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Ms. Ariane Hofstedt 

Administrator 

Maryland Heritage Areas Authority 

100 Community Place 

Crownsville, MD  21032 

 
Dear Ms. Hofstedt, 

We are writing in support of a boundary amendment to include the vital property of Rich Hill, as well as 

neighboring significant sites, within the certified heritage area boundary of the Southern Maryland 

Heritage Area.  It is important that these sites have access to the programing, partnerships, and grants 

provided through the Maryland Heritage Area program.  

Rich Hill was the birthplace and childhood home of Margaret Brown and her brother Gustavus Brown. 

Margaret Brown married Thomas Stone, one of the founding fathers of the United States and a signer of 

the Declaration of Independence. Dr. Gustavus Brown become one of President George Washington’s 

physicians and tended him on his deathbed. 

In 1865, Abraham Lincoln’s assassin, John Wilkes Booth, and his accomplice, David Herold, came to Rich 

Hill for food and shelter after they left the home of Dr. Samuel Mudd. Rich Hill played an important role 

in the escape and manhunt of Lincoln’s murderer. 

Bel Alton is an unincorporated community in Charles County, Maryland, United States.  A series of 

interpretive signs on a side road mark various spots where, in April 1865, John Wilkes Booth stopped to 

hide during his flight south after murdering President Abraham Lincoln.  Additionally, St. Ignatius Church 

and Cemetery, the oldest continuous Roman Catholic parish in the United States (although this claim is 

contested by another church in New Mexico), is two miles west of Bel Alton on a scenic bluff overlooking 

an inlet of the Potomac River.  

The Historic McConchie One-Room School house is located near Bel Alton and Rich Hill (within the 

Charles County Fairground), and also needs to be included within the Southern Maryland Heritage Area 

boundary.  The school opened in 1912 to serve African-American children and closed in 1952, when 

Charles County consolidated all of its schools. It is the only known one-room school still in existence in 

the County that served African- American students exclusively. The school now serves as a living 

museum and is open for tours and programs. 

Thank you for considering the boundary amendment to the Southern Maryland Heritage Area to include 

these significant historical sites within Charles County. 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ 


