
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: March 8, 2022

AGENDA TITLE: Provide direction to staff on whether to pursue an
Ordinance to impose a ban on Gas-Powered 
Landscape Equipment.

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Public Works

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Provide direction to staff on whether to pursue an
Ordinance to impose a ban on Gas-Powered Landscape Equipment.

SUMMARY
The City of Sausalito as well as the state of California have been moving forward in 
reducing our carbon footprint. New innovations in electric powered landscape 
equipment make it more viable to eliminate gas powered landscape equipment.  

On January 19, 2022, the Sausalito Sustainability Committee provided a 
recommendation to the Sausalito City Council which details nine declarations and 
recommended that an ordinance be passed to outlaw gas powered landscape 
equipment including Leaf Blowers, Lawn Mowers, Weed Trimmers and Chain saws
within any area of Sausalito. City staff has reviewed these recommendations and does 
not recommend including lawn mowers in ban on gas powered landscape equipment at 
this time.

Staff is requesting council’s direction on whether to proceed with the an ordinance 
modifying Chapter 12.16 of the municipal code to make it unlawful to operate gas 
powered leaf blowers, hedge trimmers and weed trimmers within the city of Sausalito.

BACKGROUND/ DISCUSSION

The City of Sausalito as well as the state of California have been moving forward in 
reducing our carbon footprint.  As far back as 2013 members of the public have urged 
the Sausalito Sustainability Commission and the Sausalito City Council to ban gas-
powered landscaping equipment.  Gas powered landscaping equipment produces noise 
exceeding Sausalito’s ambient noise levels and significant improvements to 
landscaping equipment over the last 10 years have produced new battery powered 
equipment that is less noisy and produces no hydrocarbons.



Many cities within Marin have already passed ordinances that ban some gas-powered
landscaping equipment and as recently as December 2021 state officials have noted 
that the sale of gas-powered lawn mowers, leaf blowers, weed trimmers and chainsaws
may be outlawed by 2024.  In addition, Sausalito’s General Plan has a goal of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2030 which is in line with the California 
Statewide goals. 

On January 19, 2022, the Sausalito Sustainability Committee provided a 
recommendation to the Sausalito City Council which details nine declarations and 
recommended that an ordinance be passed to outlaw gas powered landscape 
equipment including Leaf Blowers, Lawn Mowers, Weed Trimmers and Chain saws
within any area of Sausalito.  The Sustainability Committee recommended incorporating 
language into Chapter 12.16 “Noise Control” of the municipal code to address the ban 
on this type of equipment.

The City of Sausalito manages many public facilities and Parks.  Many of the parks 
such as MLK, Robin Sweeny, Dunphy and Marinship Parks have amenities that include 
large public grass areas utilized for various activities.  The Park Maintenance division 
currently utilize large size gas powered mowers to manage the turf areas.  In addition,
the city utilizes gas powered chain saws and other equipment to perform the day-to-day
maintenance of city streets, median, right of way vegetation trimming and maintenance 
of all city property.   It is not practical at this time, to consider making a full change out 
of city landscape equipment from gas to electric.  This change should happen over 
several years with the intent to have electric mowers as part of our fleet.

Other cities within Marin have ordinances in place to restrict some gas-powered
landscape equipment.  For example, Mill Valley, Larkspur, Corte Madera and Belvedere
have ordinances in place to ban leaf blowers while Tiburon has an ordinance that bans 
leaf blowers and hedge trimmers that are gasoline powered.

Recently the city acquired an electric mower for managing city park lawn area.  The
equipment is working well and staff is testing the limits of the battery life for the 
equipment.  While there have been significant improvements in technology over the last 
few years to improve on battery life for electric landscape equipment, it may not be 
practical to eliminate all gasoline mowers and large landscape equipment at this time.  
City staff still utilizes some gasoline powered chain saws, mowers and weed trimmers
for areas that are less accessible.  Staff recommends exemption language in a 
subsequent ordinance that allows city staff and members of the public to utilize 
equipment such as gas-powered chain saws in locations that do not warrant electrical 
landscape equipment usage (large tree work and small lawn areas).  In general, this
relates to vegetation management and tree trimming operations that are generally 
remote and are away from electrical services.



Staff is seeking the Council’s direction on whether to proceed with the development of 
an Ordinance to make it unlawful to operate gasoline powered leaf blowers and hedge 
trimmers within the Sausalito.

Actions related to this item are in compliance with A4-3, A4-8 of the Strategic Plan.

ALTERNATIVES
The City Council may choose to

1. Direct staff to proceed with modifying Chapter 12.16 of the Municipal Code to 
make it unlawful to operate gas powered leaf blowers and hedge trimmers within 
the City of Sausalito.

2. Direct staff to also include all gas-powered landscape equipment in the 
amendment of Chapter 12.16.  However, inclusion of gas-powered mowers,
weed trimmers and chainsaws will require the parks maintenance division to 
replace its current fleet of this type of equipment which is not practical at this 
time.  Inclusion of all gas-powered equipment may also limit the ability to clear 
vegetation in areas that do not currently have electrical service.

3. Provide direction to staff not identified in this report.

FISCAL IMPACT
A dedication of staff time will be needed to develop the ordinance language.  
Implementation and enforcement of the ordinance if approved will fall to the Community 
Development Department.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Provide Direction to staff on whether to pursue an Ordinance to impose a ban on Gas-
Powered Landscape Equipment.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – January 19, 2022 Sustainability Commission Recommendations

PREPARED BY: Kevin McGowan, Public Works Director
REVIEWED BY: Jim Moore, Community Development Director
REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Zapata, City Manager


