
C I T Y  O F  N E W  B R I T A I N
N E W  B R I T A I N ,  C O N N E C T I C U T

REPORT OF : City Plan Commission

To Her Honor, the Mayor, and the Common Council of the City of New Britain:
the undersigned beg leave to report the following:

ITEM #: 35700

ZONE AMENDMENT:

[An amendment to the zoning ordinances amendment defining and establishing controls 
on the location and operations of Cannabis Sales and Production Operations.]

BACKGROUND: The purpose of these amendments is to designate the zoning districts in 
which cannabis sales and production operations may be permitted and to establish 
appropriate process and safeguards for such activities. The amendments address the 
state’s recent legislation allowing the cultivation, processing and sales of cannabis for non-
medical adult use. 

As proposed, cannabis sales would be allowed only by special exception granted by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals following a public hearing, in the B-2, B-3, CBD, I-1 and I-2 zoning 
districts and subject to meeting specific special conditions and safeguards. Cannabis 
cultivation and processing would be permissible by special exception only in the I-1 and I-2 
zoning districts, also subject to special conditions and safeguards. The special conditions 
and safeguards proposed for these operations to be approved would include a required 
200 foot separation from any church or religious institution, any public or private school, park 
or playground; a 100 foot separation from any residentially zoned property, and a 1,000 foot 
separation from any other cannabis operation. Also proposed are requirements mandating 
appropriate security measures; limiting business identification signage to not more than 12 
square feet in area and prohibiting any display of cannabis products or paraphernalia 
visible from outside the establishment; and restrictions on the hours of operation for any 
sales. These amendments also revise and override very similar zoning text adopted in 2019 
for medical marijuana dispensaries and production facilities.

CONCLUSION: Cannabis-related businesses offer the community potential for job creation 
and increased tax revenue. The state legislation under Public Act 21-1, Senate Bill 1201 
grants municipalities a unique opportunity for revenue from licensing fees and local sales 
tax applied to retail cannabis sales. In the case of production and processing facilities, the 
investments and tax base gains could be comparable to a new small to mid-sized 
manufacturer moving to town.  Appropriately located and controlled, these enterprises can 
co-exist compatibly within certain business areas in the community and serve to benefit 
revitalization efforts there. The safeguards, including separation from sensitive uses such as 
schools and playgrounds, restrictions on hours and signage, etc. are based on such 
safeguards expressly permitted in the state enabling legislation and mirrored in the zoning 



regulations adopted in many other municipalities in the state and elsewhere. The 
requirements for separation are similar to those currently in effect for medical marijuana 
facilities and also similar to those in effect for the granting of alcohol permits by special 
exception.
Requiring cannabis related businesses to be reviewed and subjected to the special 
exception process through the Zoning Board of Appeals ensures that there is the 
opportunity for public input and that there is due consideration given to the compatibility 
and appropriateness of the business location to its surroundings. The specific buffer 
distance restrictions effectively limit much of the downtown core and most neighborhood 
business locations from allowing any cannabis retailer.  Potential locations for cultivation 
and processing facilities would also be limited to relatively few qualifying sites in within the I-
1 and I-2 zoning districts. 

RECOMMENDATION:  The City Plan Commission is of the opinion that these amendments are 
necessary to take advantage of the revenue and economic opportunities associated with 
cannabis sales and production, while allowing reasonable safeguards and oversight of the 
locations where these retail sales and cultivation/ production facilities may be established. 
Therefore, the City Plan Commission recommends the adoption of these amendments.
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