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MEETING DATE: February 8, 2022

AGENDA TITLE: City Manager Report / COVID-19 Update

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Administration

Summary: This report prepared by Director of Communications Abbot Chambers outlines the 
City of Sausalito’s current response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the surge in cases related 
to the Omicron variant. An accompanying oral report at the February 8 meeting will include any 
new developments since the time the written report was prepared.

Omicron
The number of cases of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 reached a peak in California and 
Marin on approximately January 10 and has been slowly but steadily declining since that time. 
Despite the highest case rates since the beginning of the pandemic, high vaccination rates and 
the reduced severity of Omicron have kept hospitalizations to a manageable level. 

The consensus among health experts is that we can expect more COVID-19 variants in the 
coming months and years, but that vaccines and boosters should continue to blunt their 
severity. 

Masks and PPE
The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) requires all individuals in indoor public 
settings to wear a face covering regardless of vaccination status through February 15, 2022. It 
is unknown at this time if the order will be extended. The City of Sausalito is currently enforcing 
the mandate for employees and the public in all City offices and indoor facilities. Although San 
Francisco was able to parlay a previous exemption from CDPH into partially ending the indoor 
mask mandate as of February 1, this is not an option for Marin.

CDPH guidance also recommends wearing N95, KN95, KF94, or double masks for additional 
protection against airborne virus particles. Employers are required to provide N95 masks for 
unvaccinated employees to wear in indoor settings. The City of Sausalito has acquired a stock 
of N95 and KN95 masks, and they are currently available to all employees on a self-serve basis, 
along with PPE supplies like hand sanitizer and sterile wipes. 



COVID Testing for Staff
Under a Marin County public health order, public safety personnel who are unvaccinated must 
be tested for COVID-19 every week. For its employees in this category, the Sausalito Police 
Department provides rapid antigen test kits, and employees report their results directly to HR. A 
county public health order requiring booster shots or weekly testing for public safety personnel 
will go into effect on March 1, 2022.

HR-purchased rapid antigen kits are also scheduled to be distributed to other City departments 
during the week of January 31. Use of these kits will be at the discretion of individual 
employees. 

COVID Testing for the Community
Free COVID tests by nasal swab are currently available at two locations in Sausalito. 

Tests are offered Friday through Tuesday from 10am to 7pm at a shed in the City Hall parking 
lot maintained by Covid Clinic. In addition to free PCR tests, Covid Clinic provides a variety of 
expedited tests at costs ranging from $129  to $319. During the week of January 1, Covid Clinic 
conducted a total of 567 tests in Sausalito, its busiest week to date. 

A mobile testing van provided by Curative through an arrangement with the County of Marin 
also provides tests from 10am to 4pm every Wednesday at Parking Lot 2 in downtown 
Sausalito. 
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