
     Pollinator Protection Fund of Laguna Beach     
 
    Proposal for a MONARCH BUTTERFLY AND POLLINATOR GARDEN  
                          for BLUEBIRD PARK 
 
Submitted to the Recreation Committee for the City of Laguna Beach     February 1, 2022 
 
Project Rationale / Need: 
The Pollinator Protection Fund (“PPF”) is working to establish additional Monarch Butterfly 
habitat areas across the City of Laguna Beach by planting Monarch Butterfly gardens with a 
significant educational element. These gardens will provide much needed food and breeding 
grounds for endangered Western Monarch Butterflies in the form of year-round blooming plants 
which are planted specifically for Monarch Butterflies, together with native milkweed for 
Monarch eggs and larvae. 
Western Monarch Butterflies, despite an improvement in numbers in 2021, are still at a 95% 
decline when compared with the numbers as measured only 20 years ago.  
Bluebird Park presents a superb opportunity for Monarch Butterfly conservation, education and 
awareness and for Laguna Beach to have its own small colony of Monarchs established over 
time (for example, nearby Monarch Beach gained its name from the prolific numbers of 
Monarch Butterflies that once inhabited the area). As Bluebird Park is surrounded by Eucalyptus 
trees – the favorite tree of choice for overwintering Monarch Butterflies – the opportunity to 
establish a colony of Western Monarch Butterflies that overwinter in the park is a real possibility 
with the right habitat to sustain them.   
 
Our Request to the City of Laguna Beach:  
We are asking for permission to create a Monarch Butterfly Garden in Bluebird Park  
(address: 772 Cress St, Laguna Beach, CA 92651) in two sections ‘A’ and ‘B’ as shown on 
the map below: 
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Section A is located in the SW area of Bluebird Park on the slope to the north of the picnic tables 
and to the east of the stairway that goes up to Calliope Street. PPF proposes to add a significant 
number of plants in this area with minimal interference with existing plants (and with open 
consultation and cooperation with the City’s professional maintenance staff).  This area also has 
irrigation in place. 
* The educational sign would be installed at the foot of the slope of Section A, just behind  
   the wooden posts that are in already in place (approximately in line with the view from the  
   picnic table in the photo below on the left – refer also to page 7 for a photo of the type of sign).  
* The broad outline of Section A is proposed to be as shown below in the photo on the right.  
 

    
 
 
 
* We do not propose to remove existing plants (unless specifically approved by designated  
   City maintenance professionals).  
* The available “fill-in” space can be seen in the photos above (especially in the photo on  
   the right) and in the photos appearing below, all relating to Section A: 
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         Photos relating to Section A (continued) 
 

    
 
    
 
 
Section B is proposed as a fairly small area (approximately 12 feet by 10 feet) located on the 
eastern slope, as marked on the map and as shown in the photos below. This smaller area, near 
the bottom of the slope, stands apart from the flat grass area of the “back corner” of the eastern 
part of Bluebird Park. We believe that Section B can provide valuable additional habitat – fairly 
close to the flat grass area that gets the most use by park-goers, while still being far enough away 
that Section B has not normally been needed or used by people. 
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         Photos relating to Section B (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
BLUEBIRD PARK – An Excellent Location for a Monarch Butterfly Garden: 
Bluebird Park is a highly utilized park graced by a number of Eucalyptus trees. The park was 
developed in a bowl-like setting and is protected from traffic in a quiet street with good public 
access. With the excellent playground, the park is frequented by children and families, and it is 
used for children’s events and concerts in Laguna Beach as well as for day-to-day recreational 
use.  
 
Educational Awareness: 
Bluebird Park will be a great place for an educational garden to help spread awareness about the 
plight of Western Monarch Butterflies, their life cycle, host plants and what people can do in 
their own towns, backyards and doorsteps to help Monarch Butterflies. A large number of people 
can be reached at this location via educational signage – this is one of the features that makes it 
such a good choice for a Monarch Butterfly garden, together with its protected topography and 
the availability of space.  
 
 
PPF Success with Heisler Park (2021) and this Proposal for Bluebird Park (2022): 
Heisler Park (2021):  In August 2021, the Laguna Beach City Council, acting on the 
recommendation of the Recreation Committee, unanimously approved the PPF’s earlier proposal 
(initiated in May 2021) to create Monarch Butterfly habitat in Heisler Park. At the time, the 
Recreation Committee expressed their support for the idea of having us create additional gardens 
for Western Monarchs. The first of our gardens, in Heisler Park, had been substantially 
completed, with additional plants (native milkweed and other plants) coming in later for reasons 
of seasonal availability. We have found that planting flowers gradually over time works well 
when planting an area of 200 square feet or more. We have found that this works well because 
we can see how the plants bed in, grow and acclimatize to the soil.  
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Bluebird Park (2022):  For Bluebird Park, we propose to plant an area of approximately 500 
square feet (in two sections) which we will do over the course of four months. This time also 
allows for thorough communication with city staff and city grounds keepers.  
The Pollinator Protection Fund will be carrying out the majority of the planting and will work to 
liaise with city staff and an appropriate educational signage company. The design for the sign 
already exists (in Heisler Park – see page 7) and can be produced easily now that it is on file with 
the sign making company.  
 
Our proposed timeline for the creation of this garden is May 1st to August 1st 2022 – including 
the creation and implementation of an aluminum educational sign of 3 feet by 2 feet.  
Following on from the creation of our first Monarch Butterfly garden, we have a list of 
volunteers to help with this project including watering and maintenance.  
 
The completion of planting milkweed and nectar-giving plants and shrubs will result in a 
flourishing Monarch Butterfly and Pollinator Garden. Monarch Butterflies will be able to lay 
their eggs, feed in both larval and butterfly form and pupate. We will create shaded and protected 
areas for Monarch larvae in the heat of summer through intelligent planting. We aim to support 
the entire life cycle of the Monarch Butterfly, with support for other pollinators as well. 
 
 
Funding: 
We have been awarded a grant of approximately $5,200 by the Monarch Joint Venture (a non-
profit organization with funding from the US Forestry Commission) to create a Monarch 
Butterfly Garden in Bluebird Park. Therefore, as was the case with Heisler Park, we are not 
asking the City for any monetary contribution to this project. We will of course appreciate the 
access to the identified areas in Bluebird Park (Section A and Section B) 
 
 
Educational Awareness: 
PPF has successfully implemented the following educational sign in Heisler Park and proposes 
to implement the same sign (or very similar) for Bluebird Park. 
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Following is a photo of the educational sign as installed in Heisler Park in January 2022: 
 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU 
 
We would again like to express our thanks for having allowed us to create the first  
Monarch Butterfly and Pollinator Garden, in Heisler Park, and we hope the  
Recreation Committee and the City Council for Laguna Beach will support our proposal  
for the next garden (and educational signage) for Bluebird Park. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by the  
Pollinator Protection Fund of Laguna Beach 
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