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Virgin Valley Community Education Advisory Board
City Hall Council Chambers 2nd Floor

10 E. Mesquite Blvd.
Thursday, January 20, 2022 – 5:00 PM

Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Unless otherwise stated, items may be taken out of the 
order presented on the agenda at the discretion of the Mayor and Council. Additionally, the Mayor and Council may 
combine two or more agenda items for consideration, and may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion 
relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  Public comment is limited to three minutes per person.

In attendance were Chair Jody Thornley, Board members; Amy Marshall, Brooke Whipple, and 
Pattie Gallo, Council member Wes Boger, Principal Chris Jenkins, other City of Mesquite Staff 
and Deputy City Clerk Julie Goodsell.

Absent were Nick Montoya, Laurie Andrus and Bethany Green.

Ceremonial Matters - Pledge of Allegiance

1) Public Comments

1.1 Public Comment

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley opened the meeting to Public Comment. There were no speakers.

2) Consent Agenda

2.1 Consideration for approval of the Thursday, January 20, 2022 CEAB Meeting 
Agenda and the December 6, 2021 CEAB Meeting minutes. 

- Discussion and Possible Action

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley read this item by its title. 

Council Member Amy Marshall moved to Approve the Thursday, January 20, 2022 
CEAB Meeting Agenda and the December 6, 2021 CEAB Meeting minutes.  
Council member Brooke Whipple seconded the motion. 

Passed For: 4; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 3 
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3) Administrative Items

3.1 Consideration for approval of the amended Articles of the By-laws. 

- Discussion and Possible Discussion

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley read this item by its title.

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I put in recommended dates. I didn't know if we wanted to have a 
discussion on that. Just because the school calendar and everything being so crazy towards the 
end of the year, I don't know if we want to put in a separate timeline, but we are looking at 
article number 3, it’s 3.4 Appointment, and it's the very last line in 3.4.  It says representatives 
will be chosen and it used to say August, for the following school year and the term will be from 
July 1st to June 30th now.  So, that means we would have to fly or open the position around 
April for people to apply and then choose in May.  So, before the end of the school year, they 
would be appointed for the upcoming school year.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: I'm okay with that. I am assuming that's okay with the City Clerk's Office and 
stuff as to when they fly it and everything. Does that mess up anything with you guys? Do you 
know? Alright, we will just assume its ok. How's that?  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Just let them know that is the plan. 

Minutes: 
Chair Thornley: We will need to fly it earlier. Okay.  Does anybody else have any discussion on 
changing those dates for appointments?  

Minutes;
Board member Marshall: The only other thing that I amended as well, I went through and looked 
at is, it says a secretary appointed and I just put provided by the City of Mesquite. That was 
included in 3.2 The Composition of the Board. And then again in 3.6, I took out that we would 
have a secretary but the secretary would be provided by the City of Mesquite; and on 5.6 for 
Training, I put the City of Mesquite will provide Open Meeting Law training instead of CCSD, as 
Adam has done that for us. So, there were just those few changes, there were a few little typos 
in there that I corrected while I went through too.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Thank you Amy.

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: I just wanted to add to that. I was talking with our City Attorney recently 
and he did mention if there is anyone who needs the Open Meeting Law training to let us know, 
so we can do a one-on-one or we'll have a little class.  I know we've done that already for most 
of us, but not all of us probably, so...
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Minutes: 
Board member Marshall: So, he does not have like a normal set time or schedule that he does 
them?  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: He is a new City Attorney and doing Open Meeting Law Training is new
to the City even before he started. It's only happened once and that was with Adam. Once that I 
know of. 

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: So, we do have at least one new and we do have some new members. Maybe I 
will contact him and see if we can get for those who need it. 

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: It doesn't hurt to be refreshed. 

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: That's true. A refresher is always good on Open Meeting Law.

Council Member Amy Marshall moved to approve the amended Articles of the By-
laws for Virgin Valley CEAB. Council member Brooke Whipple seconded the 
motion. 

Passed For: 4; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 3 

3.2 Review CEAB Bylaws to establish and review CEAB's purpose and set clear goals 
to accomplish those purposes. 

- Discussion and Possible Action

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley read this item by its title.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: So, if we want to go, you know right where the purposes are under 2.1.  Do we 
want to take each one of those and form goals surrounding each one of those?

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I was looking at the purposes in Article 2 and then our duties are in 
Article 4 and they coincide with each other, so just to summarize briefly. The purpose of the 
CEAB shall be to encourage involvement, to provide a structured forum so that we can provide 
advice and recommendations on educational issues to the Board of Trustees, to obtain 
consensus to address the unique needs of children in the community, and to work respectfully 
through cooperative efforts, so those are the reasons we are here.  Those are our purposes and 
our duties align with those, and the first one there in 4.1, to arrive at consensus and then we 
need to report our activities and decisions to the community and seek input from the public and 
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the community.  We need to make recommendations to the Board of Trustees and report our 
activities to them on an annual basis.  We need to establish and at least annually review the 
purpose of CEAB and set clear goals, which is what we are here to do tonight, and perform 
other duties as appropriate, and that was very broad to me.  So, I think if we just look at the 
purpose and those duties, we can come up with some different things.  The very first one is, our 
purpose is to encourage involvement.  And it does say to encourage involvement for students, 
parents, teachers, administrators, other members of the community.  So, I think we just need to 
ask questions and begin with asking questions.  How can we best accomplish these purposes
and carry out the duties that we have?  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: That is what I have written in big red letters. How can we get more 
involvement? As you can see, Katie you probably can't see, but we have one principle here that 
is not on CEAB. We always have had an issue getting parents and students and teachers 
involved with us, I think, and community members as well, anybody, to be involved and come to 
our meetings.  Does anybody have some thoughts on how we can get more involvement?  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: I don't know if you guys have ever given some thought to actually hosting the 
meetings at one of the schools, high schools, maybe during the day at the high schools, 
especially because students probably don't know, but if you want student involvement, parent 
involvement, that's usually a good way to do it, is on school property.  Most students want to get 
involved in government, especially nowadays, and so it would be helpful if they were able to 
access it in real time sometimes.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Thank you Trustee Williams. I think that is important. We have always had it at 
a school. We have had it at the high school for years and years and we changed it to City 
Hall when COVID started because we couldn't get into the schools, but maybe that is something 
to think about.  We did change it to evening too.  We used to have it at 12 noon at a school, so 
we changed it to 5 o'clock at night, thinking that might get more people, but maybe that’s 
something to think about, that we have it more or at least sometimes or something back in the 
schools.  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: So, it could be rotated. The point that I was going to mention was, it is not 
very well advertised.  I don't think a lot of people know that you are holding these meetings, 
because I don’t ever see anything in the paper.  I don’t see anything in anything as far as the 
City goes.  So, unless I get an email from, actually I guess from Julie or whoever sends out the
emails, I don’t know or even realize that there's meeting.  So, I think if we got the word out that 
would help a lot.  I think more people would come. 

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: She mentioned like or interested in government; we have a 
government class at the high school as well. So, it might be worthwhile to contact the 
government teacher up there and go talk to the kids and the students up there about CEAB and 
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to come be a part of it.  I know that in the past they have had to go and observe, like a meeting 
and maybe CEAB could be one of those meetings that even the government teacher would say, 
hey, if you want some credit or as an assignment, go to City Council or go to CEAB, or, I know 
people have gone to water district meetings just to see how they function.  So, that might be an 
idea too.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: That is a good idea.

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: Don't they get notification of Council meetings? How do they know about 
these meetings?  The community, the parents.

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Yeah, on the City's website you could sign up for notifications. So, I get 
notifications of all the meetings. But that is the only way that I would know about say the Public 
Arts Commissions Meeting. We're in there…  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo:  So, you are expecting parents to do that?

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: NO, I'm just saying that's the only way I know of where.  The media
also I believe that they would sign up for those too, because they do posts for Council Meetings. 
But they don't really post these and I'm not sure why. I guess reaching out to the Progress
and...

Minutes;
Board member Gallo: Talking to Vern or to Ms. Green.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: That might be a good way to do it too.

Minutes: 
Board member Gallo: May be talking to Vern or..  
Chair Thornley: Okay, I can reach out to Vern.  
Board member Gallo:  Ms. Green. Mrs. Green is our local…
Chair Thornley: Right.  I don’t know her, let me...  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: I like having them at the Council Chambers because we have room for 
people. One of the reasons we changed it from the High School was that it was being during 
school hours, but the kids weren't really invited to. I don’t ever remember really seeing kids 
coming in there, students coming there, except when culinary would bring some snacks.  
Actually, it's worth just asking for that.  

Minutes; 
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Trustee Williams: Do you think maybe Wes, I agree with what you are saying, because it is sort 
of a distraction or can be. So, you guys were talking about maybe getting involved with the 
government teachers, maybe doing a field trip out to the City Council chambers and saying, 
hey, this is where we do this and this is why.  I don’t know, it’s just a thought.

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Sure, I don't disagree with having it at the school and having a 
traveling, rotating meetings to each school. I still think it should be more in the evening for you 
to get more parent involvement.  And the other issue we were having at the school, as we had it 
before, it was in a classroom, it wasn’t in the auditorium or anything. It wasn’t where it was 
really where there was a lot of public involvement.  When I went there, I felt like I shouldn’t even 
be there, because it was on school, during school times and everything else, I felt really out of 
place as a community member, I didn’t have a kid going to that school.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Maybe if it is after hours there would be other bigger rooms. But maybe we 
could have a bigger room when it is after school hours.

Minutes: 
Principal Jenkins: Do you care if I add. Sorry I know it's not public comment.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Yes, please add.

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: Just some thoughts I had as you are talking about this. In looking at this 2.1 
is our purpose, right. I don't think our community, and I'm talking my school in particular. Some 
thoughts I have had is if we had just a bulleted list of what the purpose is, you read them there 
Amy.  There is a few of those we could put out.  We do, well at my school it is bimonthly, we've 
tried monthly, but so many of those sit in kid backpacks, so we went to bimonthly, but even if we 
send out a parent link.  So, if CEAB came up with, we send out these robocalls all the time, it's 
not hard for us to blast that out and use that in supporting each other that, hey, by the way, 
CEAB is meeting tonight, here is their purpose and the second request I would have and I know 
you've done it or done it in the past, come to our open houses and what not at the start of the 
year, but even if we had either a pre put together by this team or something, a few PowerPoint 
slides or something we could work in with our presentation as we start it out.  I know I have had 
my rep often be there and talk and even set up a table.  This is what CEAB is to do, but then I 
would put it in my newsletter, a corner on it, here is CEAB's corner, this is what we are working 
on this time or whatever.  If they understood first of all your purpose and then these are the 
things that they could bring forward, I am sure many of them would have concerns about things 
that are going on, just even the information of the five-day reset and those kinds of things, being 
able to come and feel like they had a voice that if they see you as a conduit going then to, and I 
appreciate that trustee Williams is here listening to us tonight, but a conduit to them, because so 
many of them don’t understand, they don’t want to go down to a board meeting and sit there 
and wait for a three-minute chance, but if they knew that, hey, I can come here and voice that 
and someone from here would go down and share that information every other month or 
something for them.  So, to me it is let us start with, what's our goal, we want to get more people 
here; first, if they understood our purpose; second, that it is an avenue to come forward and
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present their concerns happening in any of the schools that it would help us.  So, I do like that 
we opened it to the evening.  I will tell you, I have had a struggle back and forth just with my 
PTOs and what not.  We hold it during the school day this year trying to get a few in and then 
we move it to the evening because that’s more conducive to this group.  So, it's kind of a hit or 
miss year by year.  We have to look at who are the leads in that.  The second thing would be a 
consideration, just because we are facing this really big at my school right now, how could we 
bring in some of our second language students or parents and make sure that they feel a part.  
So, that’s my two cents.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Thank you!  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Did I hear you right? Maybe I misheard, but you CAN use parent link to 
do those robocalls? Because that hits everybody. Most of us don't hang up on it right away.

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: The beauty of our parent link is we have 3 ways to send it. Especially with 
the COVID mess and what not, we have taken out a lot of the phone call part and just sent the 
text message and the email and so a lot of times text message we have to have 140 characters 
or less, so a lot of times it is just, please look for your email for a message from CEAB and so 
then we could easily, if you had just a candid statement, we know what's coming up.  It could 
come out when we post the agenda anyway and say, that’s easy to say to my office manager.  
As we post the agenda, we want to send this message that CEAB is happening at this time and 
date, please come and voice your concerns or just hear what is going on for education in our 
Valley.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger I really love that idea. It is some great advertising and very targeted. 

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: And I think encouraging involvement with the 2nd language is a big 
deal too and if we were to gather a few people who translate and have them present at our 
meetings, I think that would be a big help so that people felt like they would be heard if they 
were here, there wouldn’t be a language barrier that we would have somebody here that could 
help us out.  I think that would make a big difference as well.  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: Can I just ask a question? Does the City have, I come from corporate and 
we would have big, big conferences and we would have different languages and they would 
have headsets and there would be someone in the back of the room that would be translating 
for people in a particular language.  Do we have anything like that here?  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: No, not for the City.  

Minutes: 
Board member Marshall: That might be something to consider for City Council Meetings as well. 
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Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: It works, it is pretty powerful. It's not very expensive, it's basically a 
headset in the back of the room and someone talking into a little microphone. Not that difficult.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: We could probably look into it, with your department maybe.  

Minutes; 
Tyson Kennedy: I will get a quote for it.  

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: And I will tell you along that line, my school and many of the schools I've been 
at have I'll tell you it's under-utilized. We haven't used it in the years I've been there, but it sits 
right there on a shelf, we have it, it's an infra-red system that they could check out a headphone 
when they come in, and the reason I bring it up is if we started to see that need before City 
Council would probably put money towards it or whatever would be, maybe we want to host one 
at... I'm assuming if my school has it, the middle school probably has it, the high school has it, I 
just know all the elementaries I have been in have had that capability and most of them got 
shelved and put away and are underutilized, but that might be an avenue if we start to get that 
request or if people saw that, oh, let's use this venue for this time and see how that system 
works.

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: So, I think if people know ahead of time that that it is available, they will 
come.

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: And to me that kind of has to start out with this advertising that there will be a 
translator available. It's always hard in the beginning, but you need to be able to say to whoever
we have to come translate, we might not need you tonight, but would you come and be 
available in case we do and grow it.  Because the hardest part is the inconsistency.  You say 
you have it and then, oh, we couldn't get anybody here tonight, well I'm done, I tried, but it's 
not…

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Awesome thank you.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay, I have a list, alright, anything else on that?

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: We have a lot of good ideas and a list, but we need to make 
assignments too as to who might follow up on some of these things. Who would be in charge of 
getting messages to the principals?  Would that be our secretary or would that be one of us to 
get messages to the principals to send out a parent link or… 
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Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: I could do that.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Would it be fairly easy Julie when… Tracy sends us all the agendas 
and stuff with people on this committee. Don't the principals get those already? You already get 
those, so you could do it without us doing anything.

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I think he is talking like a candid comment. Like we produce, that says 
CEAB meeting will be held this night and our purpose is this, come voice your… Like a 
statement that we have that he can send to them. 

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: One general email and then every month there is a meeting it just 
changes the date? Is that what you are looking to do? Okay.  

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: If this comes from this board it has your weight of approval behind it versus 
me trying to make up.

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: And every principal might word it differently.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: So, we can come up with that candid comment. Are you volunteering?  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I can do that.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley:  Okay, to write that up and then sent out to them. Do you want it to come from 
the clerk, or from you, or from me, each month?  Because it just needs to get to them, right?  

Minutes: 
Board member Marshall: I don't think it matters. Right?  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Right, so if you get that written up and to Tracy or Julie and they can send it out 
with the agenda and stuff.  Sweet, check!  

Minutes; 
Board member Whipple I guess my question is so every month it would be kind of the same. 
This is the day, this is the time, but then it would change just based off of the overview of what 
will be discussed that night, so that they can see it ahead of time, come with questions, 
concerns?  
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Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Yes.  

Minutes; 
Board member Whipple: Just wanted to clarify how that would work ahead a time like a week or
so to plan or would you do it just if you…?

Minutes;
Board member Marshall: Well, the agenda goes out one week prior to the meeting. And then 
somebody was going to contact the paper maybe?

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Do we really need to complicate it by having what is going to be on the 
agenda as part of the email every time? Because we are already sending the agenda with it. 
Can't it just be an attachment to the parent link on the email? And then it is just one thing you
have to do and then it's fairly automatic.

Principal Jenkins:  To me it would just be again what your purpose is, because part of it is we 
need people to come to open meeting, when you have public comment, to be able to bring out 
their thoughts and concerns.

Council member Boger:  And as far as the Progress, I can ask them, media people if they want 
to get notifications like they do for the Council meetings and push them out the way they do with
Council meetings and that’s up to them whether they want to or not, but it's up to us to make 
sure they have the means to know what's happening.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Do you want to do Green and Vernon?  Both?  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Oh! Bobbie, yes, yes. I'll get a hold of those two and see what they 
want to do. 

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Does someone know of translation like a group of people? 

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I know someone.  

Minutes: 
Board member Gallo: If I remember correctly too, I saw on video there was a teacher that had 
come up at one of these meetings and spoke and said she would be happy to.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: That would have been either Lupe or Shannon Garcia. Are you 
referring to the one that said she had just moved here?
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Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: She came up from the back of the room and said she would be more than 
happy as a teacher to volunteer. 

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: My wife knows her very well. We can ask her.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I know a few other people at the middle school as well. 

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: Maybe they will want to rotate it around. Maybe they don't want to do it 
every month. 

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Have someone be in charge of making sure someone is here. To be a 
translator.  Okay, I wrote down Amy on that, was that who was doing that too or is Wes doing 
that?  The translator part, making sure our translator...

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: I can get you Shannon Garcia's contact info, if that works.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: And then Amy, we need to pass some of these off, I have Amy's name by a lot 
of these.  I can get with the government teacher at the high school, I can get them involved.  

Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: Jody, with the translators, kind of like the invocation for the City Council, let's just 
start a list of all the translators and each meeting we go through the list and ask them to come 
until the one can come, because our invocation list is hundreds of people.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Make a list of willing people and get their contact info.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay perfect. Love it. Open houses we have missed.  You mentioned a couple 
of PowerPoint slides or something is that, in your open house do you do a PowerPoint slide that 
we could insert a CEAB slide or two, is that what…  

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: Just my thought is again. This committee has supported us in coming to our 
open houses, usually it is our rep.  So, I have had my rep, at times Jamie Wakefield when she 
was, she would get up and present some of that or talk about the purpose of CEAB and what 
she was doing on it and just get her face known and seen by my community to be able to be 
another avenue to bring it to you.  I don’t know that everybody does PowerPoint, I didn’t this 
year because we couldn't with COVID and what not, but if not that then again just a little flyer or
a sheet that could be available there for parents to pick up and understand your purpose.  And 
then when they see the reminder in my newsletter or whatever or get these email, oh yeah, I 
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remember them talking about that at the start of the year and I have this concern that I could 
bring forward or I just want to come and get involved with education.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Perfect.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: I can come up with a flyer and then bring it back to make sure everybody thinks 
it’s good or what we should put on it.

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: That was going to be one of my points, is we need to have a timeline as 
well.  So, when you set a goal, you got to set a timeline at what we are going to do, so next 
meeting we want to...

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Next meeting?

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: And we will have a list as well, so that we can gets this going pretty 
quickly.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Yes.  Okay, so that was kind of A. Some of them kind of go together.  So, B to 
provide a structured forum, does that mean form or forum, forum. where parents, teachers, 
administrators, and other members of the community may participate in decisions regarding the 
education of the children in the community and provide advice and recommendations on 
educational issues and policies to the Board of Trustees.  So, I think we have talked about the 
forum a little bit of possibly going into the schools, we have changed some things a bit, doing it 
at night, but is there any other suggestions on that?  I see....

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall:  Structure we use Robert's Rules of Order just to make sure that we 
are familiar and then I was going to look at the agenda tonight because usually they have a 
public comment, it will say for three minutes. Derogatory comments of nonpublic individuals or 
another public comment shall not be permitted.  So, there is outlined in those public comment 
things too, so that should be there.  But I think that’s just making sure that we are all familiar 
with that too, the Robert's Rules of Order, how to make a motion and second and, kinds of
things, to feel confident enough.  And we went over those earlier this year.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: C; to obtain consensus of students, parents, teachers, administrators and other 
members of the community that is geographically distanced from the administrative offices of 
the Board of Trustees regarding improvement of education to address the unique needs of the 
children in the community.  
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Minutes; 
Chair Thornley:  One of my thoughts was when we say consensus and stuff and we don't have 
very many people here. I know I talk to people in the grocery store and talk everybody's ears off 
and get a lot of opinions and stuff, but sometimes teachers and students are surveyed out 
maybe, but like do we have, what's another way.  I think we need people at the meetings, but is 
there another easier way to get people's consensus so their thoughts are there on...  Agenda 
items are really specifically for really working on something or a law or something like that.  Do 
we have any ideas on how to get more people that is maybe easier if they can't make it here? I 
don’t know…thoughts?.

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: Do we have a website, because I'm new to this. But is there anywhere 
parents can actually contact anybody or the Board?

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: We have a Facebook, Virgin Valley Schools. A Facebook page.

Minutes;
Board member Gallo:  I may not be comfortable.

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I wondered about the City because they have that for the Council 
members and stuff? I don't know if there is something they could set up just for CEAB?

Minutes;
Board member Gallo: Somewhere parents could come on and students and voice an opinion. 

Minutes; 
Council member Boger:  We could make an email address ceabchair@cityofmesquite.gov.

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: And they could contact us before meetings so that we have a heads up.  

Minutes: 
Council member Boger: Have that contact form on the CEAB page.  Is that hard to do?  That’s 
an easy fix for that.  And that would of course forward to our chair directly.  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: Because even if they can't come, they can still have… especially getting 
started many of them may not come, but if they see it starts to work and that they are being 
addressed, I think it would snowball and you would have a lot more people participating.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Julie, are our meetings the same as the City Council?  Can someone send in a 
public comment that then we can read?  Is that there?  
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Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: That would be a question for Tyson. I don't know if we are set up.  It is on here, 
but I think he would have to set it up to have an e-comment click on there, right?  

Minutes; 
Tyson Kennedy: We aren't using that anymore but we could turn it on for the meetings.  That’s 
something that I can show you how to do.  Tracy normally turns it on, but it's pretty simple and 
then... 

Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: So, it's already set up to where I could turn it on for this meeting?...

Minutes; 
Tyson Kennedy: Too late for this one.

Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: Well, no I mean for these ones, so I could go through and set that up.

Minutes;
Tyson Kennedy: Yeah, it works for any of our meetings. 

Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: It's there then, we just have to set it up.

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: Great so we just utilize what we already have. 

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Maybe an email too in case, to where they can send it straight to.  

Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: So, when they get on the website, they would see a little link that says e-
comment, they would click on it and they could type it in there.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: That would before the meeting?  

Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: It could be before or even during. 

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: So, if they can't make it but they still want to have something to say or 
have a question it can be addressed.  The more they feel involved, the more they are going to 
get involved.

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Who would read it?
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Minutes; 
Julie Goodsell: Usually with the City Council, Martine reads it but I could pull it up.  Somebody 
could have it pulled up to where you see how many comments or whatever and just read them 
in.  So, when it comes to the end of your item, say is there public comments and then you would 
look, there is an e-comment, you would read it and ...

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: So, I have a question, that Principal Jenkins can address this maybe 
for me. How would you feel about one of us coming out to talk with student council and getting 
their input, we have student councils at the high school, we have student councils at the middle 
school, you have the Leader in Me program, I am not sure about Mr. Bennett, maybe he could 
pull a few kids from a class to form a focus group of some kind.  How would you feel about us 
coming out to find out from the kids how they feel?

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: First of all, great. I think that would be wonderful, I think we have an avenue 
to broaden it a little bit in that our 5th grades do a Give Me Liberty program, where they are 
learning a lot about civic responsibility and things in the government and what not, so that might 
be a great avenue especially if we are looking to get a consensus from kids on how they are 
feeling about something or what not.  So, I think there is lots of avenues we could look at to do 
that and open it up quite a bit too, if one of you…

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: So, would The Give Me Liberty Program, the teachers, if they had our 
contact information, we could go out and visit with the class, a whole class at a time to discuss 
some things like that and get their input on their ideas and visions for the future and how to help 
facilitate change.  

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: And then the 4th grades standards and curriculum it's more based around 
Nevada, but it also ties in with the Nevada Government. So, I think both of those platforms
would be offering yourselves possibly as a resource to those grade levels and saying, hey, we 
just want to talk to them about civic responsibility and why this committee is here to what our 
purposes would be and how they could access that.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Thank you.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: That is a good idea.  Student Councils I like that.  Ask each principal that would 
be good.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Contact each Principal and find out who's over student council and 
those classrooms.  
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Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Want me to do that? I can do that.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Because each of our school reps could even...

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Oh, maybe I could have the school reps do it, find out, talk to the principal, 
okay, I will do that, I will sign that out because we only have Brooke here.  

Minutes; 
Board member Whipple: So, Jody I was going to mention that earlier when we were talking 
about how can we get groups here, government groups, things to the meeting, the high school
student council would be an amazing place to start with that and invite them to the meetings, if 
they want to switch off on which member or two of them at a time come, take notes on it, get the 
agenda, take it back and discuss it with the rest of them and the principal, I don’t know how 
many meetings they go to or necessarily what they are involved in.  I know the student 
government does the City Council meetings.  I have had kids, my own kids do those, but to be 
involved in, they are already involved as student council members in education, they should be 
coming to those, not just us going to them, but maybe coming to these and then as we go and 
speak to them, maybe they can have some input and speak to their peers as well in those 
meetings if we go to the schools.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Love it.  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: I think it is a great learning tool for them. Great idea.

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: It also states in the by-laws that as non-voting members we can have 
students on our board.  So, if they want to elect someone to represent the high school as a 
student representative to come, that I think the SOTs have that assigned as well, right.  There 
should be a student rep on the SOT team.  So, a student rep could come sit on our board as 
well to give input.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley I like that.  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: And so great for the students.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Would we just do high school?  

Minutes; 
Principle Jenkins: I feel funny that I am here but thank you I feel like, hey, I get a bit platform to 
be with you.  One of the things, you know, at the elementary level as we are looking, how do we 
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get parents in, it's a performance or something, I know for me, going up to the Eureka that has 
done fund raising and what not for me, I had each of my junior lighthouse team, which is what 
we call our student group at JL Bowler, they all came and presented on the habits and guess 
what, those parents showed up that evening too and then once they were in this venue they 
saw, oh, wait, what's going on here.  So, as you talked about especially the high school student 
council, it would be fun to have them just come and report about what are they doing as a 
committee, what are some of their challenges and what not, would that tie with some of your 
challenges or how could you support them in that.  So, for the high school I think that would be a 
great connection or the middle school even, and at the elementary level I could see our teams 
coming forward and presenting a little bit about what we are doing at our schools to do that, and 
at least for those meetings we would get those parents to bring them in.  See what you are.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Really good idea. I love that.  Thank you.  

Minutes; 
Board member Gallo: What another great model this would be for other school systems 
throughout the State to see what's going on here. 

Minutes: 
Chair Thornley: I love it! Okay.  Did I miss anybody? Yay that's awesome.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Next one, to work respectfully with students, parents, teachers, administrators, 
and the community, we did that.  I guess we can go to the duties because my question is and I 
am glad Trustee Williams is here; we need to report and get to the trustees and get a better 
connection there maybe, and I guess I am just looking for suggestions, if it’s just we want to
keep Trustee Williams informed or if it needs to be more during public comment or if it actually 
needs to be an agenda item.  It used to be an agenda item and we would go down and each 
CEAB had to report once a year and we also had to turn in our bylaws to be approved by 
CCSD.  We haven’t been doing that for quite a few years.  So, what do you think, Trustee 
Williams on that?  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: There were a couple of things I was thinking of, I wasn't here on the Board 
obviously, when you guys were doing all of the reporting, that was pre COVID and I wasn’t on 
the Board yet, but I think that maybe sending an email to the entire Board, also submitting it to 
public comment for the meetings whenever you do that, that way it is always in the record, you 
could still always have someone coming down and actually make an actual public statement, it 
is really kind of how you guys feel, it's a little more conducive to you guys, you guys are so far 
out, but the thing is that since you want there to be time for the board meeting, I would avoid it 
during really contentious board meetings or board meetings you think are going to be 
contentious because I don’t want your voices to be drowned out by whatever drama is going on.  
So, you guys have seen the board meetings, so hopefully this year it won't be as bad.  But, 
yeah, I would definitely start off with maybe at least putting in an email to all the board members 
just so that we have record that you guys are still reporting and things like that.  But I can take 
that question and I can bring it to the president of the Board and be like, hey, are we going to 
start having the CEABs start reporting again and then I think we need to, especially because 
you guys are so far out and there is others that are so far out. 
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Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay, perfect, at least an email, thank you Trustee Williams.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay. I was just reading through those again, the CEAB shout of duties to see 
if we hit everything.  Does anybody else see something else to talk about?  Amy...

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I just want to ask Trustee Williams, since we have her here, if I could 
ask her a question.  We talk about encouraging involvement and we are still lacking in subs and 
the process for getting subs approved and volunteers approved and things like that, has that 
changed at all or has, I don’t know, the process been streamlined at all or are we still having 
problems with a backlog of people applying or do you know anything about that?   

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: Initially what happened is there was a huge backlog when COVID shut down 
everything back in March 2020.  The state office where they do the fingerprinting, they didn’t 
increase anybody that works in that office and so the fingerprinting process went from six to 
eight weeks to about 12-16 weeks just to hire one person, and that’s a state issue that’s not a 
CCSD issue or any other school district issue, that is solely on the state, and so they did start 
streamlining that a little bit and so it is improved a little bit; and then as far as the subs go, they 
are through third party companies, so they have to be fingerprinted through them and back 
check to them and then back check to us and so that process itself is just really tough to 
streamline and we talk about it in the meetings a lot in our sessions and stuff just like people 
apply for a job and then four months later they are hired, this doesn’t make any sense, but we 
are losing actual people by doing that, but I would just say if you know people that want to be a 
sub, just continuously go through the process and then write down the issues that you are 
having with the hiring process, because I will tell you right now that most of the trustees don’t 
know.  We just don’t know because we are not briefed on the hard issues when subs are trying 
to apply and then they're not getting approved or they need this or they need that.  There have 
been stories in the last couple of weeks even where people have been trying to be substitute 
teachers and they have been denied even though they are fully qualified and so like where is 
that breakdown at and that’s what we are trying figure out too.  So, we don’t know every single 
issue, but initially it was because of fingerprinting and now it is because we have a third-party 
system and for some reason there is a breakdown somewhere in there and that’s what we are 
trying to figure out.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Thank you I have actually gone onto CCSD's website to apply for 
certain things like that too and I didn’t know that they for sure went forward with that third party 
system because everything on the website looks the same to me.  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: I want to say it was one of those December meetings or November meetings
is when we approved that, I can't remember quite when, but we have already been working with 
that company anyway, but then I believe there was a company prior to that that we were 
working with and we actually ended our contract with them.  So, there was a lot of change going 
on at the end of the year.  So, that was very much possible, especially the fact that most people 
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didn’t really know about it or anything like that.  But I just read a story about New Mexico just 
acting, the national guard becoming a sub, so I thought that was pretty interesting.  I am just 
saying that there will be a lot of students and maybe lot of push-ups everywhere.  Don’t get me 
wrong that will be the biggest ____ I have ever seen in my entire life, it would be funny for about 
five minutes.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Thank you I will look into that a little more and see what I can find out
and hopefully we can start advertising that it is a third-party system now and maybe that will 
help a little bit to get some more subs applying.  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: And again it's not just teacher shortage, we have staff shortages everywhere, 
we are in need of Bus Drivers, we have custodial shortages and this is in general, we have 
shortages in the district and that’s because I think society as a whole, we are not just really 
pushing people into education curves anymore and it is unfortunate, but, you guys can always 
email these questions, and most people there I think have my personal phone number, feel free 
to get it out, always fine with me, just give me a text message and schedule a call with me, I can 
always help, but I can't help if I don’t know.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: Alright thank you.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley any other questions or comments or things we missed on our duties or purpose?  
Any goals we want to add?  Go ahead.  

Minutes; 
Principal Jenkins: you know me. Just one more thing that I had a thought as you were talking 
about those duties and what not. There is a history reason of why we were taken on under the 
City of Mesquite, because there was a previous threat to Ms. Williams coming.  I feel like that 
may not have happened under her, but, you know, of trying to disband us and take that away.  
One thought I have along that line though is that the school district has had to, under the reorg 
law, commit to coming out quarterly to report to City Council.  It would be an interesting practice 
if we flip the tables the other way and said quarterly somebody from this team would take 
forward a message from Mesquite to the Board saying, hey we're out here, we're rural, we have 
some unique situations, I don’t know how you do that in three minutes, but just bringing forward 
and making sure they are aware.  I have always found the Board, when they know that we are 
here, like getting the gym done and those kinds of things, when we can go and get behind 
something and so to me it would be really interesting to foot that and say, like this next City 
Council meeting, we have our area lead and our person over us here in Mesquite coming to 
present to the Board, City Council Board.  If we looked at maybe quarterly, could a group go 
down or at least put in public comment to be read down there of, hey Mesquite is out here, here 
is what our schools are doing and we just want you aware as a Board that we are here and want 
to partner with you.  

Minutes;
Chair Thornley: Good idea.  Just let me throw this out, I am willing to go down and speak. It 
would be good to have a few, because you can sign up and then you can split it up and say, hey 
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you take this, you take this, so that we can get it reported within the three minutes each and we 
could coordinate that, but I am willing to go down, is there other people who are willing to 
carpool down and be there and speak at the trustee meeting?  

Minutes;
Board member Gallo: Yes.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I am.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Ok I have Pattie, Amy and myself.  Because I think that’s a great idea.  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: I also would not rule out work sessions.  We take public comment at work 
sessions also, the first Wednesday of every month.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Oh, okay, that too or a Work session sometimes there not as drama or as many 
comments.

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: Our work sessions are usually much shorter.  They are about three or four 
hours long, but that’s only because we schedule them for three to four hours long and then we 
also take public comment, we usually have maybe two or three people that will come to the 
work session, give us public comment and then they leave and so, but we listen to them too.  
So, and as long as we are not getting yelled at, we tend to listen a lot better.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Ok I won't yell. Wes, go ahead.

Minutes;
Council member Boger: So, when the district gives the quarterly reports to the City of Mesquite, 
it is actually happening this Tuesday, so actually it goes on our agenda and so I am just 
wondering whether it would be on a work session or a regular meeting if we don’t have to be 
limited to these three minutes and actually have it on your guys' agenda, Katie, what do you 
think?  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: You guys absolutely can, I was actually thinking about that.  You guys can 
write into the Board, or write here, like I am your representative.  So, if you guys wanted to do a 
presentation, I wouldn't say quarterly; if you're going to do that, I would probably do it maybe 
once or twice a year.  Because president Cepeda has truly said like we are only focusing on
student achievements this year and I said good, and I won't cause chaos since that’s truly what 
we're going to do.  So, if you guys wanted to do a 20-minute presentation on what you guys 
have going on in the Mesquite Valley Schools, then you guys can absolutely do that.  I can 
actually get her to do that and put it on the agenda because I am not the one that makes the 
agenda, the president makes the agenda with the superintendent and I think that would actually 
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be really, really good for the other communities to see, because you guys are not the only rural 
community, but if the other rural communities wanted to do that too I think that would be really 
beneficial, because you guys have different needs than the schools here in the City of Las 
Vegas and I think people tend to forget that, but if you guys are there in front of our face it would 
be pretty hard to forget you.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: Thank you.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: I like that. Would it be better to be scheduled to present at a work meeting? Or 
would it be at a trustee meeting?  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: It would probably be more beneficial to do it at a regular meeting.  Our work 
sessions are strictly dictated to working on the Board stuff.  So, our Board government policies 
and our Board, we do Board retreats and stuff with each other and that’s more so what our work 
sessions are for, it is for us to work with the superintendents directly.  They are open to the 
meeting because we have a forum, so we have to have them open.  It is a lot of public 
comment, but we are really not focused on district issues at that point, those are more for Board 
issues, and so I would say a regular board meeting would probably be better.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay.  So, I like that.  

Minutes;
Chair Thornley: Would I need to do anything to request that to be on the agenda? Is that 
something you would do to see how they feel about it?  Or should I send something…  

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: What you guys could do is write up what you guys would like to present on, 
maybe a slide deck of 8-10 slides and a 20-minute script of what you guys would like to talk on, 
allow 20 minutes for your presentation, allow 20 minutes or 10-12 minutes of questions from the 
Board, and then just put that timeline out, send it to me, let me talk to… and because that way if 
I have a record I will tell them, hey this is what they want to talk on and this is when.  It would be 
too late to do for the January 27th meeting, but you guys can do it in February, you guys can do 
it in March.  I would avoid May.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: So, who wants to put that together?   

Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: I would avoid May.

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay avoid May, noted.
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Minutes; 
Trustee Williams: Mainly because we have graduation going on and we are completely smoked 
by then.

Minutes: 
Chair Thornley: So, who on this Board wants to help get something together that we might 
present to the trustees? And does the City have to be involved in that? Making that or can we 
just do that?  We don’t have to run that by anybody at the City do we, does anybody know?  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: I don't believe we would.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: And present on what we are doing or our purpose?  Just present.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: I don't think we necessarily need a subcommittee do that.  I think we 
could have it in the next meeting where you have more input from those who aren’t here today 
as well to be part of that.  

Minutes;
Board member Marshall: So maybe we need to send out a followup email to today's meeting 
with some assignments, or next meeting please come prepared to give this.  But I also think that 
this is something not only for the Board of Trustees, but we could bring to City Council meeting 
too and say our schools in this area are working on these things and look at all the good and 
that helps promote education more as well and get more involvement and advertisement out 
there, if we come to City Council meeting and do that as well.  

Minutes; 
Council member Boger: I'm not sure I am speaking of the Council Meetings, we mentioned that 
quarterly report is happening this Tuesday and I do want anybody from CEAB or the community 
themselves, if they have any questions or anything, to be there for that.  Just a side note.  But I 
do love the idea of presenting that to Council.  It will give you guys a good dry run, whoever 
does it, well maybe not so much of a dry run, but less stressful maybe than doing it on the fly 
there, a little practice.  

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley: Okay, perfect, love it. We got quite the list.  Anything else?  Anymore ideas or 
suggestions or questions for our trustee or anything.  

Minutes; 
Board member Marshall: I think my last question just mentioning a followup email to make sure 
we have assignments out to the people that were not here.  We just need somebody to compile 
a list maybe and do that.
Minutes; 
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Chair Thornley: Okay, I can do that.  Make a list of assignments.  I'll do that so everybody knows 
what they are doing for next time.

4) Board Members Comments and Reports

4.1 Board member Comments and Reports

Minutes; 
Chair Thornley read this item by its title. There were no speakers.

5) Public Comment

5.1 Public Comment

Minutes;
Chair Thornley opened the meeting up to Final Public Comment. There were no speakers.

6) Adjournment

6.1 Adjournment

Minutes: 
Chair Thornley adjourned the meeting at 6:01 PM

____________________________ __________________________

Jody Thornley, Chair             Julie Goodsell, Deputy City Clerk


