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AGENDA ITEM

MEETING TYPE:     Village Board                  

MEETING DATE:    June 14, 2022

SUBJECT:                  Lenco BearCat Model G2 Four Door Armored Vehicle Purchase

ACTION REQUESTED:

Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a new Lenco BearCat Model G2 Four Door Armored 
Vehicle from Lenco Armored Vehicles in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, in the Amount of
$251,136.00 and the Waiving of the Competitive Public Bidding Requirement.  

BOARD/COMMISSION REVIEW:

N/A

ACTION PREVIOUSLY TAKEN:

Date of Action Meeting Type Action Taken
3/15/2022 Committee of the 

Whole
Finance Director presented the FY23 Vehicle Fund 

proposal during the CIP discussion.

DEPARTMENT:       Police

SUBMITTED BY:     Jeff Burgner – Chief of Police   

FISCAL IMPACT:  

This vehicle is included in the FY23 Vehicle Fund budget.  Funding to purchase the vehicle will 
be from the Asset Forfeiture restricted funds and the Vehicle Fund.

BACKGROUND:

The approach for police response to firearms related emergency calls for service has changed 
significantly over the last twenty years.  Since the school shooting at Columbine High School in 
1999, law enforcement has significantly changed tactical responses to these types of violent calls
as well as other firearms related emergency calls.  The equipment needed to respond has evolved
and front-line police officers are training comparable to how Special Response Teams (SRT) 
traditionally responded.  The days of patrol officers setting up a perimeter and waiting for SRT to 
respond are no longer the common or even an acceptable approach to addressing these types of 
violent encounters.  Front line patrol officers are trained to rapidly respond to active shooter or 
violent firearm emergency calls for service using advanced tactical training and specialized 
equipment they receive at their respective police department.  This training and equipment can 
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vary by department depending on available resources.  In days of past, SRT would arrive with 
specialty equipment which could include armored vehicles (in larger communities) and use special 
training and tactics to handle these challenging calls.  Over the last 20+ years, the Oswego Police 
Department has continued to enhance our operational readiness to handle these challenging types 
of emergency calls for service by enhancing our training and equipment.

DISCUSSION:

Operational Benefits
As part of the department’s goal to properly equip and train our members to respond to emergency 
calls for service, staff has identified the need to add an armored vehicle to our fleet to assist in an 
enhanced response to calls with actual or potential violent and/or armed subjects.  The purchase of 
an armored emergency vehicle is a very specific use vehicle but when needed can prove to be 
invaluable.

A Lenco G2 4-Door BearCat armored emergency vehicle is a specialized piece of police equipment 
used for tactical operations in which police or other 1st responders are potentially or actually in 
the line of fire from firearms.  The BearCat is an armored vehicle that sits on a Ford F550 chassis 
making it very functional on roadways unlike the MRAP military style armored vehicle, which is 
very difficult to drive, requires a specialized driver’s license and a spotter.  The BearCat is a 
customizable vehicle which will transport up to 10 individuals as well as their tactical gear.  Lenco 
BearCat is the preferred armored vehicle by many large police agencies across the country such as 
LAPD & NYPD.  It is also the preferred armored vehicle locally by departments such as Kane 
County Sheriff’s Office, Aurora PD, Joliet PD and Naperville PD.  Illinois Law Enforcement 
Alarm System (ILEAS), our mutual aid organization for Illinois law enforcement, also purchases 
Lenco Bearcat emergency vehicles for their special teams that deploy throughout the State.  Lenco 
BearCat vehicle is a proprietary product and can only be sole sourced directly from Lenco Armored 
Vehicles.  

While an armored vehicle is a very specialized vehicle, it is also a very important piece of 
equipment for responding to active shooters, civilian rescue operations, barricaded subjects, 
hostage situations as well as high risk search warrant operations.  The vehicle may also be used in 
an ancillary purpose to move larger groups of first responders around during a critical event such 
as a tornado, flood or other natural or manmade disaster.  A BearCat armored vehicle will provide 
our officers and other first responders a source of transportation and cover that will protect them 
from gun fire during an active or evolving situation.  While the Department has outfitted squads 
with a number of ballistic shields, there are times that this equipment will not accomplish the goal 
and a different type of ballistic protection is needed.  An armored vehicle will allow the movement 
of 10 officers across terrain much quicker, lessening the risk of exposure to gunfire.  Most active 
shooter situations last a short period of time.  Relying on neighboring agencies for use of their 
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armored vehicle will delay our immediate response.  Immediate access to an armored vehicle will 
likely increase the odds of success during an incident where there is threat or actual gunfire.

The BearCat affords officers the ability to ride along its outer walls on mounted side-rails 
providing total body ballistic protection when riding attached to the vehicle's exterior. The BearCat 
is also equipped with ports on both sides allowing officers to deploy weapons including less lethal 
munition launchers from within the vehicle without any exposure away from the available ballistic 
protection.  Unlike the MRAP, a BearCat can maneuver between houses or into backyards in most 
residential neighborhoods without causing significant property damage in the process.  This type 
of maneuverability around houses and other structures may be necessary in situations like 
barricaded subjects, hostage incidents, and civilian or officer rescues.  Loading officers or civilians 
onto carry litters and into the rear passenger compartment of the MRAP is difficult due to its height 
where the BearCat is designed specifically for rescue operations.

Emergency Vehicle Information

Lenco BearCat G2 Four Door Armored Vehicle
The Lenco Bearcat G2 sits on Ford 550 chassis and is custom built at the Lenco Armored Vehicles 
factory in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  The vehicle is wrapped in all steel armored construction to 
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protect occupants from gunfire.  The vehicle comes equiped with multiple specialty options listed 
in Exhibit A which will best serve our operations.  Staff recommends the four-door option to assist 
with ingress and egress from the vehicle during tactical operations.  Staff is recommending the 
vehicle be equipped with the 7.3 cubic inch gasoline engine.  While a diesel engine may seem like 
an obvious option to select, staff discussed the differences between gasoline and diesel with Lenco 
staff, Public Work automotive technicians as well as end users that purchased gasoline models in 
Indiana and Minnesota.  After reviewing the results of those conversations, staff believes the 
gasoline model will better suit our needs.  We also identified a cost savings by choosing gasoline 
without sacrificing any notable operational benefits.  Staff has selected vehicle options that will 
improve safe operation of the vehicle which include a Backup Camera System with Monitor, 
Electric Power Mirrors, Roof Mounted Remote Control LED Spotlight, and a 22.5” Wheel and 
Tire upgrade.  

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approving a resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a new Lenco BearCat Model 
G2 Four Door Armored Vehicle from Lenco Armored Vehicles in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, in the
Amount of $251,136.00 and the Waiving of the Competitive Public Bidding Requirement.

ATTACHMENTS:

 Resolution

 Exhibit A – Lenco Armored Vehicle Quote, Terms & conditions & Warranty Information


