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 Throughout the course of the pandemic, CUSD has provided pre-COVID academic layers 
of support for all students in addition to refining structures and systems based on student 
achievement data gathered throughout the pandemic.  As a result of the pandemic, some students 
have “unfinished learning” compared to the learning they would have completed in a typical year 
to be at grade level standards, some students are performing at grade level standards, and some 
students are performing above grade level standards. The goal is for all CUSD students to be 
performing at or above grade level standards.  To achieve this, it is imperative to remain focused 
on increasing, sustaining and enriching literacy in all content areas.  This report will focus 
primarily on literacy across all content areas (College Career Readiness Standards) through the 
lens of our English Language Arts programs.  The fundamental basis of CUSD’s ELA programs 
align to the science of reading and can be modeled using Scarborough’s Reading Rope displayed 
below: 
 

 
 
   Grade K          Grade 12 
 
Scarborough’s Reading Rope helps us understand the various skills children need to master to 
become proficient readers. The rope contains two main sections:  Word Recognition and Language 
Comprehension. Each of these comprises of several smaller strands. Woven together, these strands 
become the rope that represents complete skilled reading.  All the components are interconnected 
and interdependent.  If just one strand is weak, it affects the rope (and the reader) as a whole. 
Teachers can use Scarborough’s Rope in two main ways.  First, it helps teachers identify where 
struggling readers may need more help. Once they identify the weak strands, a teacher can make 
adjustments or offer enrichment to help that student succeed. Second, teachers can share this model 
with parents to help them understand why their child is struggling or why teachers use such variety 
of methods in the classroom.  

 

Skilled Reading 
Fluent execution and 
coordination of word 
recognition and text 

comprehension 



 To achieve at grade level standards in all content areas, it is imperative that students achieve 
at grade level literacy standards.  Using the CUSD MTSS framework, CUSD has been able to 
work within this tiered infrastructure using data to help match academic assessments and 
instructional resources to each and every student’s needs in order to improve academic 
achievement.  
 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Let’s review one example of how grades 9-12 English teachers are using the essential components 
of the reading rope in synergy with the MTSS pyramid system above.  This school year, CUSD 
implemented pre and post assessments in ELA as it relates to grade level literary and informational 
reading standards using a platform called Common Lit. These benchmark assessments measure 
student growth and provide valuable feedback to teachers through individual student standards-
based data to inform instruction. The CUSD MTSS academic achievement system includes:   
Step 1:  Establish a baseline for each individual student using the pre-test for specific grade level. 
Step 2: Examine the data from the pre-test.  Below is a snapshot of a report from Common Lit. 
*Percentages represent the percentage of correct answers for all questions related to that standard strand. The colors 
represent achievement levels – green=high, yellow=medium, orange=low, red=very low. 
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10th Grade 
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Student Level Data by Standard Strand and Question 

 
 

Using the Common Lit data reports, teachers can immediately identify which students are high 
performers on a particular standard and which students may need more support or intervention. 
This assessment is an estimate of performance and serves as a checkpoint for teachers to use in 
conjunction with other information (other reading assessments, summative assessments, etc). 
Additionally, the Common Lit pre-assessment data for the Informational Focus has been shared 
with the Social Science and Science/Technical Departments so teachers in other content areas 
know where their students are at relative to the ability to read and comprehend informational (non-
fiction) text.  
Step 3:  After a thorough analysis of the data, teachers can adjust curriculum and instructional 
strategies to meet the needs of each individual student.  
 
Step 4:  Ongoing formative assessments and progress monitoring, making adjustments along the 
way depending on the data collected.  



 
Step 5:  Administer the post-assessment to determine student growth on each strand.  
 
Other school sites, grade levels and courses use a similar MTSS cycle to continue to improve and 
enrich student learning and experiences. Below is an example of some of the assessments used at 
our school sites in the areas of ELA and Math.  

Elementary Middle High 
ELA:  Benchmark Advance Interim 
Assessments 
Math: Bridges in Mathematics 
Number Corner Check-Ups 

ELA:  CAASPP Interim 
Assessments and Amplify 
Assessments 
Math: CAASPP Interim 
Assessments and CPM Assessments 

ELA:  Common Lit Assessments 
Math:  CPM Assessments 

 
CUSD continues to work within the MTSS committee to collaboratively refine and develop our 
tiered system of support (intervention and enrichment) to ensure that all students are achieving at 
or above grade level standards.    


