
STAFF REPORT
CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: February 8, 2022

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt Resolution Approving a City-Wide Sausalito 
Historic Context Statement

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Community Development

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Adopt a Resolution approving a City-wide Historic 
Context Statement.

SUMMARY
The purpose of this staff report is to request City Council adoption of the Citywide Historic 
Context Statement. Since the 1970’s, the Sausalito General Plan, past and present, 
includes a variety of policies and programs aimed at protecting and enhancing the
community's character and its historic resources. In 2012, the California Office of Historic 
Preservation (OHP) awarded the City a CLG grant to fund the preparation of a Historic 
Context Statement (HCS) as a preliminary step in identifying and evaluating Sausalito’s 
historical resources. A HCS is a policy document that will help assist city staff and 
Commissioners, citizens, and other stakeholders gain a better understanding of the 
historical themes and patterns that have shaped the city over time. It will also provide 
insight into Sausalito’s unique inventory of property types, as well as laying out the integrity 
thresholds and registration requirements that these properties must meet to qualify for 
local, state, and national registers. Christopher VerPlanck, principal of VerPlanck Historic 
Preservation Consulting, has been hired by the City to prepare the Sausalito Citywide HCS.
The Final Draft HCS has been prepared and vetted by the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC) and the Planning Commission. As the next step in the approval 
process, staff is requesting consideration and adoption of the HCS by the City Council.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION
On October 26, 2021, the City Council reviewed the revised Draft Historic Context 
Statement (HCS).  The HCS was amended to include the following:

 Land Acknowledgement added 
 Corrected references to Sausalito’s current Sphere of Influence
 Separated the Coast Miwok Period and Spanish and Mexican Periods into distinct and 

separate period of significance
 Recognition that racial housing covenants existed in the City of Sausalito and Marin 



County 
 A discussion on the impact that the slow growth movement had on the lack of racial and 

socioeconomic diversity in Sausalito
 Revised reference to Cypress Ridge

As directed by the City Council at the meeting, on November 18, 2021, the Historic 
Preservation Committee (HPC) reviewed the proposed revisions and all public comment
(Agenda Item 6.b) and on December 15, 2021, the Planning Commission (PC) also 
conducted a public meeting to review the proposed revisions, considered all public 
comment, and considered the Historic Preservation Commission’s recommendation
(Agenda Item 6.A).

After reviewing the proposed amended language and all public comment, the following is a 
summary of the HPC and PC comments:

1. Marinship should be included in the proposed HSC.
In response to the public comment from Mr. DiRe, a Historic Context Statement and 
survey of properties was previously prepared for the Marinship. A link to the Marinship
Historic Context Statement can be found at:
https://www.sausalito.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/9344/636326254065130000). 
The HPC and the PC recommends that a reference and link to the Marinship Historic 
Context Statement should added to the final HSC.

2. Annexation References
In response to the public comment received from Councilmember Cleveland Knowles 
and Mr. Scriba, the HCS has been updated to reflect the City’s annexation history. The 
HPC and the PC support the amendments.

3. Land Acknowledgement Statement (page iii)
The HPC and the PC finds the proposed land acknowledgement statement language is 
acceptable and also acknowledges that staff will be working with the Federated Indians 
of Graton Rancheria (FIGR) to finalize the exact language.  The HPC and the PC
requests to review the final language if the language has been changed based on 
direction from the FIGR.

4. Corrected references to Sausalito’s current Sphere of Influence (page 3 and 112)
In response to the public comment received from Councilmember Cleveland Knowles,
reference to Sausalito’s current sphere of influence has been corrected and the HPC 
and the PC finds the proposed language acceptable.

5. Coast Miwok Period and Spanish and Mexican Periods into distinct and separate
period of significance (page 19)
The HPC and the PC finds the proposed language acceptable.

6. Recognition that racial housing covenants existed in the City of Sausalito and 



Marin County (page 111 and 121)
The HPC and the PC finds the proposed language relating to this item is not consistent 
with the guidance provided by the California Office of Historic Preservation regarding
“Writing Historic Context Statements” (see Attachment 4).

7. A discussion on the impact that the slow growth movement had on the lack of 
racial and socioeconomic diversity in Sausalito (page 121 and 128)
The HPC with concurrence from the PC suggested that the statement would be more 
appropriate for a Marin County General Plan or a Marin County HSC and
recommended that it was not appropriate for this document based on the similar 
reasoning as addressed in the above item no. 6.  

8. Revised reference to Cypress Ridge (page 130)
In response to the public comment received from Councilmember Cleveland Knowles, 
reference to Cypress Ridge has been changed from park to a reserve. The HPC and 
PC finds the proposed language acceptable.

9. Public Comment 
The HPC and the PC finds that all public comment has been addressed.  

In summary, with the exception of the below, both the HPC and the PC are recommending 
City Council accept revisions to the revised HCS:

a. Recognition that racial housing covenants existed in the City of Sausalito and Marin 
County; and

b. The discussion on the impact that the slow growth movement had on the lack of racial 
and socioeconomic diversity in Sausalito.

While the HPC and the PC find merit in the aforementioned subject matter, both 
Commissions recommend finding an alternative policy document, such as the Housing 
Element, to include reference to redlining, racial housing covenants, and the lack of racial 
and socioeconomic diversity in Sausalito.

In terms of the “Land Acknowledgement Statement”, staff is still working with the FIGR to 
finalize the exact language. As the COVID-19 pandemic/epidemic still presents its 
workplace challenges, staff is recommending the proposed Land Acknowledgement 
Statement as shown in page iii of the document be approved and if the FIGR requests an 
amendment to the language, then staff will bring back the revised language to the HPC 
and PC for review as recommending by the HPC and PC.  The Draft Resolution 
(Attachment 1) includes language to allow amendments to the HCS if the FIGR requests 
such amendments to the statement.



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Adopt a Resolution approving a City-wide Historic Context Statement.

ATTACHMENT
Attachment 1- Draft Resolution
Attachment 2- Final Draft Historic Context Statement- February 2022
Attachment 3- Final Draft Amended Redlined Historic Context Statement
Attachment 4- Writing Historic Context Statements
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