
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
  

 TO: Board of County Commissioners 

            VIA:  Julian M. Willis, County Administrator   

 FROM: John Norris, County Attorney 

 DATE: January 12, 2022 

  SUBJECT: Police Accountability Board and Administrative Charging Committee 
  
 

Background: 

By 2021 Laws of Maryland Ch. 59, the Maryland Police Accountability Act of 2021 (the “Act”), the Board 

of County Commissioners is required to stand-up of a police accountability board and an administrative 

charging committee. The Act repeals the Law Enforcement Officer Bill of Rights and makes other 

substantial and substantive changes in how the activities of law enforcement officers are reviewed, as well 

as how changes can be made to the institution of law enforcement. For the Police Accountability Board 

(PAB), the Board of County Commissioners must: (1) establish the membership of, the budget and staff 

for a PAB; (2) address the appointment of a chair; and (3) establish the procedures for record-keeping by 

the PAB. That PAB’s charge is, among other things, to meet quarterly and report annually on what should 

be done to improve matters of policing. 

Each county must also have an Administrative Charging Committee (ACC) to serve countywide law 

enforcement agencies and local law enforcement agencies in the county. The County Commissioners 

appoint only two (2) of the five (5) members of the ACC, with the PAB Chair serving on the ACC and 

the PAB having two citizen appointments to the ACC. The principle function of the ACC is to consider 

evidence to determine if it is appropriate to administratively charge the police officer who is the subject 

of the investigation. If the determination is made that charges are appropriate, then recommend a penalty 

consistent with a disciplinary matrix approved by the State.  

Discussion: 

This Board gave direction to solicit public input on the performance of the County’s obligations under the 

Act. Commissioner Tim Hutchins aided in accelerating this process with a very detailed and well-reasoned 

first draft of a Resolution that thoroughly addressed the County’s obligations. Revisions were made based 

upon public input, and further public comment was solicited and received on that second draft. Revisions 

based upon public input created a public hearing draft for further input. The purpose of this meeting is to 

review the Record of the public hearing, and, if appropriate, take action.   

Fiscal Impact: 

Indeterminable; anticipated to be significant.  

Conclusion/Recommendation: 

Staff request a Motion to close the Record and adopt and enact a Resolution establishing the Calvert 

County Police Accountability Board and the Calvert County Administrative Charging Committee, and 

direct that both the Board and Committee work with the Sheriff and State’s Attorney to establish practices 

and procedures that maintain confidentiality and accomplish the objectives of each organization without 

interfering with the State’s Attorney’s duty to enforce criminal laws. 


