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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommended Council Action(s): 
Staff recommends that the City Council receive an overview of options regarding the sale, possession, and 
use of fireworks and public fireworks display in the City of Cloverdale, including the placement of a ballot 
measure on an upcoming election, and provide direction to staff. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Background: 

“Safe and Sane Fireworks,” also known as “State approved fireworks,” are defined in California Health and 
Safety Code sections 12529 and 12562 and the relevant sections of Title 19, California Code of Regulations 
Subchapter 6.  Section 15.14 of the Cloverdale Municipal Code enables the sale of safe and sane fireworks 
subject to meeting the conditions, including the times and locations set forth in the Municipal Code.  These 
fireworks are considered “legal” fireworks most often sold by non-profit groups for fundraising purposes.  
Illegal fireworks continue to be prohibited under State law and are not impacted by the City’s Code.  In 
addition, the Municipal Code provides for the public display of fireworks.  The Municipal Code defines the 
Public display of fireworks “as a means an entertainment feature where the public is admitted or permitted 
to view the display or discharge of fireworks by a licensed pyro-technician.”  
 
Over the past four years, Sonoma County has experienced an increasing number of Red Flag Warning 
Weather Days throughout our community that drives up the frequency of increased fire risk. Several 
devastating wildfires (i.e., Pocket, Tubbs, Nuns, Kincade, and Glass/Walbridge Fire) have impacted Sonoma 
County and the City of Cloverdale.  Most recently, the Kincade Fire, which started around Geyserville, 
burned over 75,000 acres in Sonoma County, and forced mandatory evacuations throughout Sonoma 
County. The City has also been subject to PG&E power shutoffs that have affected the City’s critical 
infrastructure systems.  According to PG&E, power outages are anticipated to continue into the foreseeable 
future during forecasted extreme weather (low humidity and/or high wind speeds). The continuation of 
power outages could impact the City and Fire District’s ability to respond to fire and other emergencies. 
Furthermore, persistent drought conditions have increased the amount, and extent of dry vegetation in the 
surrounding landscapes that have in turn generated significant fire hazards and increased public concern.    

Due in part to the recent emergency events, the Council has received requests from community members to 
consider a ban on the sale and use of safe and sane (legal) fireworks.  Currently, Cloverdale is the only 
remaining city in Sonoma County that permits the sale of safe and sane fireworks.  Most, if not all, cities 
continue to allow the public display of fireworks when part of a larger event (e.g., Independent Day 
Celebration) hosted and inspected by the Fire Marshall. During past deliberations on whether to ban or 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=12529
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=12562
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prohibit the sale of sane fireworks, proposed restrictions have been met with resistance by community 
members and local non—profit organizations supported by funding derived from the sale of safe and sane 
fireworks.  

Whether to prohibit the sale and use of “safe and sane” fireworks have been raised by both the Council and 
the residents over the years.  The City Council directed staff to provide options related to the regulation of 
fireworks and also options regarding how the City could place this important topic before the voters at an 
upcoming election. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary: 
The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss options regarding the sale and use of safe and sane fireworks 
that typically occur or are planned on the Fourth of July. This agenda item, and the attached memorandum 
from the City Attorney, provide the Council with information and options as to potential next steps 
regarding the regulation of fireworks.  Staff is seeking direction from Council regarding what step or steps it 
wishes to take. 
 
Option 1: Adopt an Ordinance amend the Municipal Code to prohibit the sales and use of fireworks in the 
City. Section 15.14 of the Cloverdale Municipal Code includes provisions for the sale of safe and sane 
fireworks. Amendment of the Municipal Code to prohibit the sale of and use of legal fireworks could be 
accomplished through adoption of an Ordinance amending the Municipal Code to prohibit or restrict the 
sales and use of fireworks.  Upon adoption, the sales and use of legal fireworks could only be further 
restricted or disallowed completely.   
 
Option 2: Prohibit the sales and use of fireworks in the City for one year under the City’s current Municipal 
Code. The current adopted Fireworks Ordinance embodied in the Cloverdale Municipal Code provides the 
authority to the City Council to prohibit the sales and discharge of safe and sane fireworks in a particular 
sales year due to the threat to public health, safety, and welfare. Cloverdale Municipal Code section 
15.14.695(B) states in part, “the City Council may in any given fireworks sales year prohibit the sale and 
discharge of safe and sane fireworks upon determining that conditions exist in the City, that may include, 
but are not limited to, fire weather events, fuel moisture, drought, limitations on available firefighting 
forces and/or other condition, that the City Council finds creates an extreme danger to the public health 
and safety and/or life and property of the residents, businesses and visitors of the City. In its sole discretion, 
the city council may consult with the Cloverdale Fire Protection District prior to prohibiting the sale and 
discharge of safe and sane fireworks in any given fireworks sales year.” 
 
Permitted sales and use of fireworks would be reinstated in a following year, with considerations to 
provisions that may be necessary to address current issues or concerns.  
 
Option 3: Place a ballot measure on an upcoming election to enable the voters of the City of Cloverdale to 
consider whether to prohibit the sales, possession, and use of fireworks in the City.  
 
 Option 3 a – Place a Council-sponsored measure on the ballot - Ordinance Prohibiting the Sale, 
Possession, and Use of Fireworks within the City of Cloverdale.  The City Council may submit a proposition to 
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the voters to repeal, amend, or enact an ordinance. The election on such measures can be held during the 
general municipal election or at a special election, including any established statewide election. When the 
City Council submits a measure to the electorate, whether the proposed legislation is adopted depends upon 
the results of the election. The proposed Ordinance approving fireworks would be adopted if the measure 
were approved by at least 50% of the voters. It would become effective ten days after the results of the 
election are certified. 
 
A City-sponsored ballot measure empowers voters to decide whether to enact a proposed ordinance. Staff 
and the City Council would be responsible for drafting a proposed fireworks ordinance, but once submitted 
to the voters, the City Council would not be able to re-draft it, and if voters approved the measure, the 
Ordinance would be adopted and go into effect.  
 
 Option 3 b – Place an advisory measure on the ballot. This option entails placing an advisory 
measure on the ballot to seek voter opinion on whether to adopt an ordinance prohibiting the sales and 
use of legal fireworks in the City. An advisory measure seeks to inform the Council where the community 
stands on a particular issue, but it does not have any legal or binding effect. 
 
Option 4: No change. Permitted fireworks sales and use will continue.  
 
Due to significant division amongst the community over whether to continue or prohibit the sales and 
discharge of safe and sane fireworks, the Council is requested to discuss and consider options for 
addressing this significant policy matter.  
 
Staff is coordinating with the Registrar of Voters on the cost and timeline associated with placing a measure 
on the ballot.  Additional information regarding the cost of placing a ballot measure is expected to be 
provided during the Council’s review of this matter. Depending on the option preferred by the City Council, 
the City Council may desire to review additional issues related to the preferred decision, including public 
Fireworks Displays/events, the City’s role in sponsoring or supporting a fireworks event (or an alternative 
such as a laser show) and how and if to address potential loss of fundraising revenue from local non-profits 
that derive revenue from the sale of safe and sane fireworks.   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Options: 
The following options are available:  

1. Adopt an Ordinance prohibiting the sale of safe and sane (legal fireworks); or 
2. Temporarily ban the sale of safe and sane fireworks due to current conditions. 
3. Placing a ballot measure before the voters to decide on either an advisory measure or Ordinance 

prohibiting the sale of safe and sane; or 
4. Keep current regulations in place; or 
5. Provide alternative direction to City Staff. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Subcommittee Recommendation: 
The Finance Administration & Police Subcommittee recommended City staff present options for the potential 
prohibition of the sale of safe and sane fireworks to the City Council for consideration.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Budget/Financial Impact: 
If the City Council submits the question to the voters, estimated costs vary depending on the timing of the 
election selected. The estimated cost of placing it on the ballot would range from $1.50-$3.50/voter.  
 
Estimated costs for holding a stand-alone Special Election vary based on the date but would likely cost more 
than consolidation. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attachments: 

1. Memorandum regarding Placement of Ballot Measure on Election 


