
SARATOGA CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: April 6, 2022

DEPARTMENT: City Manager’s Department

PREPARED BY: Britt Avrit, MMC, City Clerk

SUBJECT: Reconsider and confirm findings pursuant to Assembly Bill 361

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Reconsider and confirm findings pursuant to Assembly Bill 361 of the continued public health 
officials’ recommendation to social distance and to therefore hold City of Saratoga Brown Act 
meetings by teleconference. 

BACKGROUND:

On October 20, 2021 the City Council adopted a Resolution that enabled the City Council and 
all legislative bodies of the City to continue to meet remotely in accordance with AB 361.
This state law allows cities to meet remotely based on a state of emergency proclaimed by the 
Governor when the city determines that either: 1) state or local public health officials have 
required or recommend social distancing; or 2) the emergency continues to directly impact 
the ability to meet safely in person. On March 2, 2022 the City Council voted to continue 
virtual meetings for all of the City’s Brown Act bodies and to continue bringing this item for 
approval until further notice.

Pursuant to AB 361, staff must bring this item back to the City Council every 30 days. The City 
Council may reaffirm that meetings should be conducted virtually due to either social distancing 
requirements or guidance from a state or local public health official or a state of emergency that 
impacts the ability for meetings to be conducted safely in person; and/or provide direction to staff 
to resume in-person meetings. The City Council may continue to meet virtually under the 
streamlined rules of AB 361 if the emergency declaration expires so long as social distancing 
continues to be required or recommended by a state or local public health official, and if the City 
Council has taken action to reconfirm findings pursuant to AB 361. If the City Council does not 
continue to reconfirm the findings pursuant to AB 361, and if the Governor’s emergency 
declaration expires, the City will not have the option to return to virtual meetings under the 
streamlined rules of AB 361 unless a new emergency declaration is proclaimed by the Governor.

ATTACHMENT:

Attachment A – Resolution 21-073 authorizing teleconferenced public meetings
Attachment B – Santa Clara County Health Officer Recommendation Regarding Public Meetings
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