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TO: David Ames, Chair, PPC Committee 
FROM: Joshua Gruber, Deputy Town Manager 
CC: Marc Orlando, ICMA-CM, Town Manager 
DATE: January 19, 2022 
SUBJECT Helper Motor Assisted Bicycles (E-Bikes) 

Recommendation: Staff recommends that consistent with South Carolina Code of Laws 56-1-
10(29), Town Council adopt an ordinance defining the various classes of Pedal Assisted Bicycles 
(E-Bikes) and permit the operation of Class 1 and Class 2 bicycles only on the Town’s multi-use 
pathways. Further, staff recommends Town Council consider the adoption of certain regulations 
for all bicycle rental related activities to include the issuance of mandatory educational/safety 
training materials and the utilization of technology on e-bikes to limit the maximum speed at 
which a helper motor will continue to supply power. 

Summary:  As a result of multiple stakeholder meetings and comprehensive legal research, staff 
created a presentation for the Public Planning Commission on potential amendments to the Code 
of the Town of Hilton Head Island to address e-bike usage.   
 
Background:  As e-bikes have gained in popularity across the country, they have begun to appear 
on the pathways and beaches of Hilton Head Island in ever greater numbers. In 2019, the SC 
legislature classified certain electric bicycles, that at least from a regulatory standpoint, are to be 
considered the same as pedal powered bicycles. Through research, public input and feedback, 
staff has concluded that certain electric bicycles should be allowed for use on public property. 
However, there was significant community feedback regarding safety concerns associated with 
their use. To effectively address these concerns, it is being recommended that electric bicycles, 
along with all other pedal powered bicycles, be subject to certain reasonable regulations to 
ensure their safe and appropriate usage while on our beaches and pathways. Additionally, due 
to the unique nature of Hilton Head Island, the varying landscape of bicycle regulations in other 
states/communities, and the desire to keep our guests and visitors safe, it is recommended that 
mandatory educational/safety information be developed cooperatively with external 
stakeholder groups to be included with bicycle rentals that occurs on the Island.   
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