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TO: Town Council 
VIA: Marc Orlando, Town Manager 

Curtis Coltrane, Town Attorney 
FROM:  Jeff Buckalew, Town Engineer 
COPY: Josh Gruber, Deputy Town Manager 

Shawn Colin, Assistant Town Manager, Community Development  
DATE: March 22, 2022 
SUBJECT: Consideration of Memorandum of Understanding for the private construction and 

maintenance of a proposed pathway connection to the new Starbucks at 16 Pope 
Avenue within the SCDOT right of way 

Recommendation:  

Execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (attached as Exhibit A) that facilitates the 
conditional permitting of the Starbucks redevelopment at 16 Pope Avenue and obligates the 
property owner of 16 Pope Avenue to install and maintain the proposed pathway connection 
within the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) right of way.   

Summary and Background:  

Starbucks applied for a Town development review permit to redevelop the property at 16 Pope 
Avenue, to build a standalone Starbucks coffee shop with a drive-thru window.   The plans include 
a proposed pathway connecting to the existing pathway within SCDOT right of way for safe 
pedestrian and bicycle ingress and egress from the public pathway.  The SCDOT would not permit 
this private entity to connect its proposed pathway to the existing pathway the Town previously 
installed in the SCDOT right of way, and instead required the local government to assume 
maintenance responsibilities before a permit would be issued.  To provide for this pathway 
connection, the Town will apply for the SCDOT encroachment permit and then have the MOU 
executed with the owner of 16 Pope Avenue.  This MOU provides for the Town accepting 
maintenance responsibilities from the SCDOT and then conveying those responsibilities in 
perpetuity to the property owner at 16 Pope Avenue.  The pathway connection within the SCDOT 
right of way will be concrete, eight foot wide, and 14 foot in length and shall be built to SCDOT 
standards, AS SHOWN ON Exhibit B of the MOU. 
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