




































































































































































































































Sausalito Citywide Historic Context Statement 

F. Post-war Development (1946-1975)

The end of World War II was greeted with a collective sigh of relief by most Sausalitans, many of whom 

were happy to have their community back. However, the Sausalito that they had known before the war 

had irreversibly changed. As most of the migrant shipyard workers scattered, the city's population shrank 

to near its pre-war total of 3,500. However, within a year or two, suburban development began to cause 

the population to rise again. The city's population reached 4,828 in 1950, Sausalito's highest recorded 

population in any decennial census to date, but still 2,000 shy of the 6,000 high-water mark estimate in 

1943 between the 1940 and 1950 decennial censuses. 

Despite the influx of thousands of African American shipyard workers to the Sausalito area during World 

War II, the population of Sausalito remained overwhelmingly white (99%) in 1950, with 10.5% of that total 

being foreign-born (mainly Portuguese and ltalian).128 Meanwhile, the adjoining unincorporated enclave 

of Marin City evolved into a largely African American community as white shipyard workers returned to 

their home states or moved elsewhere in the region. During the 1950s and 1960s, Marin City attracted 

more African Americans, as relatives of former shipyard workers moved to California from the Mississippi 

Delta, Texas, and Oklahoma to escape the strictures of the Jim Crow South. But with racial covenants 

still commonly used in many Bay Area communities, including the City of Sausalito, Marin City's African 

American population had few alter-native housing choices, forcing them to stay in Marin City. The 

city's northerly boundary remained at Nevada Street until the 1970s, mainly because the owner of 

Mason's Distillery did not want his property to be annexed by the City (Figure 74). 129 The remainder of 

the Nevada Street Valley neighborhood was not annexed until 1978. 

12s U.S. Burec1u of the Census.
129 "Judges won't Interfere in Sausalito," San Francisco Chronicle (August 1, 1947). 2.
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Figure 74. Official Map of Sausalito, 1938. 
Source: Sausalito Department of Community Development 

Tension between overwhelmingly White and middle-to-upper class Sausalito and historically Black and 

working-class Marin City char-acterized much of the postwar era. Newspapers from the 1950s and 

1960s contain many articles documenting tensions between Blacks and Whites, including 

discriminatory treatment of African American patrons by some local businesses and the de-facto 

segregation of Black children in under-resourced public schools. 130Although Sausalito never formally 

annexed the unincorporated community, Marin City remained within Sausalito's sphere of influence 

until 2010 when it was removed. Nevertheless, the histories the two communities remains intertwined 

and Sausalito and Marin City continue to share an elementary school district and sewer infrastructure. 131 

Sausallto's historical relationship to Marin City continues to have ramifications to the present day, as 

evidenced by the 2019 court order to end unequal treatment of Black students attending a 

segregated school in Marin City. 132 

uo "Police Order Negroes out of Sausalito," San Francisco Chronicle (November 3, 1946), 9. 
131 

Tamalpals High School is shared by Sausalito, Marin City, Mill Valley, Strawberry, and the unincorporated West Marin com
munities of Bolinas, Muir Beach, and Stinson Beach. 
132 James Rainy, "A Tiny Marin County District got California's First School Desegregation Order In 50 Years," Los Angeles Times 
(September 22, 2019). 
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