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TO: Town Council
FROM: Joshua Gruber, Deputy Town Manager
CC: Marc Orlando, ICMA-CM, Town Manager 
DATE: 02-24-2021
SUBJECT 2020 Census Redistricting 

Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Finance and Administrative Committee evaluate the various redistricting 
map alternatives that have been developed as a part of its public engagement process and select the 
option or options that ultimately reflects the best interests of the Hilton Head Island community. 

Background: 

On August 12, 2021, the United States Census Bureau issued the 2020 Census data for state and local 
governments. According to this information, the population of Hilton Head Island Town increased 
by 562 people from a 2010 figure of 37,099 to a 2020 figure of 37,661. Pursuant to 

With the receipt of this information, the Town is constitutionally required to redraw its six Town 
Council wards to ensure that there is equal representation of the Island’s population amongst all the 
wards. The Town began its redistricting process with the assistance of Mr. Frank Rainwater, South 
Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs’ Executive Director. Mr. Rainwater provided Town Council with
a general overview of the redistricting process and the current standards by which state and federal 
courts will review redrawn maps. Additionally, Mr. Rainwater presented benchmark data related to the 
Town’s 2020 Census figures. This information identified a target population for each Town Council 
Ward of 6,277 individuals with Wards 1,2,3 and 6 needing to reduce their current populations and 
Wards 4 and 5 needing to increase their current populations to achieve the target population figure.

Following this meeting, the Town Council adopted Resolution 2021-23 which outlined the criteria by 
which the Town would go about conducting its redistricting efforts. Attached to this Resolution was 
a series of public engagement opportunities that would allow for an open discussion and dialogue with 
both members of the public and Town Council regarding the various alternatives that could be 
examined that would allow the Town to successfully redraw its ward boundaries. A series of four 
public workshops were held by the Finance and Administrative Committee at various locations across 
the Island. These workshops resulted in a number of potential alternative maps being created.   
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These alternative maps, including any potential revisions, alterations, or combinations thereof, are 
now before the Finance and Administrative Committee for consideration. Once a preferred option is 
voted upon by the Committee, that map will be sent to the full body of Town Council for 
consideration of an Ordinance outlining the specific geographic boundaries that are reflected within 
that map and which will constitute the redrawn boundaries of the Town’s six wards. 

Upon adoption of the Redistricting Ordinance by Town Council, a copy of this documentation will 
be provided to the Board of Elections and Voter Registration of Beaufort County who will then update 
their election records for affected citizens accordingly. 


