
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: June 14, 2022

AGENDA TITLE: Proclamation to Recognize, Acknowledge and 
Observe Juneteenth Day as a Public Holiday

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Administration

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approving Proclamation recognizing, acknowledging 
and observing Juneteenth Independence Day as a public holiday.

SUMMARY/BACKGROUND
Juneteenth, or Juneteenth Independence Day, commemorates the traditional 
observance of the end of slavery in the United States and is observed annually on June 
19.  On June 19, 1865, Union Major General Gordon Granger and his regiment arrived 
in Galveston and spread the word that slavery had been abolished the following year, 
the first official Juneteenth celebrations took place in Texas and have continued across 
the United States throughout the years, throughout our nation. Juneteenth is the oldest 
nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery and is celebrated 
annually as a historical and memorable tribute to our country's African American 
Heritage. Juneteenth is an important opportunity to honor the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence and celebrate the achievements and contributions African 
Americans have made and continue to make across our City and entire Nation.
Juneteenth was recognized, acknowledged and observed by City Council on June 19, 
2021.

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
President Biden signed the bill on June 17th, 2021 to create Juneteenth Independence 
Day commemorating the end of slavery recognizing June 19th as a legal federal holiday. 
Juneteenth will be observed by the federal government on June 20th this year.  
Assembly Bill 1655 is currently under consideration to create a 12th paid holiday for 
California State employees.  The City Council adopted a Juneteenth proclamation last 
year but did not declare a paid holiday when the Juneteenth federal holiday was 
created.  



Approving and declaring a public holiday would result in a paid holiday for June 20th

2022.  The City is currently under Labor Negotiations and may consider adding 
Juneteenth Independence Day to the City Holiday Calendar on an annual basis.  
Including labor and specialty pay this would result in approximately $55,000 in holiday 
pay impact this year.

FISCAL IMPACT
The estimated value of salary and specialty pay to make this a public/paid holiday is 
estimated at $55,000 dollars.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Consider Proclamation to recognize Juneteenth Independence Day in Sausalito as a 
public and paid holiday for 2022 on Monday, June 20th.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1- Proclamation

PREPARED BY: Serge Avila, City Clerk
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Zapata, City Manager


