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RECOMMENDED MOTION: Adopt a resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Sausalito Endorsing the Declaration of a Climate Emergency and Requesting the
Prioritization of Sustainability within the City of Sausalito and Regional Collaboration in 
Support of an Immediate and Just Transition

SUMMARY
Many jurisdictions are adopting climate emergency declarations.  In response to
requests from the public to support a similar declaration by the City of Sausalito, the 
Sustainability Commission recommends the adoption of the attached resolution which 
is in alignment with the plans and programs of the General Plan and directs the City 
Council and City Manager to prioritize climate change mitigation in their plans and 
strategies. 

BACKGROUND
Since acceptance of the Climate Action Plan in 2015, the City of Sausalito has 
embarked upon a wide range of measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. These
measures include adopting the Low Emissions Action Plan in 2019, establishing the 
Sea Level Rise Task Force in 2021, adopting a Sustainability Element as a part of the 
General Plan update in February of 2021, and planning for the first electric vehicle 
chargers to be installed in public parking lots.

Declaring a climate emergency is an action taken by governments and institutions to
acknowledge that humanity is in a climate emergency. Many jurisdictions are signing a 
Climate Emergency Resolution as an act of solidarity and leadership to address climate 
change in the next 10 years. The first declaration was made in December 2016 in 
Australia, and since then over 1,870 local governments in 28 countries have made 
climate emergency declarations, including over 130 in the United States.



Jurisdictions in California that made climate emergency declarations include the Cities 
of Los Angeles, Oakland, Sacramento, Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara, San Jose, the City 
and County of San Francisco, as well as the Counties of San Mateo, Sonoma, and 
Santa Barbara. Locally the Larkspur, San Rafael, Fairfax, San Anselmo, and the 
County of Marin have recently taken actions to declare a climate emergency.

At its regular meeting on January 13, 2022, and in response to requests from members 
of the public, the City of Sausalito Sustainability Commission recommended that the
City Council adopt a resolution declaring a climate emergency in Sausalito. Cities and 
organizations around the world, and locally within our county, have signed petitions and
adopted resolutions supporting a declaration of climate emergency. Adoption of the 
attached draft resolution would endorse the declaration and reinforce the City’s
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to educate the community about 
the climate emergency. Local adoption may inspire other communities, states, and the 
federal government to follow.

The declaration provides many reasons for the need for immediate action and 
references already adopted greenhouse gas reduction goals from the City Climate 
Action Plan. The draft resolution establishes that climate change is a high priority for 
the City Council during its annual goal setting and directs the City Manager to pursue 
funding and mitigation measures including the appointment of staff to implement those 
measures.  

The General Plan has many goals related to protection of all aspects of the City’s
environment within Chapter 6 – Environmental Quality Element, Chapter 7 – Health, 
Safety, and Community Resilience Element, and Chapter 8 Sustainability – Climate 
Change Mitigation and Resiliency Element.  These elements include policies and 
programs that promote community sustainability through effective management of 
renewable and non-renewable natural resources, energy conservation, solid waste 
management and recycling, natural area resource conservation, and resiliency in the 
built environment.  This resolution is in support of the general plan goals included in 
these chapters. 

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS
No amendment to the Sausalito Municipal Code is proposed with this resolution.  The 
resolution is in alignment with the Sausalito General Plan.  The resolution directs the
City Council and city staff to consider the implications of climate change in their policies 
and strategies.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the Resolution declaring a climate 
emergency directing the City to take accelerated and comprehensive action to address 
the climate crisis.



FISCAL IMPACT
There are no anticipated direct fiscal impacts of adopting the attached resolution.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Adopt the attached resolution.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 – Draft Resolution

PREPARED BY: Alaina Lipp, Assistant Planner     
REVIEWED BY: Jim Moore, Community Development Director
REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Zapata, City Manager


