
Stephen G. Riley Municipal Complex 
One Town Center Court  Hilton Head Island  South Carolina  29928 

www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov 

 

TO: Town Council 
FROM: Jeff Buckalew, Interim Infrastructure Services Director 
VIA: Marc Orlando, Town Manager 
CC: Josh Gruber, Deputy Town Manager 

Curtis Coltrane, Town Attorney 
DATE: January 12, 2022 
SUBJECT Beach Park Operations with special focus on Islanders Beach Park 

Recommendation:  

Staff recommends the Public Planning Committee endorse to Town Council, a revised Beach 
Parking Pass application and resolutions to sell annual beach parking passes at $15.00 each and 
to restrict certain shuttle vehicles not transporting island residents from entering Islanders Beach 
Park, to discuss options regarding the parking meters at Islanders and to receive legal counsel 
from the Town Attorney on imposing certain access restrictions related to pedestrians and 
bicycles at Islanders Beach Park.     

Summary:  

On December 16, 2021 the Public Planning Committee took action on five motions related to this 
item.   

1.  Parking Meters: Motion to remove the parking meters at Islanders Beach Park, pending 
approval from SCDHEC. Motion passed 4-0. 

2.  Eligibility for Beach Parking Pass/Permit: Motion to direct staff to revise the eligibility 
requirements to include property owners, both permanent (4%) and temporary (6%), to 
also include rental or lease agreements of more than 183 days per year but not include 
time-share ownership less than 183 days per year. Motion passed 4-0 

3.  Adopt a one-year fee of $15.00 for an annual Beach Parking Pass.  Staff shall develop 
a transitional plan for those permits that have already been purchased. Motion passed 3-
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4.  Limit access of shuttle vehicles to Islanders Beach Park to those that shuttle vehicles 
transporting island residents from an island assisted living facilities and to allow this type 
of vehicle to transport other groups of island residents, church groups for example, as 
determined by Town staff.  Motion passed 4-0  

5.  Motion to limit pedestrian and bicycle access at Islanders Beach Park to Island residents 
with an eligible beach pass/card issued by the Town, pending legal advice of the authority 
to do so. Motion passed 4-0  

 

As staff was directed to complete the documents, resolutions, and research related to the five 
approved motions, below are the results of those efforts. 

   

1.  Remove Parking Meters at Islanders Beach Park 

In their January 10, 2022 letter (Exhibit A), SCDHEC has taken the position that to remove the 
parking meters at Islanders Beach Park, the Town must reimburse the grant funds 
($1,000,000.00) to SCDHEC.  Given this information, the Town must decide if and how it 
should pursue the removal of the meters. 

2. Revise Eligibility for Beach Parking Pass 

The attached Beach Parking Pass application (Exhibit B) reflects the intentions and directions 
of the committee discussed at the last meeting.   

3. Adopt a one-year fee of $15.00 for an annual Beach Parking Pass  

The attached resolution (Exhibit C) proposes a one-year fee of $15.00 for an annual beach 
parking pass.   Staff has developed a transitional plan for issuing passes in 2022. 

4. Limit access of shuttle vehicles to Islanders Beach Park  

The attached resolution (Exhibit D) proposes to restrict commercial and/or passenger 
vehicles from transporting individuals to Islanders Beach Park unless those individuals that 
are being transported are Island residents; and that parking decals or other documentation 
evidencing permission to utilize Islanders Beach Park may be issued to such vehicles, 
examples of which can include, but are not necessarily limited to, assisted living facilities, 
places of worship, community and/or civic organizations, and other similar entities which are 
maintained and operated within the limits of the Town of Hilton Head Island and are 
exclusively transporting Island residents. 

5. Limit pedestrian and bicycle access at Islanders Beach Park to Island residents with an 
eligible beach pass/card 
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Legal research has been conducted and staff does not recommend Town Council pursue this 
restriction based on legal precedence. 

Background:  

Based on input received by beach pass holders regarding operational issues at Islanders Beach 
Park, Town Council directed staff to assess these issues and develop solutions for improvements.  
At their October 25, 2021 meeting, the Community Services and Public Safety Committee 
endorsed Islanders Beach Park as a resident-only park, to include a clear definition of “resident” 
for the context of operations and policy management at this designated park, and the removal of 
the metered parking spaces at Islanders Beach Park, given the concurrence from the state 
partnering agency.  At their November 16, 2021, Town Council discussed and then remanded this 
item to the Public Planning Committee for policy items to be further discussed and advanced.   


