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MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Aldermen

From: Danny Jendusa, AICP, City Planner

Date: April 12, 2022

Subject: Ordinance to update the acceptable construction materials for the 
base of Electronic Message Center signs

A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTION § 26-33(D.) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE

The Municipal Code of Crestwood establishes standards for the installation and use of Electronic 
Message Center signs in Section 26-33(D.8.) These standards include but are not limited to 
regulation upon: duration of display; prohibition of video, scrolling, or animation; location; lighting 
intensity and color; etc. 

In order to install an EMC sign, applicants typically must obtain a Conditional Use Permit through
public hearings with the Planning, Zoning, and Architectural Review Commission (Planning 
Commission) and the Board of Aldermen and submit a Major Site Plan to the Planning Commission 
for review of their detailed design renderings. These may proceed concurrently. If the Planning 
Commission determines the applicant’s proposal meets the code standards and presents an 
appropriate design, the Planning Commission will vote to recommend approval of the CUP to the 
Board of Aldermen and vote upon a resolution to approve the applicant’s Major Site Plan. 

The initially proposed amendment to Section 26-33(D.8.) limited the acceptable construction 
materials that could be allowed on the base of Electronic Message Center signs to durable 
masonry material such as stone, rock, brick, marble, or granite which should be cohesive with 
the style or material used on the building or primary structure.

Following discussion at the March 22nd Board of Aldermen meeting, staff updated the language 
of the proposed ordinance to allow the Planning, Zoning, and Architectural Review Commission 
the ability to approve other materials on the sign base beyond the referenced durable masonry 
materials, provided the proposed other materials would be cohesive with (but not necessarily 
exactly the same as) the primary structure. Should the Planning Commission vote to deny the 
applicant’s proposed other materials or design during the Major Site Plan review, a dissatisfied 
applicant may then appeal the Planning Commission’s determination to the Board of Aldermen, 
or the Board of Aldermen itself may also opt to exercise their Power of Review over Major Site 
Plans to modify or reverse the Planning Commission’s determination regarding the applicant’s 
design and materials.
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Additionally, the numbering of subsections has been re-ordered to more clearly exempt ancillary 
EMC signs that are less than 20 square feet in area from these base materials requirements and 
other requirements that apply to main EMC signs located at a business’s street frontage. Staff
also examined potential changes to reduce the minimum display time of EMC signs, but found 
minimum 30-second intervals to be in line with traffic safety best practices and determined that 
it would be burdensome to regulate different display times for different areas of the city.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
The City Planner recommends the approval of the ordinance before the Board of Aldermen.

Danny Jendusa, AICP
City Planner


