
Date: Jan. 19, 2022 

From:  Sausalito Sustainability Commission       

To: City Council 

Subject:  Recommendation for a Ban on Gas-Powered Landscape Equipment 

 

Following is the Sausalito Sustainability Commission’s formal recommendation to the City Council for 

establishing a ban on gas-powered landscaping equipment.  Below the formal recommendation are 

background information and supporting content. 

The Sausalito Sustainability commission formally recommends that the Sausalito City Council finds and 

declares the following: 

 

1. Whereas, members of the public have urged the Sausalito Sustainability Commission and the 

Sausalito City Council to consider banning gas-powered landscape equipment since 2013.  

2. Whereas, many gas-powered landscape equipment produce noise exceeding Sausalito’s 

ambient noise levels of 45 to 55 decibels in residential areas.  The average 2-stroke backpack 

leaf blower can emit upwards of 90 decibelsa. 

3. Whereas, modern, readily available electric-powered landscape equipment is quiet, powerful, 

zero-emission, reliable and costs less to purchase and operate.    

4. Whereas, gas-powered landscape equipment emits greenhouse gases and other pollutants 

including carbon monoxide, nitrous oxides and hydrocarbons that are harmful to human health.  

Beyond the well-known acute effects of carbon monoxide, nitrous oxides and hydrocarbons 

contribute to smog formation, hydrocarbons can be carcinogenic, and nitrous oxides can cause 

acid rain.  A 2011 testb by the car experts at Edmunds showed that “a consumer-grade leaf 

blower emits more pollutants than a 6,200-pound 2011 Ford F-150 SVT Raptor.” A two-stroke 

engine emitted nearly 299 times the hydrocarbons of the Ford Raptor and many times as much 

carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides as well. 

5. Whereas, more than 100 cities in California have enacted their own bans and restrictions on leaf 

blowers, including about 20 citiesc that have fully banned them in California.  

6. Whereas, a 2020 executive order by the Governor requires California to transition to 100% zero-

emission off-road vehicles and equipment by 2035.  

7. Whereas, the State of California will outlaw the sale of new gas-powered lawn mowers, leaf 

blowers, weed trimmers and chainsaws likely by 2024. 

8. Whereas, the Sausalito General Plan adopted February 9, 2021 states a GHG emissions 

reduction goal of 40% lower than 1990 levels by 2030 in line with Statewide goals. 

9. Whereas, Sausalito’s General Plan incorporates Sausalito’s 2019 Low-Emissions Action Plan with 

a requirement for “electric landscape equipment where possible”. 

 



Therefore, be it resolved that it shall be unlawful for any person to operate gas-powered landscape 

equipment including leaf blowers, lawn mowers, weed trimmers, and chain saws within any area of 

the City. This ordinance shall be incorporated in Sausalito’s Noise Control Code Chapter 12.16. 

 

References in the above recommendation: 

a. Can I Use a Leaf Blower in My Area? 

b. Leaf Blower's Emissions Dirtier than High-Performance Pick-Up Truck's 

c. Health and Environmental Impacts of Leaf Blowers | California Air Resources Board 

SAUSALITO MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 12.16 

NOISE CONTROL 

Article II. Special Noise Sources 

12.16.080    Radios, television sets and similar devices – Use restrictions. 

12.16.090    Radios, television sets and similar devices – Prima facie evidence of 

violation. 

12.16.100    Drums and other instruments – Use restrictions. 

12.16.110    Interference with schools, churches and City buildings prohibited. 

12.16.120    Animal and fowl keeping. 

12.16.130    Machinery, equipment, fans and air conditioning. 

12.16.135    Emergency generators. 

12.16.140    Gasoline Powered Landscape Equipment.  

 

12.16.140    Gasoline Powered Landscape Equipment. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate 
gas-powered landscape equipment including leaf blowers, lawn mowers, weed trimmers, and chain 
saws within any area of the City.  

 

 

 

  

https://www.leafblowersdirect.com/stories/1729-How-to-Find-a-Quiet-Leaf-Blower.html
https://www.edmunds.com/about/press/leaf-blowers-emissions-dirtier-than-high-performance-pick-up-trucks-says-edmunds-insidelinecom.html
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=009910126870644753977:9bvyj8tzpbo&q=https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/health-and-environmental-impacts-leaf-blowers&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwj0_-GLjJ71AhXWk2oFHRhJCUkQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1OroXxES7LsxznjTqzC39M
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.080
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.090
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.090
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.100
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.110
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.120
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.130
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Sausalito/#!/Sausalito12/Sausalito1216.html#12.16.135


Existing Regulations in Southern Marin 
 

 

San Anselmo 

https://www.townofsananselmo.org/1499/Leaf-Blowers 
Passed in 2021: With the adoption of Ordinance #1157, the use of gasoline-powered leaf 
blowers will no longer be allowed in San Anselmo starting on January 1, 2022. The Town has 
passed this ordinance due to concerns about the impacts of gas-powered leaf blowers on the 
environment, health, and noise pollution. Includes rebate program: If you haven't made the 
switch to electric equipment yet, do not worry, we're here to help! We ask that you trade in 
your gas-powered leaf blower (drained of fluids, please), and in return, you can receive a rebate 
for the purchase of new, electric equipment of up to 50% or $150. 
 

Mill Valley 

https://qcode.us/codes/millvalley/view.php?topic=7-7_16-7_16_090&frames=on 

Passed in 1993: It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a gas-powered device to blow 

leaves, dirt or other debris off sidewalks, driveways, lawns or other surfaces within any area of 

the City. (Ord. 1119, January 4, 1993).  Advantages: Simple, straightforward, covers all property 

and building types, easy to enforce without confusion. 

 

Belvedere 

https://ca-belvedere2.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/368/810?bidId= 

Passed in 2006: Title 8 Health & Safety, Section 8.10.030. It is unlawful for any person within the 

City limits at any time to operate any portable machine powered with a gasoline engine used to 

blow leaves, dirt and other debris off sidewalks, driveways, lawns or other surfaces.  

Advantages: Essentially identical to Mill Valley. 

 

Corte Madera 

https://library.municode.com/ca/corte_madera/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT9PESAMO_C

H9.36NO_9.36.040LEBLRE 

Title 9, Section 9.36.040. Passed in 2019: Beginning on March 1, 2020, it shall be unlawful for 

any person to operate a gas-powered leaf blower at any time in the town. Advantages: 

Essentially identical to Mill Valley. 

 

Larkspur 

https://larkspur.municipal.codes/Code/9.57 

Passed in 2017: Title 9, Section 9.57. No person may use or operate a gas-powered device to 

blow leaves, dirt or other debris off sidewalks, driveways, lawns or any other surfaces on 

residential properties in the City. Multifamily dwellings, municipal park areas, and commercial 

properties are exempt from this restriction. Drawbacks: Exempts some properties including 

multi-family dwellings (this could presumably include any home in Sausalito with an in-law or 

rental unit). Also, places (albeit reasonable) time and day restrictions on electric blowers as well; 

intent is to spur the transition from gas to electric blowers without any roadblocks. 

 

Tiburon 

https://library.municode.com/ca/tiburon/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIPUHESAWE_

CH30LEBLHETR 

https://www.townofsananselmo.org/1499/Leaf-Blowers
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_anselmo/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=1109599
https://qcode.us/codes/millvalley/view.php?topic=7-7_16-7_16_090&frames=on
https://ca-belvedere2.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/368/810?bidId=
https://library.municode.com/ca/corte_madera/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT9PESAMO_CH9.36NO_9.36.040LEBLRE
https://library.municode.com/ca/corte_madera/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT9PESAMO_CH9.36NO_9.36.040LEBLRE
https://larkspur.municipal.codes/Code/9.57
https://library.municode.com/ca/tiburon/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIPUHESAWE_CH30LEBLHETR
https://library.municode.com/ca/tiburon/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIPUHESAWE_CH30LEBLHETR


Chapter VI, Title 30. Passed in 2010: In any residential area: (1) It is unlawful for any property 

owner or employee, agent or contractor working for a property owner to operate or authorize 

the operation of any: a. Gas-powered leaf blower to blow leaves, dirt or other debris off 

sidewalks, driveways, lawns or other surfaces at any time within any residential area; and b. 

Gas-powered leaf blower to collect leaves, dirt or other debris from sidewalks, driveways, lawns 

or other surfaces at any time within any residential area. (2) It is unlawful for any property 

owner or employee, agent or contractor working for a property owner to operate or authorize 

the operation of any gas-powered hedge trimmer to trim, prune or otherwise maintain 

landscaping at any time within any residential area. Drawbacks: Allows gas-powered blowers in 

non-residential areas; puts time restrictions on electric blowers in all areas 

  



Input From City Residents 
 

The city received over 20 emails from residents complaining about gas leaf blowers and garden 

appliances and asking the city to ban their use.  Below are a couple of examples, just to illustrate 

the support for a ban: 

 

“60 cities in California have already banned gas powered garden tools, like blowers and 

trimmers. The cities with bans include: Belvedere, Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Carmel, Claremont, 

Indian Wells, Los Altos, Los Gatos, Malibu, Mill Valley, Mountain View, Newport Beach, Oakland, 

Ojai, Palo Alto, Piedmont, Santa Barbara, Solana Beach, Sunnyvale, Tiburon and West 

Hollywood. It's time the Sausalito Sustainability Commission and the City Council ban gas 

powered leaf blowers, not a year from now but now. We are all worried and talk about global 

warming and sea level rising, and what can we do. A gas powered leaf blower pollutes far more 

than a car does. It is a no-brainer to ban them from our community. It's not enjoyable to sit in 

your backyard and listen to the roar of a gas powered leaf blowers, and realize that the fresh air 

you are breathing is now full of pollutants.” 

 

“From a sustainability and environmental perspective, this is very low hanging fruit.  The State 

has acknowledged this by banning the "sale" of gas blowers after 2024, and other communities 

have acted proactively to eliminate their use (Mill Valley for example.)  Every Thursday for the 

past many years, a neighbor's gardener spends hours blowing the leaves around - and the gas 

fumes and noise are intrusive and unnecessary.  Likewise, though not for hours, my gardener 

does the same.  I do not have the leverage to insist, or even request, that these service 

providers replace their equipment with non-gas units: if the City were to enact a reasonably 

enforceable ordinance banning these things, I would immediately do so.” 

 

“In the event of any opposition to the proposed ban on the grounds that “electric/battery-

powered blowers are not as powerful," here’s a completely objective, non-partisan, non-

environmentalist set of descriptions/ratings of a range of leaf blowers by Consumer Reports. If 

you scroll down a few screens you’ll see product category comparisons. 

https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/leaf-blowers/buying-guide/index.htm.  Note these 

passages re: electric blowers -- Battery-Powered: Power can be on a par with the best gas 

blowers, too. Corded -- No-hassle push-button starting and zero exhaust emissions are pluses, as 

is power that approaches what you’ll get from handheld gas blowers. And check out the price 

ranges: in general, electric blowers are cheaper. Plus no costs for fuel (especially with gas at $5 a 

gallon), and lower maintenance. And I would add, how is this really an argument at all? As a 

community with a strong commitment to sustainability and emissions reduction in 

transportation, buildings, lighting, and many other aspects of life in our city, how does it make 

sense to continue to allow all this pollution (and noise), just so that people can blow leaves 

around in a little less time?” 

 

“Mill Valley has had a total ban on gas leaf blowers since 1993.  Back then the ban was in 

response to noise.  The noise produced by gas blowers remains a concern;  the escalating 

concern about the pollution they produce is a far greater concern. Please, endorse a total ban 

on gas leaf blowers in Sausalito, with sufficient enforcement.” 

  

https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/leaf-blowers/buying-guide/index.htm


 

 

Testimony from Relevant Operators 
 

The following is input from longtime local operator Greg Christie of Bay Cities Refuse:   

 

“We have been providing maintenance to the downtown area for over 20 years.  The area 

includes cleanup of all the hard surfaces, sidewalks and park areas. We have been using battery 

operated Leaf blowers during this time and they work excellent and the cost to purchase one 

with a battery is less expensive than a good quality gas powered blower. The blowers are 

efficient, powerful, quieter and with the variable speed of the fan motor provide enough time to 

complete the job. There is virtually no maintenance with the battery powered blowers other 

than charging the battery! There is also an ease of operation where are you basically just pick it 

up and flip a switch and you’re good to go.” 

 

“I also have experience with battery powered weed eaters that run off the same battery. We 

use those at the garbage company around the outside and we have not switched back to gas 

powered since we got one. They’re just as powerful with a lot less headaches.” 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

District of Columbia Sustainable Energy Utility 

Electric Lawn Care Program 

Noise is measured in a unit called a decibel (dB). Decibels work on a logarithmic scale, 

meaning that we perceive every increase of 10 dB as a doubling of the sound. A leaf blower 

that operates at 70 dB will sound twice as loud as a leaf blower operating at 60 dB. 

https://www.dcseu.com/homes/electric-lawn-care#get-started-anchor
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