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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 5-6-4(c) OF THE VILLAGE’S ZONING 
REGULATIONS TO ALLOW RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS  

AS A SPECIAL USE IN THE B-3 ZONING DISTRICT  
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Barrington Hills (hereinafter the “Village”) is a duly organized and 
existing Illinois home rule municipality pursuant to the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-1-1 et seq.; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Barrington Hills is authorized and empowered, under the Municipal 

Code and the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Barrington Hills, to regulate properties located within 
the municipal boundaries of the Village; and 

 
WHEREAS, in furtherance of this authorization, the Village of Barrington Hills has adopted a 

zoning code, set forth in Title 5 Zoning Regulations of the Village’s Municipal Code to, among other 
purposes, effectuate the Village’s planning program and to regulate individual property use by 
establishing use districts, building site requirements, setback, density, parking and height regulations, 
and by specifying external impact standards for noise, smoke, odor, glare and vibration; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 5-10-6(B) of the Village’s Municipal Code provides that a person owning 

or having an interest in property in the Village may apply for consideration of an amendment to the 
zoning ordinance; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Ajna Foundation, which has a contract to purchase property in the Village, 

located in the B-3 Zoning District applied to amend section 5-6-4(c) of the zoning ordinance to add to 
the list of special uses allowed in the B-3 Zoning District to provide for “Religious Institutions: Athletic 
Fields and playgrounds on the grounds of religious institutions, Churches, Chapels and synagogues, 
Columbariums associated with religious institutions, Rectories, parsonages and parish houses,” and 
  
 WHEREAS, Notice of Public Hearing with respect to the proposed text amendment was 
published in the Daily Herald Newspaper in the Village of Barrington Hills, as required by the village code 
and statutes of the State of Illinois; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to said Notice, the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Village of Barrington 

Hills conducted a Public Hearing on the proposed text amendment on February 14, 2022, and after hearing 
testimony in support of the amendment, the Zoning Board of Appeals voted 5-2 to recommend adoption of 
the text amendment; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Appeals has forwarded its findings and recommendation in 
regard to the text amendment to the Village Board, in the Findings and Recommendation, attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit A; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the President and Village Board of Trustees has considered the matter and 
determined that those proposed text amendment to Title 5 Zoning Regulations, section 5-6-4(c) be 
approved, as such action is believed to be in the best interests of the Village and its residents.   
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Barrington Hills, a home rule community located in Cook, Lake, Kane and McHenry Counties, Illinois, 
duly assembled at a regular meeting, as follows: 
 
  
 SECTION ONE:  That the forgoing recitals are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set 
forth herein. 
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SECTION TWO: That Title 5 Zoning Regulations, Chapter 5, section 5-6-4(c) shall be 
amended to add to the list of special uses in the B-3 Zoning District the following:  

 
Religious Institutions:  

Athletic Fields and playgrounds on the grounds of religious institutions. 
Churches, Chapels and synagogues. 
Columbariums associated with religious institutions. 
Rectories, parsonages and parish houses. 

  
SECTION THREE: That all other ordinances and resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with 

the provisions of this Ordinance, are, to the extent of such conflict, expressly repealed. 
 
SECTION FOUR: That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 

passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Barrington Hills, Illinois, this 28th day of March, 2022. 
 

Ayes: 
Nays: 
Absent: 

 
 

APPROVED:     ATTEST:      
           
 ___________________   _____________________ 
 Village President     Village Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
 
February 15, 2022 

 
To: President and Board of Trustees 
 Village of Barrington Hills 
 
    RE: Application for Text Amendment 

To Allow Religious Uses as a Special Use in the B-3 Zoning District 
 
This is to advise you that at a public hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) held at 6:30 P.M. 
on Monday, February 14, 2022, in the MacArthur Room of the Village Hall, where a quorum was 
present, the ZBA considered the application of the Ajna Foundation (“Applicant”) for a text amendment 
to section 5-6-4(c ) of the zoning ordinance, to add to the list of special uses “Religious Institutions: 
Athletic Fields and playgrounds on the grounds of religious institutions, Churches, Chapels and 
synagogues, Columbariums associated with religious institutions, Rectories, parsonages and parish 
houses.” 
 
Notice of the hearing was published in a timely manner in the Daily Herald as well as posted in the 
Village Hall.  
 
Gopalkrishna Achayara, the President of the Applicant was present for the hearing. Cassie Khurana, a 
friend of the Foundation presented the position of the Applicant. 
 
FACTS 
  
Ms. Khurana testified that the interest in applying for the text amendment was to allow the Ajna 
Foundation to apply for a special use to utilize the property at 32W939 Algonquin Road for the site of a 
Hindu Temple. The Ajna Foundation is the contract purchaser of the property. The special use they 
would seek is widely permitted as a special use in the Village, as it is allowed in the R-1 Zoning District.  
The language of the special use meets the needs of the Applicant, which intends the building on the 
property to be used as a temple and house a representative of the Temple. The faith does not congregate 
every Sunday and will not attract a large group of people at any one time, as no holidays are celebrated 
which would attract large groups. Instead, the members come and go at irregular times, and participate 
in Temple and meditation.  
 
In response to questions from the ZBA, Ms. Khurana stated that if the property at 32W929 Algonquin 
had not undergone rezoning it would still be zoned R-1 and the exact special use sought would have 
been available to the Applicant under the Village’s current zoning. ZBA members questioned the 
allowance in the special use for a columbarium and discussed whether it could approve the special use 
language but at a later time, disallow a request for a columbarium on site.  While not pertinent to the 
text amendment at issue, Ms. Khurana stated that the Applicant does not intent to have a columbarium 
on site if it is allowed to apply for a special use. 
  
A public statement in opposition to the Application offered by resident Linda Cools was read into the 
record. As well, Chairman Wolfgram reported on a citizen call he had received in opposition to the 
Application.  
 
FINDINGS 
 
The ZBA, after having examined the facts as presented, and taking into consideration the testimony set 
forth during the public hearing, voted 5-2 to recommend approval of the Application for text 
amendment. 
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RECOMMENDATION  
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals recommends that the Village Board approve the request for the text 
amendment to section 5-6-4(c) to add to the list of special uses “Religious Institutions: Athletic Fields 
and playgrounds on the grounds of religious institutions, Churches, Chapels and synagogues, 
Columbariums associated with religious institutions, Rectories, parsonages and parish houses.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Village of Barrington Hills 
 
 
 
 
 

 


