in that word, but may not exceed the size of such letters by more than twice their 1079 
size.  1080 

(3) No part of any sign shall extend above the top of the parapet or roof line of any 1081 
building.  1082 

(4) All such signs shall contain letters and numbers only and shall not include 1083 
decorative material.  1084 

(5) Roof signs, pole signs and marquee signs are prohibited; however, entrance signs 1085 
designating the entrance driveway of each building in this district may be erected, 1086 
not to exceed 600 square inches in size, which may also contain the name of the 1087 
establishment and the street address. Such signs shall not be lighted, except 1088 
indirectly by floodlights with bulbs not exceeding 200 watts, and in no event shall 1089 
the top of such signs be erected over 48 inches above the driveway at the 1090 
intersection with the Sidewalk.  1091 

Sec. 15-37. - Business District.  1092 

(a) In the Business District, the size of letters on all signs, unless otherwise provided in this 1093 
section, shall conform to those outlined in section 15-36. Letters for wall signs or any 1094 
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sign visible from the exterior of the building, that is, on the walls, plate glass or other 1095 
materials, shall be in proportion to the existing space.  1096 

(b) No signs may be displayed except in connection with the advertisement of the 1097 
particular building or Property on which the sign is located or of some merchandise or 1098 
service dispensed or rendered on the same premises on which the sign is located.  1099 

(c) No sign or any part thereof shall extend above the top of the parapet or roof line of 1100 
any building or structure.  1101 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this section, all illuminated signs or illumination in 1102 
show windows, display windows or displays in or upon any building or structure shall 1103 
have the source of light concealed from view from the exterior of the building or 1104 
structure. Where channel letters or figures are used for any sign, the illumination 1105 
thereof may be visible if recessed within the depth of the channel. Intensities of 1106 
illumination shall be approved by the Electrical Inspector of the Village in all cases, 1107 
before issuance of the sign permit. Hanging exposed neon tubing signs will be 1108 
permitted on the inside of glass show windows, provided that the size of the signs does 1109 
exceed ten percent of the total glass area where the signs occur, or 600 square inches, 1110 
whichever is less. All such signs located within a distance of five feet from any glass 1111 
show window shall be subject to the regulations set out in this subsection.  1112 

(e) No more than one sign naming or advertising the trade name, trademark or 1113 
manufacturer of any product sold or handled therein shall be installed or affixed to or 1114 
painted upon any one-story building or, in case a store building contains more than 1115 
one store unit, upon any one-store unit.  1116 

(f) Signs may be painted upon awnings or awning valances subject to the provisions of 1117 
this chapter and upon the following conditions:  1118 

(1) Such signs shall be limited to the name of the Owner or the trade name of the 1119 
business and the street number of the building. The business name or Owner's 1120 
name shall appear not more than once on any one side valance or front valance of 1121 
any awning, but the street numbers may be placed before and after each 1122 
statement of the business name or Owner's name.  1123 

(2) All lettering of such signs shall be placed thereon in one line and the letters or 1124 
numerals shall not in any case exceed four inches in height.  1125 

(3) Marks or insignia constituting or forming a decorative motif shall be permissible 1126 
above the valance on any awnings, provided that such decorative motifs shall not 1127 
include trademarks, lettering, printing or signs of any kind, but shall be limited 1128 
strictly to a decorative motif.  1129 

 1130 

Section 7. Village Code Amended.  That Chapter 17 “Streets, Sidewalks and 1131 

Other Public Places,” Article I “In General,” Section 17-3 “Writing on, digging in Street, 1132 

Sidewalk; placement of signs, banners,” is hereby renamed and amended as follows: 1133 
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Sec. 17-3. - Writing on, digging in Street, Sidewalk; placement of signs, banners.  1134 

It shall be unlawful to write on, print on or paint on, or dig in a public Street or Sidewalk, 1135 
or place any sign or banner thereon or thereover, without the permission of the Village 1136 
Manager.  1137 

  *       *       * 1138 

 Section 8. Severability.  That the provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be 1139 

severable and if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any 1140 

reason be held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity 1141 

of the remaining sections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance but they shall 1142 

remain in effect, it being the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand 1143 

notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  1144 

 Section 9. Inclusion in the Code.  That it is the intention of the Village Council, 1145 

and it is hereby ordained that this Ordinance shall become and made part of the Village 1146 

Code; that the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 1147 

such intention; and that the word “Ordinance” shall be changed to “Section” or other 1148 

appropriate word.   1149 

 Section 10. Conflict.  That all sections or parts of sections of the Village Code, all 1150 

ordinances or parts of ordinances and all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with 1151 

this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict.  1152 

 Section 11. Effective Date.  That this Ordinance shall be effective immediately 1153 

upon adoption on second reading.  1154 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED on first reading this __ day of ________________, 2018. 1155 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED on second reading this __ day of ________________, 2018. 1156 
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 1157 

       ___________________________________ 1158 
       Mayor  1159 
 1160 
ATTEST: 1161 
 1162 
 1163 
_____________________________ 1164 
Dwight Danie, Village Clerk 1165 
 1166 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 1167 
 1168 
 1169 
_____________________________ 1170 
Village Attorney 1171 
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman, P.L. 1172 
 1173 


