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Issue: Proclamation Declaring July 2022 as Golf Cart Safety Month 
Department: Administration 

Contacts: Carin Z. Faulkner, Public Information Officer 
Attachments: 1) Proclamation 
  
Background: Village Staff wanted to have a way to get the word out about 

underage driving on BHI. In the process, we found that there is 
a municipality that already recognizes Golf Cart Safety Month.  

 
  Golf Cart Safety Month began in Lubbock, Texas after a July 28, 

2015, accident involving 9-year-old Luke Siegal. The accident 
involved another 9-year-old boy. There was no adult 
supervision, no helmet, and no parent on board.  The golf cart 
tipped over onto Luke’s body and nearly took his life.  He ended 
up having three brain injuries and multiple surgeries, which left 
him unable to use his limbs or voice.  Luke’s father Tim founded 
a non-profit called Team Luke which later partnered with 
another non-profit called Hope for Minds to create “Team Luke 
Hope for Minds.”  The group provides resources and support to 
families with children who have undergone brain surgery.  

 
  Through our correspondence with employees at the City of 

Lubbock we were notified that sadly, Luke passed away last 
year.  

 
Attachments:  

• Proclamation 
 

Recommendation: Pass with consent agenda.  
 
Action Needed: Yes 
 
Funds: N/A 
 
Follow Up: PIO – Use social media “villain” campaign and other education 

throughout the month of July.  Also advertise a poster contest 
for children up to the age of 15.  The winner’s artwork will to be 
used for next year’s social media/education campaign.  



PROCLAMATION  2022 - ______ 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, though golf carts are the primary means of transportation for Islanders, 

visitors, and guests, they are not an acceptable mode of transportation for children, teenagers, or 
adults who do not have a valid State driver’s license; and 

WHEREAS, each year there are approximately 15,000 golf cart related accidents that 
require emergency room treatment for the driver and occupants. Tragically, there is one golf cart 
related death occurring every week within the United States; and 

WHEREAS, children are at the highest risk of being fatally injured in a golf cart related 
accident. Sadly, children are injured in one third of all golf cart-related accidents and the average 
rate of traumatic brain injuries among these children is more than three times higher that of adults 
injured in golf cart-related accidents; and 

WHEREAS, in the State of North Carolina, if a golf cart is to be operated on the streets, 
highways or public vehicular areas, it is considered a motor vehicle and subject to all laws, rules 
and regulations that govern motor vehicles, including licensure requirements; and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting during the summer months, when children are out of school, on 
vacation, and busy outdoors, to create awareness and to warn parents and the general public about 
the dangers of children operating golf carts; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Peter Quinn, Mayor of the Village of Bald Head Island, 
do hereby proclaim the month of July 2022 as  

Golf Cart Safety Awareness Month 
on Bald Head Island, and ask all citizens, visitors, and guests to know the laws restricting who can 
operate a golf cart and to create greater public awareness of the dangers of children driving and 
being passengers in golf carts. 

This 17th day of June 2022. 

_______________________________ 
Peter Quinn 

Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 
Darcy Sperry 
Village Clerk 


