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Cc: City Manager Miles Slattery

April 20, 2022

Dear Mayor & City Council,

The Eureka Main Street Board represents the businesses and stakeholders of Downtown and Old Town from A 
to I Streets and Waterfront to Eighth Street. Eureka Main Street Board members are local business owners that 
strongly advocate for increased accessibility and economic support for the businesses within the district.

The Board was just informed that at the April 5th City Council meeting City Council directed City staff to 
implement a trial street closure for First Saturday Night Arts Alive in May to accommodate for the large 
number of pedestrians on the sidewalks. The street closure footprint is on Second Street from E to G Streets, F 
Street from 1st to 3rd Streets, with an additional special closure on E Street from 2nd to 3rd Streets for the 
“Year of the Tiger Festival” planned in front of the Clarke Museum. 

The Board does not see the need for a trial run of the suggested street closure on Second Street or F Street 
because it has been closed for First Saturday Night Arts Alive on occasion in the past. The experience of Board 
members who own businesses within the footprint of the closure is that pedestrians do not utilize the street 
when the street closure is in place. Pedestrians continue to use the sidewalks and congregate in front of shop 
entrances. The added strain on the already limited parking is not good for businesses because people will 
decide to avoid the area overall, and businesses that typically benefit from the additional foot traffic of 
customers generated by First Saturday Night Arts Alive experience a decrease in sales when street closures are 
in place. There is also concern that the street closure will greatly limit accessibility for employees, customers, 
and residents to reach businesses or their homes with reasonable ease. 

The Board urges that the City Council reconsider the trial street closure on Second Street and F Street during 
First Saturday Night Arts Alive in May in support of the businesses that will be negatively impacted by the 
decision to implement the street closure. There have not been any credible threats to the area during First 
Saturday Night Arts Alive that warrant the street closure. Other possible solutions should be explored first, 
such as increased signage to warn drivers to drive carefully due to a special event or volunteers stationed in the 
heavily impacted corners to remind people to use sidewalks and be conscientious pedestrians. 

The Board asks that the City Council keep these points in mind before making decisions that will negatively 
impact the small local businesses that are the heart of this community.

Respectfully,

Libbey Eastteam
Eureka Main Street Board President


