
 

 
City Council Staff Report 

 
DATE: AUGUST 3, 2022 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

DISTRICT: ALL 

SUBJECT: ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. CC 2022-089, A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALMDALE DIRECTING CITY 
STAFF AND THE SHERIFF TO NOT ENFORCE AGAINST THE 
PUBLIC COVID-RELATED MASK ORDERS OF THE LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

ISSUE 

Adopt Resolution No. CC 2022-089, a Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Palmdale Directing City Staff and the Sheriff to not Enforce Against the Public COVID-
Related Mask Orders of the Los Angeles County Department of Health. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. CC 2022-089.   
 
BACKGROUND 

 
On July 21, 2022, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (Health 
Department) announced that for the second week in a row the number of COVID cases 
and the number of COVID related hospitalizations have pushed the county into the “high” 
level. Had the hospitalization not decreased by Thursday July 28, 2022, a new mask order 
would have gone into effect on Friday July 29, 2022.   
 
DISCUSSION 

 
The Los Angeles County Health Department is the public health agency for the City of 
Palmdale. The Health Department can enforce health orders, generally through warnings 
and citations that are issued through visits to businesses. The Health Department recently 
reported that less than 1 percent of the businesses in the county have received citations.  
 
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) has established the concept of “community level” 
which uses various criteria to help counties determine the prevention steps to be taken 
based on the COVID-19 levels in an area.  The three different community levels are low, 
medium and high. 
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On July 21, 2022, the Health Department announced that for the second week in a row the 
number of COVID cases and the number of COVID related hospitalizations have pushed 
the county into the “high” level.  The number of cases is generally a leading indicator of 
subsequent increases in the hospitalization rate.  The Health Department had indicated that 
unless the hospitalization rate decreased below 10 per 100,000 by Thursday July 28, 2022, 
the Health Department would have caused a new mask order to go into effect on Friday July 
29, 2022.   
 
Based on telebriefings, other communications, and past health orders from the Health 
Department, it was expected that the mask mandate would have applied indoors to anyone 
age two or older at facilities such as shared office space, manufacturing and retail settings, 
event spaces, restaurants and bars, gyms and yoga studios, educational settings and 
children’s programs.  Under the health order, businesses would likely have been required 
to offer employees masks and notify them of mask-wearing requirements. Additionally, 
businesses would be obligated to place signage informing customers of indoor masking.  
Such masking order would likely have been in effect until the County experienced at least 
two weeks at the “medium” community level. 
 
It is expected that if, in the future, the number of COVID cases in Los Angeles County rose, 
that the Health Department may opt to issue County-wide health orders to require masks to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 
This resolution is intended to allow the public to choose for themselves whether to wear a 
mask in public. This resolution would result in a commitment to not use city resources to 
enforce against the public any future COVID-related indoor mask mandate of the Los 
Angeles County Health Department. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 

Possible cost savings by allowing staff and the sheriff to do other work. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 

Goal I: Maintain effective public safety and protection for life, property, and the 
environment. 

A. Provide comprehensive and innovative safety services to prevent crime and 
promote a safe community. 

B. Be prepared to protect life, property, and the environment in the event of 
catastrophic disasters and emergencies. 

 
Prepared by: Ronda Perez, Interim City Manager 
Certified as to availability of Funds: Janelle Samson, Director of Finance 
Approved by: Ronda Perez, Interim City Manager 
Approved as to form: Scott E. Porter, Acting City Attorney 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Resolution CC 2022-089 


