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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

ORDINANCE NO. PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2022-08 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 1 (OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES) OF TITLE 12 (MOTOR 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC CONTROL), OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE 
TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, BY AMENDING 
SECTION 12-1-110 OF ARTICLE 1 (MOTOR VEHICLE DEFINED), SECTION 
12-1-512 OF ARTICLE 5 (MOTOR VEHICLES PROHIBITED ON PATHWAYS), 
AND ADDING ARTICLE 6 (ELECRIC-ASSIST BICYCLES); AND PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council originally adopted Chapter 1 of Title 12 on February 6, 

1984 and subsequently amended Chapter 1 of Title 12 on May 20, 1985, July 6, 1987, September 
17, 1990, June 6, 1995, and July 3, 2001; and 

 
WHEREAS, electric-assist bicycles have gained popularity across the United States and 

have increased significantly in number on the publicly-owned pathways within the Town of 
Hilton Head Island; and 

 
WHEREAS, the South Carolina General Assembly adopted Act No. 114 in 2020 

amending the South Carolina Code of Laws Section 56-1-10 by adding a definition of “electric- 
assist bicycles”; and 

 
WHEREAS, through research, public input and feedback, Town Council finds that 

certain electric-assist bicycles should be allowed for use on publicly-owned pathways with 
safety regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS, to protect the general health, safety and welfare of the citizens and visitors 

of and to the Town of Hilton Head Island, Town Council desires to establish reasonable 
regulations for electric-assist bicycles to include the issuance of mandatory educational/safety 
training materials in connection with the rental and sale of electric-assist bicycles  and to 
require the utilization of technology on electric-assist bicycles to limit the maximum speed at 
which a helper motor will continue to supply power for any electric-assist bicycle allowed to be 
used on a publicly-owned pathway; and 

 
WHEREAS, Town Council now desires to amend Chapter 1 (Operation of Motor 

Vehicles) of Title 12 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic Control) to allow the use of electric-assist 
bicycles on publicly-owned pathways. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED BY THE TOWN 

COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND ORDAINED BY AND UNDER AUTHORITY OF SAID 
TOWN COUNCIL, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1: Amendment. That the amendments to Chapter 1 of Title 12 are adopted and 
the Municipal Code of the Town of Hilton Head Island is amended as shown on Exhibit “A” to 
this Ordinance. Newly added language is illustrated with underlined and bolded portions. 

Section 2: Severability. If any section, phrase, sentence, or portion of this Ordinance is 
for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

Section 3: Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective upon adopting by the Town Council 
of the Town of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HILTON 
HEAD ISLAND ON THIS  DAY OF  , 2022. 

 
 

By:  
John J. McCann, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
By:   

Krista M. Wiedmeyer, Town Clerk 
 
First Reading:  , 2022 

Second Reading:  , 2022 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 
Curtis L. Coltrane, Town Attorney 

 
Introduced by Council Member:_   
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 
TITLE 12 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC CONTROL1 

Chapter 1 OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 12-1-110. Motor vehicle defined. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the term "motor vehicle" shall mean every device by which a 
person or property may be transported or drawn upon a highway by mechanical means, including, but 
not limited to, automobiles, trucks, buses, motor homes, motorized campers, boats, airplanes, 
motorcycles, motor scooters or tractors. The term motor vehicle does not include “electric-assist 
bicycles,” as defined by S. C. Code Ann. § 56-1-10(29). 

 

 
ARTICLE 5. PATHWAYS 

 

Sec. 12-1-511. Motor vehicles prohibited on pathways. 

Any publicly owned pathway or lane designed for pedestrians or bicycles shall not be traversed or 
utilized in any way by any of the following: 

(1) Cars, trucks, tractors, or any other motorized vehicles, with the exception of emergency 
vehicles, authorized maintenance vehicles, or electric-powered wheelchairs for the 
handicapped. 

(2) Motorcycles, motor-assisted bicycles such as mopeds, motor scooters, golf carts, lawn 
mowers, all-terrain vehicles, go-carts, or any other similar, small, motorized vehicles. 

(3) Horses or any other large animals, except for small pets such as dogs and cats on a leash. 

(4) Surreys and other types of carriages. 

Sec. 12-1-512. Electric-assist Bicycles or Bicycles with Helper Motors. 

  “Electric-assist bicycles” or “bicycles with helper motors,” as defined by S.C. Code Ann. § 56-1- 
10(2), and Sec. 12-1-610 of this Code may traverse and utilize any publicly owned pathway designed 
for pedestrians or bicycles. Bicycles with electric motors that exceed the limitations for an “Electric- 
 assist bicycle” or a “bicycle with helper motor” set out in S. C. Code Ann. § 56-1-10, are prohibited on 
publicly-owned pathways. 

 
 
 

1 Cross reference(s)—Vehicles on beaches, § 8-1-211; traffic flow design standards, § 16-5-501 et seq. State law 
reference(s)—Obedience to traffic laws, generally, S.C. Code 1976, § 56-5-730; obedience to authorized person 
directing traffic, § 56-5-740. 

 



 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 6. ELECTRIC-ASSIST BICYCLES 
 

Sec. 12-1-610. Purpose. 

The purpose of this article is to maintain public safety on publicly-owned pathways designed for 
pedestrians and bicycles. 

 

Sec. 12-1-611. Electric-assist bicycle defined. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the term “electric-assist bicycle” is as defined in S. C. Code Ann. South 
Carolina Code of Laws § 56-1-10(29).2 The term includes “bicycles with helper motors”. 

 

Sec. 12-1-612. Public Safety Provisions. 

(1) Any business engaged in renting or selling “electric-assist bicycles,” as well as all other 
electric bicycles that exceed the speed or motor power of “electric-assist bicycles,” must 
provide a Town-issued safety and etiquette pamphlet upon each transaction to consumers. 

(2) An “electric-assist bicycle,” operated on publicly-owned pathways and roads in the Town of 
Hilton Head shall have a label permanently affixed to the device indicating its wattage or 
horsepower and maximum electrically assisted speed, as required by S.C. Code Ann. § 56-1- 
10(29). To the extent that such “electric-assist bicycle” possesses the technological 
capability to have the maximum speed limit at which an electrically assisted motor will 
disengage, such technological capability shall be utilized to set the maximum speed at 
which an electrically assisted motor will disengage when the electric-assist bicycle reaches 
a speed of twelve (12) miles per hour. 

 
 

Sec. 12-1-613. Violations and Penalties. 

(1) Violations. It shall be a Violation of this Chapter to: 
 

(a) Fail to comply with any requirement of the Chapter. 
 

(2) Violations of this Chapter are subject to the penalties and remedies available under Sec. 1-5-10, Sec. 10-1- 
150, Sec. 9-1-111, et seq. These remedies are in addition to any other remedies available at law or in 
equity for a Violation. 

 
 

2 " 

S. C. Code Ann. § 56-1-10(29) "Electric-assist bicycles" and "bicycles with helper motors" means low-speed 
electrically assisted bicycles with two or three wheels, each having fully operable pedals and an electric motor of no 
more than 750 watts, or one horsepower, and a top motor-powered speed of less than twenty miles an hour when 
operated by a rider weighing one hundred seventy pounds on a paved level surface, that meet the requirements of 
the Federal Consumer Product Code provided in 16 C.F.R., Part 1512, and that operate in a manner such that the 
electric motor disengages or ceases to function when their brakes are applied or the rider stops pedaling. 
Manufacturers and distributors of electric-assist bicycles shall apply a label that is affixed permanently, in a prominent 
location, to each electric-assist bicycle, indicating its wattage and maximum electrically assisted speed. The owner or 
user of an electric-assist bicycle shall not remove or tamper with the label. If a user tampers with or modifies an 
electric-assist bicycle, changing the speed capability, he must replace the label indicating the vehicle's wattage or 
horsepower. Electric-assist bicycles and bicycles with helper motors are not mopeds. 



 

 

 

 
(3) Any business or individual engaged in the leasing or sale of electric-assist bicycles that is the subject of 

three or more convictions of violations of this Chapter in any twelve-month period shall be declared a 
nuisance under Sec. 9-1-111, et seq., and the violator shall be subject to all remedies available to the 
Town under Sec. 1-5- 10, and 10-1-150. 
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