
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: March 22, 2022

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution to Continue to Conduct the City’s 
Council and All Other City Board, Commission, and 
Committee Meetings Remotely Due to Health and 
Safety Concerns for the Public

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Administration

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Adopt a Resolution of the Sausalito City Council to
Continue to Conduct the City’s Council and All Other City Board, Commission, and 
Committee Meetings Remotely Due to Health and Safety Concerns for the Public.

SUMMARY
Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361) was signed into law September 16, 2021 allowing cities to 
continue holding virtual meetings during any emergency proclaimed by the governor. 
AB 361 sunsets January 1, 2024. The City Council would need to declare every 30 
days that the City’s legislative bodies must continue to meet remotely to ensure the 
health and safety of the public.

BACKGROUND
The California Legislature recently approved AB 361, which was signed by the governor 
September 16, 2021. The bill allows local legislative bodies to continue to meet 
remotely through January 1, 2024 under certain circumstances. A local agency will be 
allowed to continue to meet remotely when:

• The local agency holds a meeting during a gubernatorial declared state of 
emergency
• State or local health officials have imposed or recommended measures to 
promote social distancing
• Legislative bodies declare the need to meet remotely due to present imminent 
risks to the health or safety of attendees

The City meets the requirements to continue holding meetings remotely in order to 
ensure the health and safety of the public:

• The City is still under a gubernatorial declared state of emergency.



• Marin County has experienced a surge in cases due to the significantly more 
contagious Omicron variant and there is now a more infectious subvariant of 
Omicron – BA.2.
• Currently Marin County has no masking mandate. Bay Area health officers, in 
alignment with the California Department of Public Health, continue to strongly 
recommend masks be used as an effective tool to prevent the spread of the 
virus, especially when case rates are high. Continuing to mask (N95 or double-
layer cloth are best) in indoor public settings, especially crowded or poorly 
ventilated spaces, remains the safest choice for individuals and protects those 
who are medically vulnerable.

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
As of February 16, 2022 in alignment with the State of California the Bay Area counties 
of Marin, Alameda, Contra Costa, Monterey, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa 
Cruz, Solano, and Sonoma have lifted universal mask requirements for most indoor 
public settings, in addition, the requirement for unvaccinated persons to mask in indoor 
public settings and businesses is being replaced by a strong recommendation that all 
persons, regardless of vaccination status, continue to mask while in indoor public 
settings and businesses. As we continue to emerge into the next phases of the 
pandemic it remains critical to take steps to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of 
those attending public meetings.

ALTERNATIVES
The City Council has the following alternatives to consider on this matter: 
1. Adopt the resolution as proposed. 
2. Adopt a modified resolution. 
3. Direct staff to return with more information. 
4. Take no action.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact associated with the adoption of the attached resolution.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends that the City Council Adopt a Resolution of the Sausalito City 
Council to Conduct the City’s Council and All Other City Board, Commission, and 
Committee Meetings Remotely Due to Health and Safety Concerns for the Public.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1- Draft Resolution

PREPARED BY: Serge Avila, Acting City Clerk
REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney    
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Zapata, City Manager




