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Master Plan Committee Meeting
Mesquite City Hall

10 E. Mesquite Blvd.
Monday, January 24, 2021 - 4:00 PM

Minutes of a scheduled meeting of the Master Plan Committee held on Monday,
January 24, 2021 at 4:00 P.M. at City Hall. In attendance were committee members: 
Paul Wanless, John Rosen, Karen Fielding, and Richard Secrist.  Also in attendance 
was staff liaison, Dan Catron.  Absent members:  Tom McCauley

Chairman Richard Secrist called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Richard noted that
there was a quorum present and that the meeting could begin..  (NOTE: This meeting 
has been tape-recorded and will remain on file in the office of the City Clerk for four 
years for public examination.)   

Richard:   Welcome to the Master Plan Committee today.  It looks like Tom McCauley 
won’t  be joining us today.

Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Unless otherwise stated, items may be taken out of the 
order presented on the agenda at the discretion of the Committee. Additionally, the Committee may combine two or 
more agenda items for consideration, and may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an 
item on the agenda at any time.  Public comment is limited to three minutes per person and may only address items 
that are not on the meeting's agenda.

Public Comment

1.  Public Comment

Chairman Secrist:  The first item of business is public comment.  Does anyone wish to 
make any comment.  Seeing none, let’s move on.

Consent Agenda
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2.  Consideration of approval of the January 24, 2022 Master Plan Committee Agenda, 
and approval of the Minutes from the December 13, 2021 Master Plan Committee 
Meeting.

Chairman Secrist:  Item 2 is for approval of today’s agenda, and for approval of the 
December 13, 2021 minutes.  Does anyone have any changes for today’s agenda?

John Rosen:  I move we approve today’s agenda.  

Karen Fielding:  I’ll second it.

Chairman Secrist:  All in favor say Aye.  The motion passed 4-0

Chairman Secrist:  Did you all have a chance to look at the December 13th minutes?  

Karen Fielding:  There are a couple of misspellings on the last page, page 26.  In the 
second paragraph, the word “care” should be changed to “car” to fit the meaning of the 
sentence.  And in the third paragraph, the word “suc” should be changed to “such.”

John Rosen:  I move to approve the minutes.

Karen Fielding:  I second it.

Chairman Secrist:  All in favor say Aye.  The motion passed 4-0.

Chairman Secrist:  Item 3.1 is our continued discussion of updating the Land Use 
Element of the Master Plan.  Dan is going to walk us through this.

Dan Catron: Yeah, we’ve previously gone over …. **We are looking at page 21, the 
Desert Falls PUD is where we finished, I think.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, there is a big writeup on Desert Falls and that project is 
defunct, so it is …

Dan Catron:  Starting with the Land Use Goals, Policies, and Actions in the Riverside 
PUD.  So, on Page 14, I have this goal in grey that says we're contemplating of taking it 
out,.  And it says to promote a mix of housing opportunities to support commercial uses 
and public facilities in the manner that supports Mesquite’s small town atmosphere, and 
meets the needs of population.  It sounds kind of generic.   And it's kind of assuming 
that we go with a residential kind of thing down there and I don’t know if we're ready 
really to make that determination yet, so I was going to back off and being just a bit 
more focused based on what the area is there.   And so I gave information about its 
size, its location, and then kind of the big takeaway there is I am proposing that it could 
be an institutional land use or something that's you know where you need to take a 
piece of property to… that’s not under a bunch of different ownerships, it's already 
assembled and that’s an opportunity that I don’t think we should give up because it's 
very unique. Aand so I added up a goal intending to say that; to utilize this land in a way 
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that is complimentary to the City of Mesquite with the possibility...

John Rosen:  Dan, I'm sorry, I got lost, where are we?  

Dan Catron:  I'm on page 15.

Chairman Secrist:  Talking about the Riverside PUD area.

Dan Catron:  On the top.  Karen's looks like mine.

Karen Fielding:  I got it.

Dan Catron:  With the possibility of institutional industry specific development, we're 
going to have the potential to provide jobs and to take advantages of the unique 
characteristics of the site in the Mesquite community and, so then I put down some 
possible development themes.  I would kind of like to say that the other institutional 
nature like such as a college or university or something where there is… large 
warehousing would be another idea since we're right on Interstate 15, an integrated
multi-family PUD, so that would be the residential theme, an amusement park, 
recreation facility or sports venue, something like that that would take up a good chunk 
of that 500 acres.  A motion picture studio with sets.  An off-road staging area or event 
center.  Agriculture… because I'm not…I'm just saying that these are things that could 
use a lot of consolidated land and until we get that up, I think maybe we should think in 
those terms.

Karen Fielding:  I think that those are great ideas, things that I wouldn’t have thought 
about, but I still think we're going to need some residential out there as well because, I 
mean, when people are going to want to drive 9 miles out of town to go to work, it could 
be easier if there was housing out there.  So, I mean, but not all housing, then they 
would have to drive into Mesquite and we don’t have many jobs.

Dan Catron:  Yeah, or to Vegas or somewhere else…

Karen Fielding:  Right, but those are great ideas.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, that’s one of the last remaining areas to grow because we 
are hemmed in.  We got Lincoln County in the north and Arizona in the east, 
Bunkerville, the river to the west, Clark County, so the only real direction to grow 
besides what's already here that's undeveloped is to the west and hence part of the 
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reason that it was annexed.  But the major input initially was because we thought we 
were going to move the airport out there.   That doesn’t appear to be happening; so like 
Dan said, some other use.  We probably ought to at least think about what we want that 
to become.

Dan Catron:  Then I asked the question, do we want to take a position on prisons or 
psychiatric hospitals out there.

John Rosen:  I don’t know.  

Karen Fielding:  But I think you would probably get a lot of resistance from people in 
the city, I mean for a prison or something like that.

Dan Catron: I don’t know if you want to make a policy statement about that at this 
point.

Chairman Secrist: While we're on that though, let me ask you a question, we had a 
person contact business licensing last week, wanting to set up a halfway house for 
released offenders, and as Jesselyn got looking at our code, there is no provision for 
halfway house for criminal offenders.  We have a variety of group homes and service 
organizations for different kinds of things, for disabled people, people overcoming 
addictions, that kind of thing.  It made us wonder what happened, as we went back 
more to the history, back in 2010, the city hired a consultant, an attorney, land use 
attorney from back east to look at the city and make recommendations that what we 
needed to do to meet the fair housing was, and requirements, and so he wrote a big 
report, did a full-blown study and came back and recommended a bunch of changes to 
our code and that’s basically what we have today. On the question of, you know, 
halfway houses for criminals, for offenders getting out of prison and so forth, they're not 
considered a protected class, so they didn’t fall under the…they weren’t disabled, they 
didn’t fall under the fair housing requirements, so his study didn’t include anything for it.  
It doesn’t mean the city couldn’t have adopted something, but they didn’t apparently.  
So, we don’t have those facilities, we don’t have anything in the code that allows it, and 
I guess the question is, should we, do we have to even.  We've been trying to determine 
if there is any kind of state or federal mandates that require it, so far, we haven’t come 
up with anything, but again…

Paul Wanless: My question is, in Clark County how many facilities like that are there, 
do you have any idea?

Chairman Secrist:  I have no idea.  We can find out, but I don’t know.
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Paul Wanless: I'm sure Vegas and North Las Vegs, and somewhere in Henderson
have.  So, we could, as soon as somebody needs a halfway house or something that's 
rehabilitating and the families that are from Logandale will return to Mesquite, they're 
going to go to Vegas to find that place.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, I would think so because….

Paul Wanless:  Is that right?

Dan Catron:  I think there is federal protection for the drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
houses because that comes under protected classes.

Richard Secrist:  It's considered a disability.

Dan Catron:  Yeah.  

Paul Wanless:  I have a daughter that spent an appreciable amount of time in jail and 
prison and the one time she asked me, she did a lot of stuff that wasn’t good, but the 
last time she was in jail before she went to prison, they put her into a halfway house, but 
it was also a rehab center.  Drugs were her big issue and she cleaned up for almost two 
years and she ended up relapsing and making bad choices and ended up in prison, but
I guess my point is that when you look at a halfway house a lot of times the provisions 
you're talking about are what those people need.  They need a support group to help 
them, especially if they're not coming from prison or from a jail where they've been 
arrested for possession of drugs or something like that.  When they get out of jail, I 
mean, they know, she knew, she asked them to keep her in jail for three more months, 
just until there was a place in the House of Hope for her to go to when she got out, 
where not only did they work with her on the reason she was in jail, but they helped her 
become sober, they gave her a sense of worth, and when you hear a halfway house 
and you pick criminal offenders, what are those offenders in for?  If it's drug related stuff 
they need that help, and just a personal thought based on personal experience.

Karen Fielding:  So, a year or so ago, you can help me remember this, the empty 
building at the Wolf Creek wanted to do a rehab for kids, intake center for wayward kids, 
that’s what it was, right?  

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, it was troubled teens, I guess.

Karen Fielding:  Yeah, and they were going to offer psychiatrists and doctors and 
things like that, and I can't remember was it going to be in-house.  They had the 
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facilities for them to live there.

Chairman Secrist:  It was going to be residential, they were going to live there.

Karen Fielding:  Okay, and it never passed, I mean, the people or the city got up, 
everybody in every development around there, all the way up Kitty Hawk, Hawk Ridge, I 
mean, they got up and said this is not where we want it, you know, so they didn’t want 
that.

Paul Wanless:  I guess my point is, out near Exit 112, if you put something out there 
that’s far away, enough away from the city that people aren’t going to just sneak out at 
night and go and do something bad in Mesquite, but it's close enough to the City and to 
Overton and Logandale, but maybe those two have a support group near enough just to 
see them and to still be a part of their lives whether in Vegas or Henderson or 
somewhere.

Chairman Secrist:  So, yeah, you're saying there may be a location that would work, 
but not all locations obviously.  

Paul Wanless:  And I personally wouldn’t want one in my subdivision. 

Chairman Secrist:  No.  

Paul Wanless:  There's a lot of area out there that is not being used for anything right 
now.

Chairman Secrist:  I was just curious, interested in getting some feedback since the 
question came up and we may have to address it here soon.  Anyway…

Dan Catron:  The question I had for this committee is do you want to think about a
policy with regard to business or psychiatric hospitals, etc.  Then following down, the 
page with policies and actions, there was an action to take out… reevaluate the PUD 
designation if nothing is going to come by 2010 on this proposal.  Then they had 
specific numbers that they put in there for residential densities and I am proposing to 
take out the specific numbers and just kind of more talk about appropriate densities 
when we get there.  

Karen Fielding:  I agree.  
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Dan Catron:  And then some wordsmithing on some of the other policies, going down 
page 16.  One of them was that they said that they wanted a linear park adjacent to the 
Interstate, that maybe fine but I think that’s a little too specific maybe if you may want to 
put it away from the Interstate so it won't cause any trouble.  Then policy F, it is kind of 
varied and kind of just common sense.   And then down at the bottom on J, bottom of 
page 16, saying that when we do go to develop that area that we should probably come 
up with specific plan for Riverside Drive and say what a what improvements are going to 
be required at full build out and provide a timetable to go around as that area is 
developed.  It's kind of wordsmith some of the other policies on Page 17.  It isn’t really 
significant.  I took out the policy to prepare neighborhood plans, I don’t know that we 
have…

Karen Fielding:  Okay, there you are.

Dan Catron:  Just on Page 19.  I don’t know if there's any real small areas that would 
be appropriate for a neighborhood planning or attempt any new areas that are in the
open for the development would be PUD.  Change esthetically pleasing into well-
designed; again, some wordsmithing going down through Page 19.  Downtown 
revitalization, I moved the goal, which I felt was a policy and just renamed it as policy, 
that was to include a commercial development in our downtown business district.   And 
then we discussed the Mesquite Boulevard corridor plan previously.  So, we had a 
policy 6.7 on page 20 to reference that as we can as we move forward with 
development downtown.  Realized that we tried that before and it didn’t work out.  

John Rosen:  We can try it again and make it work out.

Dan Catron:  And I think that’s about it.

Dan Catron:  And so, my thought first for the next meeting is to actually bring in a full-
size zoning map and we will look over areas like that the tourists, hotel tourists down 
there at the end of Mesquite Boulevard where the Panda Express has done okay.  
Areas like that that just aren’t quite the way it turned, we may adjust the zoning so it fits 
what's there and what's planned for there and would go better.

Chairman Secrist:  Another area that is kind of like that is the Smith's shopping center.  
It's zoned hotel tourist, but there is no resort or hotels there, there are not going to be 
any.  Years ago, the city, I think they actually did it as a PUD, they approved it as a PUD 
or something with a conditional use permit, but anyway they created this hotel tourist 
district and some of the uses that are there right now aren’t even permitted in the hotel 
tourist district and the sign regulations for the hotel tourist district are way, way out of
line with what you would normally see in a commercial area, a normal commercial area, 
because they were geared towards casinos and the big hotels.  Anyway, I've always 
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thought that ought to be rezoned, I brought it up some years ago with some of the 
owners over there, they didn’t like the idea of changing it, but it doesn’t make any sense 
to have it zoned that way anyway.

Dan Catron:  So, when we get into that we'll probably want to contact the owners of any 
properties that we think should be redesignated or rezoned and let them know what 
we're up to.

Chairman Secrist:  You know one of the things that you brought up numerous times is 
putting some emphasis on sports tourism.  We've talked about it in here as a committee 
and how important it is for economic development.  I don’t see why we don’t have a 
section in here that deals with that and maybe we need to start taking a good hard look 
at what exactly are we going to for additional ball fields, where are they going to go?  
There was a plan prepared for the regional park and up where the SEC is, that’s part of 
it, that’s kind of the first phase I guess, but there was going to be additional park 
development up there and there were going to be two big kind of multiplex ball field 
complexes.  I don’t know if that plan is, if everybody has just given up on that or if it's 
still valid or you know…

John Rosen:  It could be an incredible resource for us if developed.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah.

Paul Wanless:  Wasn’t at one time Nike going to come in and build a great big facility 
up there with all kinds of training and up around the Regional Park?

Chairman Secrist:  I don’t know, but it might have been part of Desert Falls or 
something, when that was proposed.

John Rosen:  My thought is that we really should focus on things that do bring people 
in and a training center actually brings in a very small number of people, very, very elite
targeted group of people.  But boy, travelling sport tournaments bring in lots of people, 
lots of different kinds of people.  Well, you have softball coming in here now and … I 
mean, there are all kinds of sports that we frankly don’t know very much about, we don’t 
have a lot of horseshoe people coming in, you know.  We don’t have a lot of other 
sports, there's soccer.

Paul Wanless:  My daughter, when she played competition soccer they held the big
tournaments.
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John Rosen:  I remember you told us about that, but I mean, I don’t see that’s 
something that every year we have include the soccer people coming in, at least I 
don’t…I'm not aware of that.

Chairman Secrist:  You know, I asked Nick Montoya, people in parks and rec if they 
had any kind of statistics on how many groups come in and so forth and they do, 
anyway they sent me a report, it was kind of a calendar of all of their activities, so there 
are like 56 different tournaments that they put on each year and there were, I don’t 
know, it was like 56,000 visitors came and there were 47,000 or 48,000 participants in 
one year, that’s last year, and that’s pretty significant and then I started looking at the… 
there's a report that gets done every few years by the LVCVA, which is kind of a visitor 
profile for Mesquite, people who comes here, when they do come here, why do they 
come here, how much do they spend, do they gamble.  The whole 9 yards of survey of 
what they do.  Anyway, I have some interesting statistics on how much they spent and 
what they spend it on, you know, how much is spent on gas and groceries, how much is 
spent on recreation, recreation is a fairly significant number, how much each of the 
visitors spend, when you times that by the 56,000 or however many people come to 
these events, you're talking real money, and the same with all these off-roaders, four-
wheel drive guys that come and a lot of those come for sporting events too and when 
the kids aren’t playing games, they are off in the desert hitting the trails, but…

John Rosen:  Mesquite Senior Games is in a recovery period because of the COVID 
pandemic and we had to shut down this season and we're just trying to build back up 
and get people's confidence to participate.  We just opened up registration January 1st 
for our spring season, so between January 1st and today, I think we've had 220 
participants sign up and roughly about $12,000 worth of revenue for Mesquite Senior 
just to put on the games.  Now, many of these are local, regionally local, but some are 
not.  We've got, I think, eight different sports for people that are coming or states where 
people are coming from and it just seems to be such an untapped potential for us to 
grow and encourage that type of thing and I'm only using Mesquite Senior Games as an 
example.  I mean, there are other organizations that organize things that could bring 
people here to town.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, I think there should be some emphasis on real kind of plan 
put together, you know.   It gets talked about every once… well probably at least once 
every year around the budget, you know, but you don’t see a whole lot new 
happening….

John Rosen:  I was tying that back to your original comment about areas like the sport 
event complex thinking, it is just such an opportunity for development, both for 
recreational fields and potentially for the residential resources, the housing or something 
when we talked about too little hotel space in the city for visitors who come in for that 
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kind of an event.

Chairman Secrist:  Anyway, would you like us to start putting some, kind of put 
something together, and some goals and policies dealing with that, probably I think it's 
worth shining the light on and trying to come up with a plan, at least find out if the 
regional plan, park plan is still viable or anybody still supports that.

John Rosen:  I must admit to being one of those people who does not get very 
influenced by we tried that once and it didn’t work, you know, that’s not a big deterrent 
to me as much as those who try it again and make it work, try something different and 
make it work, and both the downtown corridor and the sport event complex are two 
different examples of that kind of thing.

Chairman Secrist:  Any other ideas or things you want us to pursue, worth looking at 
as part of this land use element?

Karen Fielding:  I can’t think of anything else right now.  But wait till we leave and then 
I'm like, what, that’s what we need.

Paul Wanless:  Inside of this is there any way there could be somewhere that was an 
eighth of a mile square or a quarter of a mile square, then you could put in a park with a 
town square, or you could put in maybe a skatepark and you know, memorials for war 
veterans or, and then all the way around it and you have some parking and get 
restaurants and shops to come in and surround that, so people can come in and walk, 
do some shopping, sit down and have a nice meal, there's stuff for kids to do, and you
notice there's things that we talked about other communities have that would be very 
advantageous if we could bring that here, but I'm not picturing where that's going to be 
or if that’s even an option.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, I'm not sure where it gets….

Dan Catron: Well, some of that in that downtown plan and there isn’t a lot of parking
space over by the parks and rec center there.

Chairman Secrist:  It would be nice to have it right downtown, but getting the land,
consolidating that piece of land to do it, but yeah, something like that would be….

John Rosen:  I applaud that.
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Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, and attracting the businesses around it.  I mean obviously 
whenever there is a big sports thing like an Allegiant Stadium, I mean, huge economic 
development impact and everybody is wanting to get in and move next to it and be 
close to it to take advantage of it, ours would be way, way smaller, but….

Karen Fielding:  Way….

John Rosen:  Yeah, but not insignificant.

Chairman Secrist:  No, yeah, those kind of things, they do attract people and even just 
a food truck park get people to come to walk around the park and have food trucks, they 
could try the local fair, I don’t know, but those are all good ideas.  Start looking at 
places, start thinking of where it might make sense and where we could do something 
like that.

John Rosen:  So, what's not clear to me is if we have a good idea, Paul presents a 
really good idea, then what do we do with it?  How do we help make it happen?  

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, well, you got a good question.  We got to get support from 
people that can do something, people that can fund it, whether it’s the council and you 
know, committing resources to something that makes sense like that, getting service 
organizations behind it, that might assist and contribute, that kind of thing.

Dan Catron:  Making sure you have the resources to maintain it over a long….

John Rosen  Yeah, it's got to be a sustainable plan or model or economic model for it.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, I know there is, you know, some things probably have more 
support than others, just the athletic things, all the sports venues, you got resort and 
hotels that want that and especially with you know, the Eureka and the Rising Star, 
that’s kind of their, they really market towards that, well, all of them do, Mesquite 
Gaming does too, especially with golf, but yeah, I mean there's…you'd probably get 
support from some of those groups to really push further development of recreation, 
bring in bigger tournaments and things like that.

Karen Fielding:  So, a few years ago, when I was talking to Andre Carrier, the CEO of 
Eureka, he presented the city, he wanted more fields and he said if you build more 
fields, I'll finish my other building hotel, but you got to finish the fields ….Yeah, to get … 
and that was four years ago, four, five years ago, and then the city was like what do we 
do and it never was done, but I mean, he was a great big promoter of, you build more 
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fields, I'll build another hotel to house everybody, you know, so, and I don’t know much 
about the gaming, Casablanca or the Virgin River, but I would imagine they would be 
happy to help as well, you know….

Chairman Secrist:  Andre made a presentation at council meeting back then, it was, I 
can't remember the name of the organization, but it's a consulting group that basically 
helps communities do sports tourism and they've gone into a bunch of different 
communities throughout the United States, but the thing that impressed me is a lot of
these places are fairly small they’re, not that much bigger than Mesquite, a lot of them, 
but they made a huge investment in these facilities to bring in big tournaments.

Karen Fielding:  Was it… and there's one right past Hawthorne, Nevada, on the way to 
Reno.  I can't think what that little county was, but they put in ball fields there, they have 
put in ball fields and then it increased their… I can't think what that little county's name 
is now.

Paul Wanless:  I've played in Western Regional softball tournaments, 24 16 team 
tournaments.  When I first started playing it was six states and it’s expanded from there.   
But I've been in Ely Nevada and in Powell, Wyoming, there are communities all over the 
country that will build four-plexes, eight-plexes.  We went to the nationals one year, we 
won the regionals in Laramie, Wyoming.  I was in Minot, North Dakota, it was a 64 team
tournament and 46 of the Lower 48 states were represented.  You don’t have to be a 
big community.   Before that it was Farmington, New Mexico, I mean, they're not where 
you think people would be playing these big tournaments.

John Rosen:  I would invite all of us to expand our thinking beyond softball, baseball, 
and golf.  I'll give you a very simple example.  I apologize that so many of these come 
from Mesquite Senior Games, but that’s where my knowledge base come from.  We 
wanted to host a horseshoe event as a part of our season, well, just before we got shut 
down, we did it using Rising Star, whose horseshoe pits are not the right size, they're 
not according to spec.  Nick Montoya offered to build us some in Hafen Park, which we 
were thrilled about and to this day I'm very grateful for everything Nick Montoya does for 
Mesquite Senior Games, but he did it with his available resources, and built a number of 
pits that we can't use because they are too close to each other, side to side, they just 
don’t work.  It was a wonderful effort, but it wasn’t done right and therefore a lot of it kind 
of got wasted.  Again, I will think about that sport event complex and we could 
concentrate on horseshoe tournaments, cornhole tournaments, those things that people 
don’t think a lot about, but there's a lot of people like to do, and bicycling events, I mean 
any number of different sports that we could focus on for them, and some of them are 
not capital-intensive, and certainly those horseshoe pits were not.

Chairman Secrist:  Adding on it's a good point, all those things, people like, you know, 
have all kinds of hobbies and things like that that they want to get involved in.
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John Rosen:  But I mean there are people that are actually people travelling state to 
state to do this stuff and I never knew that until I got involved with some of Mesquite 
Senior Games.  Find out which organizations have national competitions and what are 
the national qualifier requirements and then how do we prepare ourselves to be a site 
that can be part of that national qualification program.

Paul Wanless:  And if you did, you won’t even have to look at outdoor sports.

John Rosen:  Absolutely.  

Paul Wanless: There's a number of different possibilities.

Chairman Secrist:  So, maybe we should come up with some goals that, you know, 
recommend a committee be created and look at some of these kinds of activities and 
find out what their criteria are, what kind of facilities do they really need and, you know, 
instead of going after it…It might be a good idea too, we may want to have Nick come 
join us and talk with us, maybe Andre Carrier come in and talk about really pushing the 
sports tourism and what it is that they want to do or can do and you know, help us 
brainstorm.

Paul Wanless:  The crazy thing is to, if you really expand your mind.  Mesquite has a, 
I'm going say, a seven-month window where the things you can do outside are viable.  
But if you don’t put facilities also for some of these indoor things, now you have the 
community, you are having people come in, AAU Basketball tournaments, all year long 
and you don’t have the die off that kills your restaurants and your shopping and people 
that want to come here, if they know you're going to have these big groups coming in, 
let's say even 42 out of 52 weeks, they're going to see that, they're going to come.

John Rosen:  Our track and field competition can only happen when the high school 
allows us to use their track and field resources, those are the only track and field 
resources within any reasonable striking distance of us.  We have no swimming pool 
that is of regulation size that we could actually offer, you know, legitimate competitive 
swimming events.  We would have to do comprises for… and people who are serious 
about these things want to do it right, they don’t want to do at the local backyard pool 
and have a race.

Chairman Secrist:  Well, that’s a good point.

Karen Fielding:  Like the Olympic swimming at Park City, I mean, the snow, it's 
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downhill and skiing, but they use that pool there, which is so supercool when I saw that.

John Rosen:  She's talking about a pool that is used to train aerialists; in the summer, 
they ski down, jump off these things and land in the water.  

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah.

Karen Fielding:  And they have the bubbles come up, so it like softens their blow, that 
was the main event.  People come from all over to get ready and trained for Olympics.

John Rosen:  Yeah, I think there's an awful lot that we could do.

Dan Catron:  Well, Paul you mentioned a four-plex baseball diamonds like this, is that 
what that you were offering to?  Do you know how many acres that generally takes?

Paul Wanless:  It depends on if you're setting it up for like adult softball or for the 
league baseball, or for high school age baseball players, because the size of the fields
is going to change as you go and the size of your infields, some of them have 60-foot
base pass, some have 90.  If you got a little carried away, if you went 400 feet 
straightaway in all four directions and you had something in the middle where 
scorekeepers could be in the stands and all of that and you put in parking, I don’t know, 
I would guess you can even go to near something that would be close to … probably 
get away with 1200 feet x 1200 feet for a big complex, and that would include your 
parking and everything else.  A place where the scorekeepers are, would be where your 
concessions are sold out, your bleachers are just coming off that and the fields go in 
four different directions.

John Rosen:  And to Paul's earlier comment about both indoor and outdoor, the more 
different activities you can concentrate in a single area, the more appealing it is for 
people to come to that area.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah.

Dan Catron:  Do we make good use of the Rising Star?

Chairman Secrist:  I'm not sure how, if it's, you know, full most of the time or they have 
basketball team, but they may have, I'm sure they rent it out for all kinds of different 
events.
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Karen Fielding:  Yeah, I don’t think they have a basketball team anymore there.

Chairman Secrist:  Oh, okay.

Karen Fielding:  Yeah, but they're not there anymore and half the time it's just vacant.  
I know that they've been using it for high school dances and but they were busy just last 
weekend with baseball.

John Rosen  I don’t know, I mean, I was shocked at how un-busy they are most of the 
time, and how closed they are most of the time.

Paul Wanless:  A lot of the teams from up north their seasons are…I'm talking this 
most of baseball, the seasons are going to start in April and after basketball season, so 
they will start bringing their team down here, February or March, because they're in 
snow cold weather, they can't… I mean, they can't do batting cages and throwing in a 
gym, at least they would come here and they can get a long catch and they can have 
some infield, they can do things that you can't do up there.  But they get a little closer to 
the season, before they, spend the money and resources .

Chairman Secrist:  Could it be worth our while you think to devote a couple of 
meetings, get some of these people to come in and talk to us about what their ideas 
are?

John Rosen:  I'm a quite biased….

Chairman Secrist:  I'm sure we could get Nick Montoya to come in, maybe we can get 
Andre or somebody from his organization come down and talk to us about what they 
would hope to see happen.  I don’t know.  Got to start somewhere and build some 
interest and momentum, but it could happen.

Karen Fielding:  We have to start it again, you know, looking at the city plan for the 
corridor back in 2008 and it's 2022 and nothing has been done, that’s really saddening.  
Andre coming and doing a great presentation to the city and the city turned it down was 
saddening, you know, so, I mean, start again and then we just need to have those 
moving mechanisms that we keep moving it forward and moving it forward and seeing 
the value in the whole city would be a huge effort.  Anything that can put us a little bit 
further to one of our goals of, you know…

John Rosen:  I was struck when I read that that time that the downtown corridor plan, 
they laid out this wonderful vision, it's extraordinary…
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Karen Fielding:  Right.  

John Rosen: But they also were pretty direct saying figure out where do you start, you 
know, what do you do that becomes the incubator from which this growns…

John Rosen:  But I mean it was quite a road map.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, it is.

Karen Fielding:  And yet nothing’s been done.  You got a great where they're going to 
get funding, you know.

Chairman Secrist:  Well, anyway let's do that, we'll get some of those folks to come in 
and meet with us and brainstorm together and start talking about how we can do it.

John Rosen:  And what do we need to do next?

Paul Wanless:  About anything you can.

Dan Catron:  Well actually, my next thing, I think was going to bring a big map in here 
and we'll just start talking about coloring those maps, little baby steps at a time.

Chairman Secrist:  As I'm thinking about, you know, sports tourism and things like that 
it seems like a lot of effort in the city are scattered and I don’t mean the city organization 
necessarily, but that too, but I mean, service groups are always doing fundraisers for 
different things, but it's never a coordinated effort, you know, they may try to be raising 
money for, I don’t know, to get bikes for kids or something, but if everybody could get on 
the same page, you know, we're raising money, we’re doing fundraisers to build ball 
fields and there is we're going to build them, let's get after it and see how much we can 
come up with.  You know, somehow, we've got to put a laser focus on something to get 
everybody together and move it.

Karen Fielding:  Grants, you know what, there are so many grants to educate kids or 
for different things that we really need to focus on.  Who is our grant writer now?

Chairman Secrist:  Good question.  Carol Hollis, I think..
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Karen Fielding:  But again, you know, grants, there are so many federal government 
grants that want to give away money, we just got to find out which one, which would 
kind of focus on what and where this is going to start, this puzzle is going to start, then 
find a grant that matches that.  You know, sometimes they are a match, sometimes 
they're…

Dan Catron:  Yes, if you have a plan and know what you want to do, there is money out 
there.

Karen Fielding:  Yeah, it's just getting that first plan down in order.

Dan Catron  And again, a plan that’s worked through and doesn’t fall apart.

Karen Fielding:  Correct.

Chairman Secrist:  Well, okay, when do you want to meet again, 4th Monday?

Chairman Secrist:  Item 3.2 is a discussion regarding a Mesquite Vision Statement.

Paul Wanless  Can we, I would like to hear everyone's vision statements.

Chairman Secrist:  Oh right, we need to talk about that, yeah.

Paul Wanless:  And I'm fine with February, the fourth Monday in February.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, so we asked you to come up with a vision statement.

Karen Fielding:  That's President's Day, that's not, that’s the third Monday, the fourth is 
the 28th.

Paul Wanless:  So, is February 28th okay with everyone?

Dan Catron:  Works for me.

Chairman Secrist:  Works for me, yeah.  Okay, so we asked everybody to come up 
with a vision statement based on, you know, some of those original assignments that 
we had, looking at what are the positive attributes of Mesquite that we want to hang on
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to, we want to preserve in the face of growth, what are the things that we don’t have that
we really want and then come up with vision statement that is written in a way that 
sound like, okay, we've already achieved it.  Mesquite is a place, Mesquite is vibrant 
community that has a balanced economy, blah, blah blah, and anyway.  Who wants to 
go first?

Karen Fielding:  Well, I'll be honest with you, I did not do it because I just read the 
minutes the other day, so I did not do it, but I like John's…

Paul Wanless:  Actually, I saw yours and John's there, but I wanted to try to do mine 
without reading them to see how close they were together.

Chairman Secrist:  Good idea, yeah, let's do that.

Paul Wanless:  I'll go first.  So, this is a shot and like I said I haven’t read anyone 
else's, but I just came up with Mesquite, Nevada, a unique city with beautiful weather 
and breathtaking beauty located in northeast Clark County.  Mesquite has gaming and 
fine dining and shopping within walking distance to the town square, however it isn’t 
there yet; although a small town feel there is biking, hiking, fields and course along the 
championship golf courses, there is literally something for every person of all ages.  
That's it.

Chairman Secrist:  That says a lot about what's here or what we'd like to have here.  
John, do you want to share yours?

John Rosen:  Sure, Mesquite Nevada is a vibrant, attractive, affordable city 
representing the best and a livable active desert lifestyle for citizens of all ages.  
Mesquite is known for its sense of local community, its pride and its heritage and its 
enthusiastic welcome to newcomers.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah, it sounds like a place you'd want to live in.  Did you do one 
Dan?

Dan Catron:  Yeah, no I don’t want to…

Chairman Secrist:  Okay.  I'll read mine, I don’t know, this is my first attempt, but, 
Mesquite is a vibrant community known for its active outdoor recreation, scenic bluffs 
and vistas, well planned neighborhoods, its diverse and balanced economy and its 
efficient and well connected transportation system.  It's a place where families come to 
live, work, play, and retire.  Mesquite is a healthy and resilient community that pulls 
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together in the face of adversity and makes contingency plans for when tragedy strikes.  
That’s a lot of stuff thrown in there that’s not all related, but anyway…

Karen Fielding:  And that’s good as well, I think one of the things that we need to ask 
somebody is you know we have to really recapture the scenic beauty that we have, I 
mean the beauty of Mesquite day and night, I mean, the sun rises and sun sets lately 
have been amazing, but the beauty of the desert, you know, the golf courses and, I 
came from Portland, Oregon, I never knew that deserts could be so beautiful coming 
from a place that was so green.  So, one of things that we really need to make sure is 
that we recap the scenic community, small town feel…

John Rosen:  I'm only smiling because I came from Southern California, I grew up 
thinking the whole world is covered in concrete.  That’s all I knew.

Dan Catron:  Let me read the last sentence of my vision here.  For those lucky enough 
to live here, we take deep breaths and smile in gratitude for a picturesque valley with its 
wonderful community and unusually beautiful sunsets.

John Rosen:  So, in my mind, every one of those captured something that was really 
cool…

Karen Fielding:  I agree.  

John Rosen:  and what we need to do I think is have one person volunteer, but not me, 
to try to integrate some of the best phrasing of each of these into something that we 
might all take a look at.

Chairman Secrist:  Sounds like a plan, let's do that.  We'll come up with something for 
a draft.

John Rosen:  I mean, there's a whole lot to work with right there, just picking and 
choosing what aspect of each of those you want to pull together into something that is 
cohesive.

Chairman Secrist:  Yeah.
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4. Public Comment

Mr. Secrist asked if there was anything further.  Hearing nothing, he moved to adjourn.

Would you like to meet again on the 4th Monday of February?  They agreed on the 28th 
of February.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 5:05 P.M.

Chairman Richard Secrist 


