
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: February 15, 2022

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to 
execute the Purchase Agreement to replace the F550 
Dump Truck damaged in vehicle fire with a Chevrolet 
Silverado MD Dump Truck in an amount of 
$88,433.46

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to 
execute the purchase agreement with Platinum Chevrolet to purchase a Chevrolet 
Silverado MD Dump Truck to replace a previous Dump Truck damaged in vehicle fire at 
a cost of $88,433.46 which will be reimbursed from the city’s vehicle insurer for a no net 
cost to the city.

SUMMARY
On May 11th, 2021, while being utilized for standard roadway operations, the City’s 
F550 Dump Truck inadvertently caught fire. No one was injured in the incident and the 
vehicle was categorized by the City’s insurance carrier as a total loss. The City’s
insurance adjuster through Bay Cities Joint Powers Insurance Authority (BCJPIA) 
confirmed that the loss was no fault of the City and agreed to provide funds for the 
purchase of a replacement vehicle as well as cover the costs of a rental vehicle until 
City could take possession of the new vehicle.  

A replacement vehicle was originally located from Downtown Ford of Sacramento under 
California Multiple Award Schedules (CMAS) which allows the City to procure the 
vehicle without having to conduct its own multiple bidding but to ‘piggyback’ upon 
previously agreed upon rates and pricing in compliance with Public Contract Code.  
Once approval was secured by the city council to procure this vehicle, Downtown Ford 
no longer had suitable vehicles in stock.

City staff has visited several dealerships and has located a Chevy Silverado which can 
address all the Public Works Department’s needs at a cost of 88433.46.  The cost of 
this purchase is fully reimbursable from the City’s insurance carrier



BACKGROUND
On May 11th, 2021, while in the field working along Bridgeway, the City’s F550 Dump 
Truck’ engine compartment caught fire which spread into the driver’s compartment 
completely destroying the engine and interior.  No injuries were sustained by this 
incident.  Southern Marin Fire District responded to the incident and extinguished the 
blaze. The vehicle was transported to the US Army Corp of Engineers site pending and
investigation by the City’s insurance agent.  The City’s Insurance Adjuster determined 
there was no fault on the part of the City and that the cause of the fire was a coolant 
leak that ignited in the engine compartment.  

On November 9, 2021, the City Council authorized the City Manager to execute the 
purchase agreement with Downtown Ford to purchase a new F550 Dump Truck at a 
cost of $72,778.07. Following the council’s action, staff was informed by Downtown 
Ford that they no longer had any 2021 vehicles have would fit our need and that we 
would have to wait until mid-2022 to order a new vehicle.  In addition, it would take 
several months for the vehicle to be built, shipped and delivered to the city such that we 
would still be utilizing a rental vehicle over that period of time.

City staff has visited several different dealers including ford, chevy and dodge dealers 
and has located a 2020 Chevy Silverado MD which will suit Public Works needs.  The
cost of this vehicle is $94,333.46.  Platinum Chevrolet in Santa Rosa is including a 
manufacturers rebate in the amount of $5,900 such that the total cost for the vehicle is 
$88,433.46.  

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
The dump-truck, which was totaled in the vehicle fire, is an essential tool for the 
Department of Public Works staff and is also used by the Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Its replacement is necessary to continue essential functions of the city’s 
maintenance divisions.  As the fire and the destruction of the vehicle was no fault of the 
city, our insurance company will replace the vehicle entirely.  

Funding for the replacement of the dump truck is covered under the city’s insurance 
policy and covers the cost of rental of a replacement truck until the City can take 
possession of the new vehicle.  

ALTERNATIVES
None

FISCAL IMPACT
For a purchase exceeding $30,000 Chapter 3.30 of the Municipal Code requires the 
City Council approval.  The cost of the new dump truck is $88,433.46 which will be 
reimbursed by the city’s Insurance Group, Bay Cities Joint Powers Insurance Authority
(BCJPIA).



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Authorize the City Manager to execute the purchase agreement with Platinum 
Chevrolet to purchase a Chevrolet Silverado MD Dump Truck to replace a previous 
Dump Truck damaged in vehicle fire at a cost of $88,433.46 which will be reimbursed 
from the city’s vehicle insurer for a no net cost to the city.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 Resolution 
Attachment 2 Price Quote from Platinum Chevrolet dated 1/28/2022
  
PREPARED BY: Kevin McGowan, Director of Public Works and City Engineer
REVIEWED BY: Vivian Chu, Finance Director
REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Zapata, City Manager


